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T
he phrase, “American made” 
or “Made in the USA,” isn’t 
always as easy to defi ne as the 
shorelines and borders that 

make up the land under the purview of 
Old Glory. 

From a manufacturing perspective, the 
Federal Trade Commission (FTC) man-
dates that “all” or “virtually all” signifi cant 
parts—and processes—be made and 
assembled in the United States. Th ose 
parameters are pretty defi nitive, right? 
If you want to fl y the “Made in the USA” 
fl ag on your product, then you need to 
toe the line. 

Th e United States government, how-
ever, has a relaxed set or parameters 
courtesy of President Hoover nearly 
a century ago. Th e Buy American Act 
requires the U.S. Government to buy 
only American-made goods “whenever 
possible,” but under the Act, any product 
assembled in the U.S. with more than 50 
percent American-made parts qualifi es, 
regardless of the FTC’s offi  cial defi nition. 
Go fi gure. 

So, is it sacrilege to paste a Made in the 
USA sticker on a Glock? Well, I know 
that your brain is screaming AUSTRI-
AN! as you read this, but also know that 
Glock has produced more than 2 million 
pistols in their Smyrna, Georgia, facility 
since 2012. Surprised?

Roll up the Eastern Seaboard to New 
Hampshire, and you’ll fi nd Sig Sauer 
producing guns in one of the most im-
pressive manufacturing facilities in the 

country—about 6.5 million guns, in 
fact. And that’s just the tip of the spear of 
legacy, European brands building guns 
on American soil. 

And what about American history? 
Colt and Henry—among a few others, 
of course—are two iconic American gun 
brands intrinsic to defi ning “American 
made” history for more than 200 years 
across nearly every square mile of this 
country. American-made guns shaping 
American history. America!

In case it’s not obvious at this point, 
the entire issue in your hands right now 
gives the nod to brands, guns and gear 
qualifi ed to wear the Made in the USA 
tag. Some articles, like “Th e History of 
Henry,” are extremely interesting … yet 
Henry’s tenure shouldn’t surprise you. 
But some of the brands making the list in 
“Guns with Green Cards” might just sur-
prise you. And then there’s the Kel-Tec 
P50 review: If there’s a company that pro-
duces products that scream AMERICA!, 
well … that’s certainly Kel-Tec. 

Regardless of whether you’re into 
classic guns, ARs, CCW poly pistols or 
high-end American-made custom bolt-
actions—or all of the above—the benefi ts 
of buying close to home have never been 
more obvious.

Here’s to the red, white and blue … 

MADE IN 
THE USA
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RAPID FIRE // KNOW YOUR CARTRIDGE FROM GUN DIGEST’S CARTRIDGES OF THE WORLD. ORDER AT GUNDIGESTSTORE.COM.

American big game, the .338 has also 
done well in Africa on the larger varieties 
of plains game.

Although slightly less powerful than 
the .375 H&H Magnum, the .338 is bet-
ter suited for North American hunting 
conditions and game. It’s a well-balanced 
cartridge for anything from elk through 
moose and grizzly bear, under almost any 
situation. It could also serve very well for 
deer or antelope, even though it's overly 
powerful for this class.

Like the .300 Winchester Magnum, the 
.338 Winchester Magnum would make 
an excellent one-gun cartridge for the 
worldwide hunter who has to travel light, 
though the .338 is automatically barred 
in some African countries in which the 
.375 is the minimum caliber.

Lately, the .338 has enjoyed a renewed 
and well-deserved popularity: Win-
chester, Remington and Federal all load 
this ammunition. 

HISTORICAL NOTES

Announced in 1958, the .338 Winchester 
Magnum is another in the series based 
on the .458 Winchester necked down. 
Initially available only in the Winchester 
Model 70 Alaskan bolt-action rifl e, 
Remington adopted it for the 700 Series 
bolt-action. Some of the European rifl e 
makers also chamber it, as does Ruger 
for the Model 77 and No. 1 rifl es, as well 
as many custom and semi-custom rifl es. 
Browning’s autoloader, lever- and pump-
action rifl es also chamber it.

GENERAL COMMENTS

With proper bullets, the .338 Winchester 
Magnum shoots almost as fl at across 
500 yards as similar loads in the various 

.30-caliber magnums—the diff erence 
amounts to only a few inches more drop. 
Designed to handle the heaviest North 

6| GUNDIGEST.COMGUN DIGEST THE MAGAZINE|MADE IN THE USA

LOADING DATA AND FACTORY BALLISTICS

BULLET POWDER GRAINS VELOCITY ENERGY SOURCE

175 SP IMR 4895 67.5 3,200 3,980 Barnes

180 Nosler BT H4350 74.5 3,157 3,980 Hodgdon

200 SP IMR 4350 71.5 2,900 4,048 Speer, Hornady

210 SP IMR 4350 73 2,900 3,923 Nosler

225 Hornady SP RL-19 75.3 2,865 4,100 Hodgdon

250 SP IMR 4831 71 2,700 4,048 Speer, Sierra

250 SP IMR 4350 70 2,700 4,048 Sierra

275 SP IMR 4831 68 2,500 3,817 Speer

275 SP IMR 4064 58 2,400 3,518 Speer

300 SP IMR 7828 70 2,500 4,164 Barnes

200 SP FL - 2,960 3,890 Factory load

225 SP FL - 2,780 3,860 Factory load

250 SP FL - 2,660 3,921 Factory load

It can do almost 
anything..338 
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Non-slip black peel-ply with blue accent layer

USA MADE
Golden, Colorado U.S.A. Earth

Salt® Series
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LC200N BLADE
Crafted from ultra-corrosion-resistant steel

BACK LOCK
Sturdy tried-and-true mechanism

INTEGRAL GUARD
Additional security for wet hands

DEEP-POCKET WIRE CLIP
Reversible tip-up carry
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BEHIND THE BRAND // PHIL MASSARO

If you think all scope rings and bases are created 
equal, then you’re asking for trouble.     

M
y father and I were on 
a Cape buffalo hunt in 
Tanzania’s fabled Selous 
Reserve, having a great 

time watching the trackers work their 
magic as we followed a group of dugga 
boys across the hard, stony ground. 
Mesmerized by the fact that they saw 
the spoor so clearly, and I could rec-
ognize nothing at all, I kept hearing a 
soft, metallic “click” behind me.

I turned around to see my father’s 
face—reddening with frustration. The 
rear ring of the Winchester Model 70 
.458 Winchester Magnum had come 
dreadfully loose. Not wanting to speak 
too loudly and spook the bulls, I helped 
him remove the scope so he could at 
least use the iron sights in a pinch.

From that day forward, I vowed to 
use the best bases and rings money 
could buy, in order to prevent mishaps 
like that from ruining a hunt. 

As a youngster, I’d seen Talleys on 
custom rifles and on a good many dan-
gerous game guns, and I’d appreciated 
their clean lines; it’d be some time be-
fore I’d learn how utterly reliable they 
were, and how their tight tolerances 
would let the riflescope “go to sleep” 

and maintain a proper zero. Today, all 
of my dangerous game guns equipped 
with a scope wear Talley rings and 

bases, and there are more rifles in my 
safe with Talley equipment than all the 
others combined. 

A VITAL  
PIECE OF THE  

EQUATION

8| GUNDIGEST.COMGUN DIGEST THE MAGAZINE|MADE IN THE USA
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THE TALLEY TALE

The Talley story reads much like the 
typical American success story: a dedi-
cated, hard-working craftsman pours 
their heart and soul into making the 
best product possible, and passionately 
introduces that product to the world. 
In this case, the initial “him” is David 
Talley, a South Carolina gunsmith 
who decided he could build the better 
proverbial mousetrap when it came to 
mounting a telescopic sight to a rifle.

Born in Greenville, South Carolina, 
in 1936, Talley turned his gunsmithing 
talents into a business that’d allow him 
to make his mark on the shooting in-
dustry. His ring and base combinations 
were designed to be precisely hand- 
fitted to each particular rifle, to not 

only perform flawlessly, but to give 
a level of concentricity, allowing the 
scope itself to perform best by staying 
within the middle of its adjustment 
range. In 1984, the first set of Tal-
ley mounts was released, and Talley 
worked hard to see that the product 
and the brand would build momentum. 

Like any business struggling to get 
off the ground, family is often leaned 
upon. Having spent the majority of 
my life either working for or owning a 
family business, I can attest to the fact 
that tempers can flare and relation-
ships can be strained. Anytime you see 
a successful family business, it’s a won-
derful thing, and Talley is no exception 
to the rule.

Enter the second “him” of the Tal-

ley story: stepson Gary Turner. Born 
and raised in South Carolina, Turner’s 
mother married Talley in the early 
1980s, and Gary would be drawn into 
the family business shortly after the 
family moved to Glenrock, Wyoming. 
As a teenager, Turner learned the 
ropes by working part time in the fac-
tory through his high school years. 
He finally joined his stepdad full time 
in 1990, as he learned to run the ma-
chines and to properly fit the mounts 
to the various rifles.  

The two would go on to form Talley 
Manufacturing in 1997, developing a 
well-earned reputation for precision 
mounts for all sorts of shooting disci-
plines. Though Glenrock, Wyoming, 
was bit of a hotbed of gun-building 

(Below) This Tikka T3X 

Lite uses the Talley 

Lightweight Alloy Scope 

Mounts to hold the Le-

upold VX-3i 2.5-10x scope. 

(Right) Talley detachable 

rings designed for use 

with a Picatinny rail make 

a very flexible system.

MADE IN THE USA|GUN DIGEST THE MAGAZINEGUNDIGEST.COM |9 

@
W

or
ld_

M
an

_M
ag



activity, both Talley and Turner felt 
the desire to return home to the East 
Coast, and in 2004, Talley Manufac-
turing returned to South Carolina. To 
this day, Talley Manufacturing calls 
Santee, South Carolina, home, with a 
workforce of 25 employees, several of 
which have been with the company for 
15 years or more. 

DIALING IN THE DETAILS

While the Talley products speak for 
themselves—and I’ve yet to find a 
rifleman who doesn’t appreciate the 
design of Talley rings and bases—I’ve 
come to call Turner a friend, having 

met him some six or seven years ago 
and finding we have a lot in common. 

Here’s some insight into the mind 
of the man who takes such pride in 
making one small part of the shooting 
equation. 

Phil Massaro: Gary, you’ve been 
at the helm of Talley Manufacturing 
since I’ve known you. When did you 
take over the business from Dave  
Talley? 

Gary Turner: I’ve been running 
the company for the last 25 years, and 
I obtained all the interest in the com-
pany a decade ago. 

PM: Tell me about Talley Manufac-

turing today. It’s obvious that it’s much 
more than just a small custom maker 
of scope mounts. 

GT: We’re operating in a 
12,000-square-foot facility in South 
Carolina, with a workforce of 25 dedi-
cated people. I’ve got a very loyal team 
who take pride in their work, and I’m 
happy to have a team I can count on. 

PM: Having dealt with the cus-
tomer service departments of a good 
number of companies producing fire-
arms, ammunition and related prod-
ucts, your team ranks among the best. 
Your folks know the products inside 
and out, can answer any questions and 
recommend the best product to solve 
the problem.

GT: My team goes the extra mile 
to make sure we can give the cus-
tomer the best advice. With the ever-
increasing number of scope/rifle 
combinations, we do our absolute best 
to recommend one or more choices to 
meet the customer’s needs. My guys 
are part of a family; I’ve several em-
ployees who’ve been with Talley for 15 
years or more.

PM: I’ve relied on your detachable 
rings for a number of years. They 
always return to zero, and my rifles 
have traveled around the world with-
out having an issue. Where did that 

A Bansner & Co. .404 

Jeffery rifle topped 

with a Leupold VX-

5HD 1-5x24mm in Tal-

ley detachable rings. 

The author uses the 

Talley vertical split 

steel ring to mount 

the Leupold VX-5HD 

2-10x scope on his 

Winchester Model 70 

.300 H&H Magnum.

BEHIND THE BRAND //  PHIL MASSARO
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concept come from?
GT: The detachable is a modifica-

tion of the original Talley vertical 
split-ring design and has become a 
staple on dangerous game rifles. Our 
tolerances are very tight, which is a 
major factor in the consistency of our 
products. 

PM: Having used a significant 
number of your rings both on my ri-
fles and on those I test for reviews, I’ve 
noticed that your stuff definitely cen-
ters the scope more than other brands. 
Simply put, once the scope is properly 
mounted, it takes less adjustment to 
zero than it does with others. 

GT: That’s what we aim for; it also 
helps with target rifles to give the 
scopes the most amount of adjustment 
possible. 

PM: You make rings and bases in all 
sorts of configurations for an astound-
ing number of different rifle models. 
What is your best-selling product?

GT: Our Lightweight Alloy Scope 
Mount ring and base combination is 
our bestseller, and I’m really proud of 
that design. 

PM: Aha! I have those on my Tikka 
T3X Lite rifle, and they’re fantastic. 
They’re rigid, and at that light weight 
they take nothing away from the bal-
ance of a mountain rifle. 

(Author’s note: The Talley Lightweight 
Alloy Scope Mounts are an intrigu-
ing design; they have an integral base 
and ring lower, with only the top of the 
ring screwing into the bottom. This 
eliminates any chance of ring/base 
misalignment, as well as alleviating the 
possibility of the ring coming loose in 
the base—because it is the base. They’re 
a wonderful choice for any gun, but es-
pecially for a mountain rifle.)

PM: I know how much the “Made 
in USA” label means to you. Tell me a 
bit about that. 

GT: For the past few decades, 
manufacturing in this country has 
been forced offshore. I take great 
pride in running a business that can 
be successful in manufacturing in this 
country. To me, that’s the American 
entrepreneurial spirit. We have one of 

the most extensive lists of scope/bases 
and rings, and they’re all made in our 
South Carolina facility, and that’s not 
going to change anytime soon.  

A RING FOR ALL

From the versatility of the one-screw 
and two-screw Talley steel rings—both 
detachable and fixed—to the rings de-
signed for ARs and tactical rifles, to the 

Lightweight Alloy Scope Mounts, Tal-
ley has something for nearly any rifle.

But, more importantly, Turner is 
the kind of guy you’d like to hang out 
with. He’s pushed the boundaries of 
his company, equally paying homage 
to the original design that Dave Talley 
produced and developing new, intrigu-
ing models fill the needs of the modern 
shooter. 

(Below) Dave Talley at 

work on a custom rifle 

stock. 

(Bottom) Talley work-

ing on the action of a 

custom rifle. 

The author and Gary 

Turner at the Dallas  

Safari Club convention. 
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DEFENSIVE HANDGUNNING // RICHARD MANN

I 
want to preface this information 
by saying: I’m not a Glock guy. 
This doesn’t mean the Glock pis-
tol isn’t a good handgun, and it 

also doesn’t mean that I know nothing 
about Glocks.

During my 13-year tenure in law 
enforcement, I carried a variety of 
Glocks on and off duty. I was a Glock 
armorer, I trusted them and even used 
them to compete in Glock-sanctioned 
pistol matches … and won. Glocks are 
just not my handgun of choice. Some 
consider this as damnation for the 
plastic pistol, but that’s not the case.

I also don’t like Ford automobiles—
it’s called “personal preference.”

One of the reasons I’m not par-
ticularly fond of Glock pistols is their 
trigger. I don’t like the way it feels 
when I pull it, and I’m not sold on 
this passive safety concept where—as 

a measure of safety—you must put 
your finger on the trigger to make 
the gun go bang. That’s pretty much 
been the modus operandi for mak-
ing handguns go bang since the first 
handgun was invented. If you want to 
put a safety on a handgun, fit it with a 
thumb safety; John Browning figured 
this out a long time ago.

TIMNEY DOES TRIGGERS

So there, now that we have all of that 
out of the way, let me acknowledge 
that a Glock pistol—all Glock pis-
tols—are reliable and affordable self-
defense handguns that are far better 
tools than a lot of other plastic pistol 
options. I own one, and it goes bang 
every time I pull that trigger … that I 
don’t like to pull.

Something I do like are the triggers 
that Timney manufactures. I own a 
lot of rifles, and most of them are fit-

ted with Timney triggers. I’ve also 
known the owner of Timney Trig-
gers a long time and consider him a 
friend. We’ve hunted together, shot 
together and shared some good times 
around a campfire. Not only is John 
Vehr—owner and president of Tim-
ney Triggers—a good guy, he’s also a 
mastermind at business and manufac-
turing. This is, of course, why Timney 
Triggers is the world’s preeminent 
source for aftermarket triggers.

However, what Timney has been 
missing is a trigger for a handgun. 
Years ago, I suggested to John that the 
company offer an aftermarket trigger 
for the 1911. Even though John has 
taken some of my suggestions in the 
past, he ignored that one.

So, I was a bit surprised to learn 
that, for 2021, Timney introduced a 
drop-in trigger for the Gen 3 and Gen 
4 Glock pistol. I was more surprised 

An American-made drop-in 
trigger for the Austrian Gen 3 
and Gen 4s.

12| GUNDIGEST.COMGUN DIGEST THE MAGAZINE|MADE IN THE USA

TIMNEY 
FIXES  

THE GLOCK

The Timney Glock drop-in trigger is essential-

ly three parts that include a receiver module, 

spring (not shown) and trigger assembly.
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than excited because, well, I’m not a 
Glock guy. On the other hand, Glock 
shooters should be excited, because it 
has been my experience that Timney 
doesn’t make junk.

THE TOUGHEST TEST

I requested one of the Timney Glock 
triggers for testing, but instead of con-
ducting most of the evaluation myself, 
I reached out to a friend, Will Mc-
Guire, who is a patrol/SWAT offi  cer 
and asked him to conduct the initial 
evaluation. I needed a serious Glock 
guy to provide some serious input. 
Will installed the Timney trigger in 
his Glock G34 that he carries on duty 
when working the street or when in 
his turn-out gear. He reported back to 
me that the trigger was the real deal 
and was far better than a stock Glock 
trigger. He also said that he’d been 
running an Agency Arms trigger in 
his Glock and he liked the Timney 
unit better.

Not surprised, I asked Will to drop 
by and give me an installation demon-
stration, and I ordered another Tim-
ney trigger for my Glock 17. Like all 
Timney drop-in triggers, installation 
was straightforward and easy. Th at be-
ing said, if you’re not comfortable dis-
assembling your Glock “past the pins,” 
as Will likes to call it, you’d probably 
be best advised in seeking the as-
sistance of a Glock armorer. If you’re 
familiar with fully fi eld-stripping a 
Glock, you can install the Timney 
trigger in about 5 minutes. 

Timney rates their Glock trigger as 
having a 3-pound pull. On my Tim-
ney trigger pull scale, the pull weight 
measured just a tick over 3 pounds. 
It feels much improved over the 
standard factory trigger, even though 
it still retains the centrally placed 
passive safety lever. Th e take-up is 
smooth, and once you hit the wall, 
the break is crisp with minimal over-
travel. I will say that the reset feels a 
bit soft  when compared to the factory 
trigger and any other aft ermarket 
Glock trigger I’ve tried. However, the 

reset is very audible, and though soft , 
it didn’t impact my ability to shoot the 
pistol at all.

I should also mention that, when 
the second trigger arrived, my son 
wanted to install it in his Glock 19 (a 
graduation gift  from a friend). How-
ever, his pistol is fi tted with a Ghost 
Incorporated trigger connector, and 
we discovered that the Timney Glock 
trigger won’t work with that aft er-
market piece. It would appear that in 
order for the Timney Glock trigger to 
work, you need to start with a Glock 
that has the original Glock fi re control 
system.

Timney for sure has a winner with 
their new Glock Gen 3-4 trigger, 
which has a suggested retail price of 
$149.99, and they’re also now off ering 
a drop-in trigger for Gen 5 Glocks at 
the same price. My SWAT friend is 
now running the Timney is his duty 

gun, and I fi nd it hard for there to ex-
ist a better endorsement; he may very 
likely have to shoot his G34 to save 
his, mine or someone else’s life. Th e 
Timney trigger hasn’t turned me into 
a Glock guy, but I damn sure wish 
I’d had one when I was armed with a 
Glock and a badge. 

HILLBILLY
WISDOM

Sam Colt was right: The 

handgun is the great equal-

izer. But using a handgun is like 

applying math ... without skill at 

arms, you’ll never be able to solve 

the equation. Get trained!
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The Timney Glock 

drop-in trigger 

comes with all 

the parts and 

tools you need to 

install it. If you’re 

Glock savvy, 

the installation 

should take 

about 5 minutes.

@
W

or
ld_

M
an

_M
ag



“C
ome on, man. Be rea-
sonable!” How many 
times have we heard 
those words? Every-

one likes to think they’re being reason-
able, but in the world of the courtroom, 
being reasonable means something very 
specifi c.

“What would a reasonable and pru-

dent person, knowing what you knew 

at the time, have done under the same 

circumstances?”

Th e above sentence is an explanation 

of the reasonable person doctrine, and 
while diff erent states will change the 
wording slightly, they basically will all 
fall within this statement.

When a person is arrested and pros-
ecuted for a crime following an act of 
self-defense, it’ll be up to you and your 
defense team to attempt to convince the 
jury that your actions were reasonable 
under the circumstances.

Now, there are all types of legal points 
(stand your ground, affirmative defense, 
burden of proof, etc.), and these legal 

points will be important to the judge 
and attorneys, but the bottom line is 
that the jurors, when deciding your fate, 
will ask themselves if they would have 
done the same thing if they had been in 
your shoes.

DEFENDING YOUR DEFENSE

Th ere are a couple of necessary points to 
consider before getting into the weeds. 
First, did the defendant start the fi ght? If, 
through words or actions the defendant 
would be viewed as the initial aggressor, 

DRAWING CONCLUSIONS // MARTY HAYES, J.D.

Are you a reasonable person? 
Would a court of law agree?

“It’s reasonable for someone carrying a gun in public for 
self-defense to have taken a course (or multiple courses) 

in gun safety and marksmanship. Many times, that course is 
combined with learning the rules of the road regarding the 

legalities of use of force.”
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they will not legally be allowed to put 
on a self-defense argument. Th e second 
point is the defendant must not have 
been committing a crime, with that 
crime resulting in the need to use force 
in self-defense.

With those points understood, what 
can the normal armed citizen do to tip 
the scales of justice in their favor?

First, they need to get documented 
training in the use of deadly force. Aft er 
all, isn’t it reasonable for a person who 
chooses to carry a deadly weapon in 
public to be educated as to when it is ap-
propriate and when it is not appropriate 
to use deadly force in self-defense?

Mere study and understanding of this 
topic is better than nothing, but it’s the 
documenting of this knowledge that will 
allow the defense team to introduce the 
training in court. Th is means a human 
being who was certifi ed to teach the law 
of deadly force, and that human being 
should be prepared to go to court and 
testify as to what they taught you and 
why.

It’s also reasonable for someone car-
rying a gun in public for self-defense 
to have taken a course (or multiple 
courses) in gun safety and marksman-
ship. Many times, that course is com-
bined with learning the rules of the road 
regarding the legalities of use of force. 
But even if it’s not, and even if you know 

the material in the course, wouldn’t it be 
nice to be able to show that you wanted 
to make sure you were up to speed re-
garding gun safety and marksmanship? 
Sounds reasonable, doesn’t it?

Additionally, when you choose the 
type of gun you’re going to carry, would 
it be reasonable to choose a gun that a 
jury member would probably not con-
sider to be overkill? Th is issue is much 
less of a problem these days, but it could 
surface, and if it does, can you articulate 
why you chose that blaster … and make 
it sound reasonable to the jury? 

ADDITIONAL LEARNING

Additional training courses involving 
“tactical application” of use of force 
would also be reasonable, especially if 
that training was documentable and 
derived from standard police offi  cer 
training with former or current po-
lice instructors, but with curriculum 
changed to fi t into civilian use of force 
parameters.

Th is subject area includes shooting 
from cover, shooting one handed and 
practicing taking criminal suspects at 
gunpoint. Knowing that these subject 
areas are likely to be useful in self-defense 
situations, isn’t it reasonable to train in 
these areas? And, of course, your instruc-
tor should be willing to testify in court as 
to what they taught you and why.

Lastly, training in “force on force,” 
where classmates are stripped of all 
operable weapons, given inert weap-
ons and then placed into carefully de-
signed scenarios that’ll teach decision-
making concepts, would be reasonable, 
would it not?

ARMED WITH KNOWLEDGE

Outlined above is a road map to not 
only teach the armed citizen the “rules 
of the road” and “tactical application of 
use of force,” but also to allow you and 
your defense team to educate the jury 
in your self-defense trail, showing them 
that your actions and preparation to use 
deadly force were those of a reasonable 
person simply preparing to use force in 
self-defense, if necessary.

In all jurisdictions, in a self-defense 
case, the jury is entitled to hear your 
thought process as you decided you 
needed to use force in self-defense. And, 
because of this, you’re entitled to tell the 
jury about the training you received, 
which was instrumental in helping you 
form the thoughts that resulted in your 
use of force.

But here’s the kicker: Training course 
curriculum and your trainers aren’t like-
ly going to be allowed in court unless 
that training is documented. And the 
best news is that if you have taken the 
steps to get trained (as any reasonable 
armed citizen would do), it’s doubtful 
that you’ll be prosecuted. 

Marty Hayes is president and founder of 

the Armed Citizens’ Legal Defense Net-

work Inc. Possessing a Juris Doctor degree, 

he has over 30 years of experience teach-

ing the law of self-defense through his own 

training school, The Firearms Academy of 

Seattle, and for the world-renown Massad 

Ayoob Group. He routinely works as an 

expert witness in self-defense cases.
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GUNS & GEAR // STAFF REPORT

04 Sig Sauer M400 

Tread Predator AR

When it comes to entry-level ARs, few hold 

a candle to Sig’s TREAD line. Now, hunters 

have a reason to look in Sig’s direction, with 

the introduction of the M400 TREAD Preda-

tor. Chambered 5.56 NATO, the rifle sticks to 

the line formula for success but offers a few 

upgrades that make it a perfect addition. 

In particular, the carbine boasts a fully ad-

justable stock, allowing users to tailor the 

cheek rise and length of pull at a mere twist 

of knobs. Additionally, the handguard—Sig’s 

Predator model—not only offers plenty of 

M-Lok real estate, but also a wide flat bot-

tom, perfect for drawing a steady rest on a 

fence post or other support. Outfitted with 

a snappy single-stage trigger, the TREAD 

Predator is just the ticket to get coyotes 

howling.

MSRP: $1,100

01  

02  

02 Mystery Ranch 

Hands-Free Rifl e 

Sling

Refining its innovative design, 

Mystery Ranch has built a better 

mousetrap when it comes to hunt-

ing convenience. The Hands-Free 

Rifle Sling does what it says, giv-

ing hunters use of both hands in 

rugged backcountry terrain. But, 

through a handy system, gives up 

a long gun at a moment’s notice. 

The secret, a magnetic locking 

system that holds fast when on 

the move, but easily disengages 

when a target of opportunity pres-

ents itself. Also nice, it’s quiet as a 

mountain breeze. Comes with the 

sling and sternum strap proper, 

stock dock. Compatible with most 

pack systems.

MSRP: $99

03 N8 Tactical 

Pro-Lock Holster

Extremely comfortable and argu-

ably more efficient—at least on the 

draw—outside the waistband carry 

is well worth consideration. If it fits 

your lifestyle, N8 Tactical has the rig 

for you. Known as its Pro-Lock hol-

ster, the system provides enhanced 

passive retention not found in a 

typical Level I retention holster. N8 

calls it their “Secure Twist Release” 

system, quite simply it’s a slight 

modification to the polycarbonate 

shell’s trigger pocket that requires a 

slight twist to release the gun. Clev-

er. Also, comfortable. An all-leather 

backing keeps your iron off your side 

and helps your body breathe, at the 

same protecting your gun from body 

moisture.

MSRP: $49.95

01 Winchester M70 

Long Range

Still cherished among the all-time best 

rifle designs, Winchester recently aimed 

the classic Model 70 at precision shoot-

ers. As the Long-Range model suggests, 

the rifle is decked out to maximize its 

range. To that end, it all begins with Bell 

and Carlson composite stock. Boasting 

an internal aluminum bedding block, 

the stock has an air-tight mate-up 

with the receiver and has a few little 

enhancements to milk the most out of 

the system—including lower vents to aid 

barrel cooling and a wide, flat fore to 

stabilize on a rest. While precision is the 

Model 70’s focus, the rifle is still field-

ready—coming in at less than 8 pounds, 

making it ideal for long-range hunts. 

Available in eight calibers, the revamped 

70 hits the mark.

MSRP: Starting at $1,550

03  
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07 M&P Shield Plus 9mm

Little double, the M&P Shield is among the most popular con-

cealed-carry pistols to come down the pike. Easy to keep under 

wraps, intuitive in control and chambered to stop threats, there 

were few knocks on the pistol, outside of capacity. Now, that’s a 

thing of the past. Upping the capacity of the demure heater, the 

Shield Plus brings the pistol in line with other micro-compacts cur-

rently on the market. With 13+1 on board, the 9mm has more than 

enough firepower to handle most lethal-force encounter—outside 

a full-fledged Hunnic invasion. The best part, Smith & Wesson 

didn’t compromise the pistol’s very manageable size to squeeze 

in the extra round, with the gun measuring 6.1 inches in length, 1.1 

inches in width and 20 ounces in weight.

MSRP: $553

06 Federal Premium 

10mm Punch Ammo

Federal’s first line specifically developed for 

civilian defensive use, PUNCH ammunition fills a 

unique niche in the ammo giant’s catalog. And 

it’s grown to fit more shooters in recent times. 

Federal unveiled a new 200-grain 10mm load in 

the PUNCH line, certain to give armed citizens 

an edge in life-and-death situations. Engineered 

to meet or exceed FBI penetration standards, 

leaving the muzzle at 1,100 fps, the hollow-point 

loads deliver the peace of mind it can get the job 

done. This isn’t exclusive to the terminal end of 

things. Utilizing nickel-plated brass and sealed 

primers, shooters can expect flawless function in 

any handgun in which it’s run.

MSRP: $30.99, box of 20

MADE 
IN THE 

USA

05  

05  CCI Clean-22 

Realtree Ammo

Less fouling, more stealthy … what’s not 

to love about CCI’s Clean-22 Realtree. The 

rimfire ammo has been around for a while, 

utilizing Federal/CCI’s polymer jacketing to 

keep lead from clogging up a rifle’s bore. 

But partnering with Realtree, the ammo-

maker has upped its game in the batches 

you can buy. The plastic jug ships with 400 

rounds of clean ammo, which should keep 

even the most ambitious shooters busy for 

a couple of hours. As to its performance, 

it kicks a 40-grain bullet 1,235 fps at the 

muzzle; that’s enough for any brushy or 

cottontail that crosses your path.

MSRP: $43.99, jug of 400

04  
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GUNS & GEAR // STAFF REPORT

11 Luth-AR MBA-5 AR 

Upgrade Stock

Stocks usually pull up the tail end of an 

AR upgrade, but few enhancements—

outside a snappy new trigger—do 

more to improve a rifle’s comfort and 

performance. Luth-AR is a master at 

tweaking this particular part of a build. 

Outfitted with the company’s Anti-

Rattle set screw found in the MBA-3 and 

MBA-4, the MBA-5 stock eliminates that 

annoying shimmy common on lesser 

options. Additionally, Luth-AR includes 

a wide, flared cheek rest for an intuitive 

and comfortable weld, a convenient 

paddle-style adjustment lever for rapid 

positioning (six positions). To finish 

it all up, the parts maker integrates 

a Picatinny rail on the lower rear of 

the stock, perfect if you’re a precision 

shooter who has to have a monopod to 

steady everything up. Complete with QD 

attachment points and righty and lefty 

friendly, the very affordable stock brings 

out the best in an AR.

MSRP: $49.95

09 Hornady Bore 

Driver FTX 

Hunt with sabot rounds during muzzle-

loader season and you know their 

drawback. Yeah, they’re lights-out 

accurate, but, boy howdy, are they a 

pain to wrangle down a bore. If there 

was only a better system. Known as the 

Bore Driver FTX, the system is designed 

for sabot-like performance, but not 

loading. The key here is Hornady opt-

ing for a polymer base, which provides 

the same sealing properties as a sabot 

but doesn’t require throwing your back 

out to ram home. Sitting atop the base 

is Hornady’s legendary FlexTip (FTX) 

bullet, which serves up class-best 

ballistic coefficients and downrange 

performance. Translated, that means 

the .50-calibers shoot to your muzzle-

loader’s limits.

MSRP: $29.99 box of 20

10 Galco Classic Lite 

2.0 Speedloader 

Carrier

Reloading a revolver … it’s a hurdle  

armed citizens are well aware of. Less 

considered is how to keep those re-

loads on-hand and under wraps until 

they’re needed. Galco has the answer 

in its speedloader carrier tailored to 

its shoulder holster rigs. Keeping two 

speedloaders at hand under the sup-

port-hand armpit in a horizontal posi-

tion, the system allows for fast and ef-

ficient reloads conducive to the most 

popular techniques taught today. And 

the ambidextrous system is tough as 

cut nails. Constructed of 100-percent 

premium center-cut steerhide and rug-

ged steel snaps, the carrier is made for 

years of use and with any caliber.

MSRP: $39

08 OSS RAD 9 and 

RAD 45 Suppressors

A significant advancement in pistol 

suppressors, the OSS RAD 9 and RAD 

45 bring flexibility and improved 

shooting experience to the table. The 

heart of the suppressor is what OSS 

calls its Flow-Baffle technology, which 

essentially eliminates any blow-back. 

The secret sauce: radial baffles that 

route the expanding gases to the 

perimeter of the device, and then out 

the front. Modular, the suppressor 

also adapts to the situation with two 

configurations. The RAD 9 goes from 

7.7 inches at full length down to 5.15 

inches, while the RAD 45 is modifiable 

from 8.6 to 6.4 inches. In any setup, 

the cans make for long and very enjoy-

able shooting sessions.

MSRP: RAD 9 $849; RAD 45 

$999

08  09  

10  

11  
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14 Colt Anaconda

Few things are quite as American as the .44 Magnum and Colt 

“Snake Guns.” Thankfully, this potent combination returns to the 

iconic gunmaker’s catalog in 2021 with the release of the highly 

anticipated Colt Anaconda. The six-round .44 Mag. isn’t a one-on-

one clone of the original, instead sharing more with the recently re-

booted Python. But the super-sized snake has everything to squeeze 

every lick of power from the cartridge, including the choice of 8- and 

6-inch barrel, redesigned non-stacking double-action trigger, fully 

adjustable rear sight, Hogue over-molded grips and target-crowned 

barrel. A brilliant semi-bright finish pulls the whole stainless steel 

revolver together and makes the Anaconda as appealing as ever.

MSRP: $1,499

13 Wilson Combat 

X-TAC Supergrade

Arkansas is the heart of American custom gun-

making, and it’s also the home of Wilson Combat. 

Renowned for its custom creations, the popular pur-

veyor of top-shelf 1911s might have outdone itself 

in the enhancement of one of its popular lines. The 

X-TAC Supergrade isn’t brand-new, but its release is 

still worth mention, given it takes Wilson’s “one gun 

at a time” ethos to its maximum. The company’s 

most experienced gunsmiths build these John 

Browning classics, meaning only a few are turned 

out each month. Exclusivity is an asset, given the 

carbon-steel beast’s fit and finish are unparalleled 

… as is its performance. Some of the fine points in-

clude bidirectional, X-TAC frontstrap and slide treat-

ment for enhanced grip, rear battle sight and front 

fiber optic, bull barrel and choice of 9mm, .38 Super 

and .45 ACP chamberings.

MSRP: $4,795

12  Ruger MAX-9

Ruger is no stranger to carry-ready 

handguns, though traditionally they 

stuck to more non-traditional nich-

es. Now, it’s set to tackle the fastest-

growing segment of self-defense 

arms—the micro-compact—with the 

MAX-9. As to how the pistol mea-

sures out, it’s 6 inches long, 1 inch in 

width, boasts a 3.2-inch barrel and 

weighs in at 18.4 ounces unloaded. 

Along with its overall demure size, it 

offers spot-on capacity, feeding on 

both a 10-round flush-fit magazine 

and a 12-round extended capacity. 

Finally, it’s optic ready—yes, you 

heard that right. Compatible with a 

wide swath of red-dot optics, there 

are few other pistols in its class 

that compete with what the MAX-9 

brought to the table at its price.

MSRP: $499

14  

12  
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T H E H I STORY OF H E N RY //  PATRICK ROBERTS

The detachable magazine 

allows the Long Ranger to be 

chambered in cartridges using 

a spire-point bullet. 
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T
hese days, rifl es like the AR-
15 have seduced the younger 
generation of gun owners, 
causing them to overlook the 

lever-action rifl e’s versatility, simplicity 
and reliability. Lever actions aren’t just for 
old guys living out their John Wayne fan-
tasies; they’re still very usable rifl es in a 
practical sense, as well as being extremely 
fun to shoot. 

Few rifl e designs have been as impact-
ful on American history as the 1860 Hen-
ry rifl e. Seeing as it was the basis for the 
rifl e that won the West, the Winchester 
1873, Benjamin Tyler Henry had more of 
an impact on the United States expiation 
westward than he could have dreamed 
of. I doubt that when Henry watched the 

fi rst 1860 Henry rifl es leave the factory, 
he suspected that, 160 years later, his 
name would grace nearly 300,000 fi re-
arms a year.

Th at isn’t a result of the rifl e’s initial 
success, but rather the impact the design 
had on Anthony Imperato, who part-
nered with his father, Louis, to bring the 
Henry name back to the fi rearm world in 
1996. Since the fi rst Henry H001 Classic 
Lever Action .22 LR rolled off  the pro-
duction line, over a million have made 
their way into the hands of nostalgic 
Americans. Sure, there isn’t a direct con-
nection to Benjamin Tyler Henry, but 
you have to appreciate Henry Repeating 
Arms’ role in keeping the timeless lever-
action design alive and well.

Without Henry, younger generations 

of shooters wouldn’t know anything oth-
er than AR-15s and the like. Attainable, 
American-made lever-action rifl es en-
sure that today’s gun-loving youth won’t 
overlook the lever-action rifl e’s versatility, 
simplicity and reliability. Nothing else 
seems to replicate the magic of a well-
built lever-action. 

THE FIRST HENRY RIFLE

You can’t talk about Henry Repeating 
Arms without talking about the 1860 
Henry Rifle; it did become the basis 
for virtually every rifle Winchester 
produced following it. The design ac-
tually dates back to 1848, when Walter 
Hunt built a couple prototypes of his 
revolutionary lever-operated rifle, but 
there were still some design issues that 

An American rifle that’s as 
storied as the taming of the 

Western frontier. 
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needed to be worked out.
Several other men tried their hand at 

improving the action, and it was fi nally 
produced in some volume by the Volca-
nic Repeating Arms company. Produc-
tion at Volcanic lasted only a year with 
an unknown number of rifl es built, when 
Oliver Winchester took over the compa-
ny and reorganized as New Haven Arms 
Company, where Benjamin Tyler Henry 
put the fi nal touches on what we think of 
the classic Henry rifl e while working as 
plant superintendent.

With the improvements to the rifl e 
and a brand-new cartridge, the .44 Henry 
rimfi re, the 1860 Henry saw limited suc-
cess with roughly 14,000 rifl es produced. 

LOAD ON SUNDAY, 

SHOOT ALL WEEK

Just because the Henry didn’t see the 
large-scale adoption the Spencer rifl e saw 
shouldn’t fool you; Henry’s rifl e makes 
appearances in some notable events in 
American history. Even President Abra-
ham Lincoln was given a beautifully en-
graved gold-plated rifl e, as was the Secre-
tary of War and the Secretary of the Navy. 
Th e obvious goal was mass adoption of 
the Henry rifl e, but New Haven fell short 
of their goal, with only 1,731 of the rifl es 
being delivered to the U.S. Government.

With such a small purchase, the Henry 
was never formally adopted, but more 
than 6,000 of the rifl es ended up in the 

hands of Union troops who purchased 
them out of their own pocket rather than 
use the issued Spencer rifl e. Th e Henry’s 
15-round capacity made it particularly 
attractive to raiding parties, scouts and 
those assigned with fl ank guard duty. 

When Confederate Colonel John 
Mosby referred to the Henry as “that 
damned Yankee rifl e that can be loaded 
on Sunday and fi red all week,” it was clear 
that Henry’s rifl e had an impact. Th at all 
ended in 1866, when production of the 
Henry rifl e ceased, and New Haven Arms 

T H E H I STORY OF H E N RY //  PATRICK ROBERTS

Over a million .22 

Henry lever actions 

have been produced 

since the model was 

introduced in 1997.

While it resembles the 1860 Henry, the Smith & 

Wesson No. 2 pistol was off ered to the public six 

years before Henry’s design.

(Photo: Rock Island Auction Company)

The fi rst Henry rifl es to 

be produced featured 

an iron receiver; the 

brass receiver didn’t 

make an appearance 

until later in produc-

tion. (Photo: Rock Island 

Auction Company)

At a glance, the Volcanic Rifl e could be easily 

mistaken for an 1860 Henry.

(Photo: Rock Island Auction Company)

The revival of the 1860 Henry brought some 

slight modernizations to improve the rifl e. Today, 

it’s available in .44-40 WCF and .45 Colt. 

22| GUNDIGEST.COMGUN DIGEST THE MAGAZINE|MADE IN THE USA

@
W

or
ld_

M
an

_M
ag



was restructured again as Winchester 
Repeating Arms. Th e rifl e would go on to 
be developed into the Winchester 1866, 
which saw a long, 33-year production 
run and wide-scale adoption with foreign 
armies and those seeking fame and for-
tune in the West. 

THE HENRY NAME

IS RESURRECTED

Once production of the 1860 Henry end-
ed, the Henry name faded into obscurity 
until Anthony Imperato trademarked the 
name in 1996. Anthony and his father, 
Louis, set up a manufacturing facility 
in Brooklyn, New York, to produce the 
Henry H001 .22 rimfi re lever-action 131 
years aft er the last rifl e to bear the Henry 
name came off  the assembly line. 

Since there isn’t any affi  liation with 
Benjamin Tyler Henry or New Haven 
Arms Company, the company started by 
the Imperatos wasn’t really bringing a de-
funct company back, but rather the birth 
of a brand-new one that paid homage to 
an infl uential design.

With a blank canvas, Henry Repeating 
Arms has grown to a size that Benja-
min Tyler Henry would’ve never even 

dreamed of in the mid 1800s, with no 
signs of slowing down. Today, Henry 
employs nearly 500 people and has over 
a quarter-million square feet of manufac-
turing space between their headquarters 
in Bayonne, New Jersey, and Henry’s sec-
ond facility in Rice Lake, Wisconsin. 

When the slogan “Made in America 
Or Not Made at All” was chosen, they 
weren’t playing around. Every Henry is 

born in the United States; there are no 
exceptions … ever. 

A MODEL FOR EVERY NEED

With two facilities that you could pack 
over fi ve football fi elds into, it shouldn’t 
be a surprise that their product lineup 

Henry recently released a 

modernized lever-action 

rifl e with a tactical feel that 

doesn’t lose that classic lever-

gun charm.

The 71st Illinois Infan-

try Regiment color 

guard pose with their 

1860 Henry rifl es.

Listening to their 

customer base, Henry 

added a side loading 

gate to their rifl es in 

April of 2019.
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THE ORIGINAL 
HENRY RIFLE 
TIMELINE
 1848: Walter Hunt invents Volition Repeat-
ing Rifle

 1849: Jennings Magazine Rifle patent im-
proves on Hunt’s design

 1851: Smith-Jennings Rifle patent further 
improves the design

 1854: Smith & Wesson Company intro-
duces the Smith & Wesson Lever Pistol

 1855: Smith & Wesson Company becomes 
Volcanic Repeating Arms Company

 1856: Oliver Winchester takes Volcanic 
over after company becomes insolvent

 1857: Volcanic Repeating Arms becomes
New Haven Arms Company

 1857: Benjamin Tyler Henry hired as New 
Haven’s plant superintendent

 1860: Benjamin Tyler Henry patents the 
Henry repeating rifle

 1860: Henry Rifle produced by New Haven 
Arms

 1862: President Abraham Lincoln pre-
sented with serial number 6

 1862-1865: U.S. Ordnance Department 
takes delivery of 1,731 rifles

 1866: Production of the 1860 Henry ends 
at New Haven Arms at roughly 14,000 rifles

 1866: Benjamin Tyler Henry, unhappy 
with compensation, seeks ownership of New 
Haven

 1866: Oliver Winchester reorganized the 
company as Winchester Repeating Arms 
Company

 1866: Winchester releases Model 1866 
rifle, an improvement on the Henry design

 1976: Navy Arms resurrects the 1860 Henry 
rifle. Less than 3,000 produced by Navy Arms

 1979: Italian company A. Uberti Firearms 
offers reproduction of 1860 Henry rifle

 1996: Henry Repeating Arms founded by 
Louis and Anthony Imperato

 2014: Henry Repeating Arms starts New 

Original Henry Rifle production

models to choose from. Th at number 
jumps to 253 when you start adding in 
caliber, fi nish and other variations. 

Even if you only have a cursory inter-
est in owning a lever-action, there’s likely 
something in the Henry catalog that 
you’ll appreciate in their trademark brass 
fi nish, polished silver, black or my per-
sonal favorite option, case colored. 

THE CLASSIC HENRY 

H001 .22 RIFLE

If you’re looking to scratch the Old West 
itch, there are few better choices than a 
Henry H001. Over a million have made 
it to the market as of 2017. Currently, 
the H001 isn’t off ered in a side gate vari-
ant, and no plans to off er one have been 
announced. It isn’t hard to understand 
why when you take into consideration 
that the palatable $349 MSRP would in-
crease quite a lot to off set the increased 
complexity of a side gate H001. Th at 
isn’t to say that it wouldn’t be awesome, 
because it would. 

Th e rifl e is chambered in .22 LR, but 
it’ll also shoot .22 Long and .22 Short … 

off ering more versatility than a 10/22. 
Th e overall feel of the rifl e is very retro, 
with adjustable buckhorn sights and 
American walnut furniture. Loading is 
done just like all Henry rifl es, by remov-
ing a removable plunger tube from the 
magazine, sliding the rounds in and 
then replacing the plunger tube.    

Variants ranging from the standard 
H001 to customized special editions are 
available; there’s no shortage of choices. 

THE MARE’S LEG PISTOL

One of the more unique fi rearms in 
the Henry lineup is their Mare’s Leg, a 
lever-action pistol modeled aft er Steve 
McQueen’s character on the late ’50s 
TV show Wanted: Dead or Alive. Th e 
pistol is available in .22 Long Rifl e, .22 
Magnum, .357 Magnum, .44 Magnum 
and even .45 Colt. Unfortunately, the 
Mare’s Leg isn’t off ered with Henry’s new 
side gate, but that’s bound to happen 
sooner or later. 

HENRY BIG BOY RIFLES

Like the fi rst lever-actions, the Henry 
Big Boy rifl es are chambered in what 
ends up being an intermediate cartridge. 

is pretty dang expansive. Boiling it down 
to the basic models without taking into 
account variations in barrels, fi nish and 
caliber, Henry has something like 12 
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Off ered in .357 Magnum, .44 Magnum 
and .45 Colt, the Big Boy might be an 
ideal option if you’re looking for a rifl e 
that shares the same cartridge as your 
revolver. 

While you might think you need a 
.30-30 Winchester or even the Long 
Ranger to take medium game, the Big 
Boy will do it in a handier package with 
less recoil. Th e .357 Magnum case color 
is a personal favorite, with a 125-grain 
out of a 20-inch barrel performing very 
similar to a 7.62x39mm or .300 Black-
out in a carbine.

A Big Boy might even be a great 
choice for a defensive rifl e should you 
live in a restrictive area, or if you feel 
more comfortable with a lever gun than 
a semi-auto. 

LARGE-CALIBER LEVER-ACTIONS

Henry’s large-caliber lever actions are 
very similar to the Big Boy rifl es—
they’re just chambered in .30-30, .45-70 
Government, .38-55 Winchester and .35 
Remington.   

Th e large-caliber rifl es were the fi rst 
to be updated with the new side gate 
and maintain the removable plunger, 
should you prefer to use the tube to load 
rather than the side gate. Th e ability 
to remove the magazine tube plunger 
means that downloading your rifl e aft er 
a hunt won’t put unneeded wear on your 
ammunition. Options aren’t a bad thing 
sometimes. 

PUMP-ACTION RIMFIRE, 

THE LONG RANGER & SHOTGUNS

If your particular brand of nostalgia is 
reliving those times at the fair with a 
pump-action .22, the Pump Action Oc-
tagon might be what you need. Sadly, 
there aren’t any other pump-action 
rifles in the Henry product line.

How about something for hunting 
longer ranges than a .30-30 Win. is 
capable of ? The Long Ranger is aptly 
named—it’s chambered in .308 Win-
chester or 6.5 Creedmoor. Since the 
ammunition wouldn’t work so well in 
a tube magazine, Henry fitted this rifle 
with a detachable box magazine, and 
the rifle’s mechanism is significantly 
different than the rest of their line 
because it relies on a rotating bolt. As 
weird as it sounds, the idea of a 6.5 
Creedmoor lever action can be appeal-
ing due to its uniqueness. 

The lineup gets a bit weird when we 
look at their shotguns: Not only does 
Henry offer 12- and 20-gauge single-
shot break actions, but they also offer 
a lever-action .410 shotgun based off 
the large-caliber lever-action rifle, as 
well as the Lever Action Axe. The Axe 
is a non-NFA firearm and, like all their 
lever-action .410 shotguns, it features a 
side gate loading port. 

NEW ORIGINAL HENRY RIFLES

Th e most coveted of Henry rifles is, 
without a doubt, the New Original 

Henry Rifles. Carrying an MSRP of 
$2,590, it might seem like they’re 
priced crazy high when compared 
to the rest of the Henry line, but that 
changes the second you realize a New 
Haven produced 1860 Henry rifle will 
set you back about the same money as 
a brand-new Porsche 911.  

If you want an 1860 Henry you can 
actually enjoy on the range, the Henry 
New Original Henry is the ticket. 

MODERNIZED X MODELS

In an effort to bring the lever action 
into the 21st century, Henry intro-
duced the X Model with the features 
that a younger-generation shooter 
might look for, such as M-Lok slots 
and a rail to mount a bipod or flash-
light. The biggest benefit is the fiber-
optic sights and the threaded barrel. 
With suppressed hunting legal in many 
states, the ability to add a can is a wel-
come option. 

Integrated sling mounting points, 
a side gate loading port and synthetic 
furniture make the X Model a work-
horse that’s sure to serve someone for 
decades. 

What does the future hold for Henry 
Repeating Arms? Well, those secrets 
are kept locked up pretty tight, but 
hopefully a wood-stocked variant of 
the X Model is on the books. Whatever 
the case, the Henry brand is here to 
stay for generations to come. 

If you’re looking to shoot past 

150 yards, the Henry Long 

Ranger is well suited in .308 

Win. or 6.5 Creedmoor.

The Model X features M-Lok 

slots, Picatinny rail, threaded 

barrel, fi ber-optic sights, en-

larged lever loop and synthetic 

furniture. 
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F
irearms have been carried out of 
necessity along our southwest 
border with Old Mexico long 
before the Rio Grande River 

and the (once imaginary) surveyed line 
that runs west from it, all the way to the 
Pacific Ocean, even existed.  In 1519, Al-
var Nunez Cabeza de Vaca waltzed into 
Texas, armor clanging, near present day  
Presidio, so the first records of gun bear-
ers to the region dawn with expeditions 
by the Spanish Conquistadores who 
armed themselves with early muskets, 
lances and swords in the 1500s and 
1600s. It stands to reason that the exis-
tence of firearms grew as European colo-
nization increased over time.

Many years ago, an old mountain lion 
hunter I know was running his hounds 
along the rugged Sierra Vieja Rim south-
west of Valentine, Texas, when he saw 
what he thought was an old piece of met-
al pipe sticking out of some rocks. This 
got his curiosity up, so he dug around 
and eventually found it was actually the 
remnants of a 1700s French Trade Gun, 
along with the remains of its owner, bur-
ied under a rock overhang. The rifle bar-
rel was badly bent, and the assumption is 
that the man’s comrades buried him with 
his belongings and made the rifle inoper-
able so anyone finding it couldn’t use it.

Fast-forwarding to the 1800s, when 
“The River” (as West Texans refer to the 
Rio Grande) became an international 
boundary, the region saw the contin-

ued and growing need for guns as tools 
for survival. Early settlers needed their 
weaponry not only to provide wild meat 
for their family’s hungry bellies, but for 
protection from Mexican bandits and 
marauding, and hostile natives—who 
were a constant threat to the livelihood 
and safety of those pioneers who dared 
to venture into the great Southwestern 
United States. 

The first folks to cross the briny Pecos 
River and forge a living in the harsh 
Trans-Pecos region and Big Bend coun-
try of far West Texas had to be stout, or 
they wouldn’t last long. The remote, arid 
region breeds tough, resolute people. 
These determined souls, many whose 
relatives still live and ranch here, brought 
with them whatever firearms they had 
at the time, and bought or traded for the 
best as soon as they could. 

Old blackpowder muzzleloaders were 
replaced by cartridge-firing rifles, prefer-
ably Winchester repeaters. Cap-and-ball 
six-shooters were stowed in grandma’s ce-
dar chest, replaced by Colt’s Single Action 
Army, Remington’s 1875 and the Smith 
& Wesson revolvers. Old photographs 
show an array of Winchester lever actions 
representing popular long arms of the 
times. The Colt SAA wasn’t the only six-
gun carried by any means, but it was the 
most prolific.

THE NATIVES

Native peoples have lived in this region 

for thousands of years. To the trained eye, 
their ancient cooking middens are found 
at cave mouths and along canyon rims 
and dry arroyos that obviously once ran 
with cool, life-giving water.  The more 
“modern” tribes, whose names we rec-
ognize as Apache and Comanche, came 
along long after these prehistoric groups. 
As soon as the Spaniards brought steel 
into the scene, the natives began using it 
for the tips of their arrows.

It’s a safe assumption that they incor-
porated the firearm with equal enthusi-
asm, beginning with the front-stuffers 
and continuing into the cartridge-firing 
weapons as soon as they became avail-
able. As time progressed, the native tribes 
accumulated, by various means, the 
same guns as the settlers, ofttimes add-
ing unique design in the form of stock 
carvings, brass tacks and other unique 
decorations.

THE MEXICANS, THE REVOLU-

TIONARIES AND THE BANDITS

The hard-fought Mexican Revolution 
from 1910 to 1920 saw the use of any gun 
that could be gleaned by the determined 
fighters. Everything from muzzleload-
ers to machine guns were used in those 
bloody battles. Period photos depict a 
wide representation of rifles, such as 
Remington rolling blocks, Mauser bolt 
actions, lever guns from Savage and 
Winchester, and anything else the fighters 
could get their hands on. Handguns  

The U.S.-Mexico border, the guns that shaped  
American history … and the men who carried them.
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(Above) A classic Colt 

SAA revolver.

(Photo: Courtesy of Mu-

seum of the Big Bend)

(Left) Not all revolv-

ers along the border 

were Colts. Here is an 

1875 Remington in .44 

caliber ... although it 

has seen better days! 

(Photo: Courtesy of Mu-

seum of the Big Bend)

followed the same unscripted assort-
ment from Colt, Remington, and Smith 
& Wesson.

SMUGGLING ON THE BORDER

There’s a certain type of criminal who 
capitalizes on our border with Mexico 
to practice their evil trade: the smug-
gler. What’s outlawed or restricted in 
one country is trafficked into the other. 
History shows this has been everything 
from merchandise and candelilla wax, to 
livestock, liquor, weapons, illegal drugs 
and humanity. While conducting their 
smuggling business, these contrabandis-
tas run back and forth to the assumed, 
even though unfounded, security of the 
country from which they reside.  

When the United States enacted the 
18th Amendment—prohibiting alcohol 
manufacturing, distribution and sales in 
1919—the Southern region saw contin-
ued violence along the border. Many of 
the Mexican liquor smugglers (tequile-
ros) were former soldiers of the Mexican 
Revolution. They were a salty lot that 
didn’t hesitate to fill the air with hot lead 
when confronted by our equally danger-
ous U.S. lawmen.

My grandpa knew Tom Heard, a 
Texas Ranger who worked the South 
Texas brush country during that era. 
When Ranger Heard periodically vis-
ited the ranch where my granddad and 
his father cowboyed, he would tell him 
tales of gunfights along the river. An 
old photograph shows Ranger Heard 
with a Winchester Model 94 Trapper 
Carbine in his hands and a Colt SAA 
on his hip.

THE CAVALRY

The mounted cavalry troops stationed 
along the border to keep the bandits 
at bay in that era were armed with 
the Springfield 1903 bolt-action in 
30-06. The Colt 1911 .45 ACP was 
the sidearm carried by many of those 
who wore handguns, although I’ve also 
seen photographs of soldiers wearing 
revolvers, including one of Captain 
Leonard Matlack with what appears to 
be a Colt SAA in his gun belt.

COWBOYS AND LAWMEN: COLTS, 

WINCHESTERS, A WHITNEY AND 

A FEW STORIES

I am intrigued by old guns with stories. 

There’s just something different about 
holding a blue-worn, wood-chipped 
rifle, or an old single-action with 
stocks worn slick from constant use in 
your hand and knowing where it came 
from, who owned it … and the history 
that goes with it. Some of these tales 
are written—some are not—but they’re 
all special in their own way.

Winchester 1866

Winchester’s first lever-action rifle, the 
Model 1866, was tremendously popular. 
Firing the .44 Henry Rimfire, called the 
“Yellow Boy” because of the brass receiv-
er, was even ordered by foreign govern-
ments to arm their soldiers. The one I 
examined came out of Mexico long ago. 
Too bad these old guns can’t talk.

Winchester 1873 

Texas Ranger James B. Gillette’s M73 
carbine was carried by him during his 
time in the Texas Rangers. He purchased 
it in 1875, and it’s estimated that he trav-
eled 10,000 miles on horseback during 
his six years as a Ranger (1875 to 1881). 
He used the carbine to kill a train-load 
of game for sustenance on patrol, and in 
every engagement with Native Ameri-
cans and “desperados.”

Winchester 1876 

After Gillette’s successful law enforce-
ment career, he turned to raising cattle 
in the high-desert country west of Mar-
fa, Texas. At some point, he acquired a 
Winchester 1876 King Improvement 
model in .45-60 Winchester with a 28-
inch barrel. From the looks of it, this 
rifle was well used.

Winchester 1886

Texas Ranger James Putman closed the 
Murder Steer Case in the Glass Moun-
tains north of Marathon, Texas, with 
his Winchester ’86 in .45-70 when he 
head-shot Fine Gilliland after a rancher 
had been killed and a deputy sheriff 
wounded by Gilliland.

Winchester 1892 
The M92 is probably one of the most 
recognizable to the general public, due 
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This Winchester 

Model 1876 Kings Im-

provement in .45-60 

Winchester with a 28-

inch barrel belonged 

to Texas Ranger Jim 

Gillette, who, later in 

his life, ranched west 

of Marfa, Texas, on the 

Barrel Springs Ranch. 

(Photo: Courtesy of Mu-

seum of the Big Bend)

Whitney Arms Com-

pany’s .44-caliber 

lever-action that 

found its way into 

west Texas.

(Photo: Courtesy of Mu-

seum of the Big Bend)

A Sharps “Old Reli-

able” .45-caliber rifl e. 

(Photo: Courtesy of Mu-

seum of the Big Bend)

Two 30-06s:top, 1917 

P14 Eddystone Enfi eld; 

bottom, a Remington 

1903 both popular 

with the U.S. Military 

along the border. 

(Photo: Courtesy of Colby 

Brandon)

Top, a Winchester 

“Yellow Boy” model 

1866 in 44 Henry 

Rimfi re from Ojinaga, 

Chihuahua, Mexico, 

and an 1894 Short 

Rifl e in 30 WCF from 

far west Texas. 

(Photo: Courtesy of Colby 

Brandon) 
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MODERN-DAY GUNS OF  

THE MEXICAN BORDER

These days, the revolver and lever-action 
have mostly been abandoned by law en-
forcement—but not entirely. Jeff Davis 
County Sheriff Bill Kitts keeps a stain-
less Marlin 1895SBL in .45-70 handy 
in his work truck and wears a SIG P220 
Elite in 10mm on his hip.

Brewster County Sheriff Ronny Dod-
son usually wears a Kimber 1911 in .45 
ACP and keeps a couple Winchester 
Model 94s, in .30-30 Winchester and 
.357 Magnum handy for long gun situ-
ations.

Today, the battle-proven 1911 can still 
be found holstered in leather on the gun 
belts of deputy sheriffs and Texas Rang-
ers who work tirelessly along the border. 

It hasn’t been all that long ago that 
gun writer Jim Wilson used a slick, 
short-barreled Browning 1892 in .44 
Remington Magnum as his long arm 
during his tenure as a West Texas Sheriff, 
all the while with an engraved Colt .45 
Government Model stuffed in the waist-
band of his starched Wranglers.

Texas Ranger Joaquin Jackson car-
ried his handy, brushed-chrome-finish 

to its use in Western movies. A Model 
’92 carbine is still one of the slickest 
long guns around and a great defen-
sive weapon. I have mildly customized 
Browning 1892 designated as my go-to 
defense rifle.

Winchester 1895 

Winchester’s solid ’95 was very popular 
during the Bandit Wars along the bor-
der. Chambered in .30-06, these rifles 
were favorites among the old-time Texas 
Rangers. The one I examined in .30-03 
Government was developed to replace 
the .30-40 Krag and was the predecessor 
of the .30-06. 

Winchester Model 1894

The Model 94 in .30 WCF (.30-30 
Winchester) is a classic lever-action. 
This is another rifle favored by law-
men, outlaws, cowboys and hunters. 
It’s still a viable candidate for hunting 
and personal defense.

Savage Model’s 1895 and 1899

The Savage M95 and M99 were also 
popular rifles of the day. One of the 
rarer lever-actions I was able to pho-
tograph was the Whitney Arms Model 
1886 in .44 caliber. Its history is un-
known, only that it found its way to 
West Texas and into the museum on 
the Sul Ross campus.

COLT SINGLE-ACTION ARMY

Colt’s ASS is a perfect handgun in my 
eye, and old photographs show I’m not 
alone in that assessment. The SAA was 
a popular sidearm along the border by 
those who violated and those who en-
forced the law, as well as cowboys and 
ranchers.

Brewster County Sheriff Ronny 
Dodson owns a unique old Colt SAA 
45 with a 4¾-inch barrel that was 
shipped to Del Rio, Texas, around 
1918. It was purchased by a rancher 
south of Dryden who bought it for 
protection against bandits … and to 
protect his livestock from the thieves 
as well as predators. The Colt was 
his sole firearm, and the honest wear 
shows he carried it often. 

Remnants of a Span-

ish wall canon that 

found its way to Laji-

tas, Texas, on the Rio 

Grande. These guns 

were mounted on 

fort walls for defense 

... and even used as 

punt guns for shooting 

ducks. It’s believed 

this gun could’ve 

come from the Alamo. 

(Photo: Courtesy of Mu-

seum of the Big Bend)

Model ’94 Winchester in .30-30 most of 
his long career, usually accompanied 
by a Colt Light Weight Commander 
in .45 ACP with engraved silver and 
gold grips, or a good Smith & Wesson 
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sitioned to Glock’s Models 47 and 19 for 
uniformed carry. Texas Parks and Wild-
life Game Wardens have been wearing 
Glocks for many years and now issue the 
Model 17. Texas Department of Public 
Safety Troopers are issued the SIG Sauer 
P320. All of these pistols are chambered 
in 9mm. Various AR platform rifles are 
very popular and are carried by most 
law enforcement and chambered in 223 
Remington. 

Even though some of the guns found 
along the southwest border have changed 
dramatically in design and composition 
in recent decades, one basic fact remains 
the same: You still need one! 

A special thanks to Museum of the Big Bend’s 

Curator of Collections, Matt Walter, for his as-

sistance in gathering information on guns from 

the museum archives and for allowing me to 

photograph them. And to the Archives of the Big 

Bend, located in the Bryan Wildenthal Memorial 

Library at Sul Ross State University in Alpine, 

Texas, for allowing me to copy a few photographs 

from their treasure trove of history. And to my 

amigo, Colby Brandon, who not only makes top-

shelf 1911s, but who owns some of the neatest old 

lever-actions in Big Bend country. -Shane Jahn

revolver. Jackson also wore a Colt SAA 
at times as well.

Another old border patrol inspector 
I once knew patrolled The River below 
Sanderson, Texas, decades ago with his 

custom Winchester ’92 in .357 Magnum. 
I don’t know if he ever used it on ban-
dits, but I’m confident a decent amount 
of javelina fell to the little carbine.

The U.S. Border Patrol recently tran-

Three classic 

Winchesters, top 

to bottom: 1895 30 

Govt. ’03, 1894 Saddle 

Ring Carbine made 

in 1898, and a model 

1892 Saddle Ring 

Carbine in .44 WCF, a 

gun with West Texas 

lineage. The cartridge 

belt came out of Old 

Mexico.

(Photo: Courtesy of Colby 

Brandon)

ABOUT  
THE AUTHOR

Shane Jahn is a full-time lawman of the Mexi-

can border and part-time freelance writer. He 

enjoys writing about good firearms, old guns 

with a storied history, and fair-chase hunting. 

MADE IN THE USA|GUN DIGEST THE MAGAZINEGUNDIGEST.COM |31 

@
W

or
ld_

M
an

_M
ag



.HO�7HF�UHGHÞ�QHV�ZKDW�

o0DGH�LQ�$PHULFDp�

ORRNV�OLNH�ZLWK�

WKH�3����

BE YON D  BLU E D  ST E E L  A N D  WA L N U T  //  PATRICK SWEENEY

I
’ve always been impressed by the 
ingenuity and engineering of the 
people at Kel-Tec and the prod-
ucts they offer. They’ve always 

been pushing boundaries, testing lim-
its and making firearms that are more 
than (or where desired, like weight, 
less than) other designs.

And the looks? If you’re into “mod-
ern industrial,” Kel-Tec is where you 
go. Now, I grew up in an era when 
“made in America” was a given, im-
ports were rare, expensive and often-
times an ergonomic hot mess, and 
blued steel and walnut were the base-
line assumption of “looking good.”

As much as I still respond favorably 
to blued steel and walnut, there are 
times when a clearly industrial-look 
approach is just the ticket.

SWEDISH ROOTS, AMERICAN SOIL

Thus, we have Kel-Tec. Founded by 
George Kellgren (a Swede, but the U.S. 
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has a lot of Swedes and those whose 
parents and grandparents came from 
Sweden) in 1991, the idea wasn’t to 
make firearms like everyone else. After 
all, if you’re a small company—a brand-
new upstart—do you really want to 
be making rifles just like Ruger, Win-
chester and Remington? (OK, Rem-

ington would be a special case, but in 
1991, not so much an outlier.) Do you 
want to go head-to-head with handgun 
makers like Ruger, Glock, Sig, etc.? Not 
if you want to stay in business.

And since you’re doing it all right 
here in the good-old US of A, you’ve 
got to be cleverer and you have to have 

a distinct look. It doesn’t hurt to go 
after specific segments of the market 
that have heretofore been underserved.

The first Kel-Tec firearm was the 
P-11, a compact 9mm pistol that held 
10 rounds in a flush magazine, but it 
also cleverly accepted magazines from 
the S&W 59 series. Magazines are a 

The P50 is the new kid on the block 

in 5.7x28mm. It uses the same 

magazines as the FN carbine, for 

less money and less bulk.
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specialized subset of design and manu-
facture, and the cleverness of a brand-
new company, with a new design, 
using an existing magazine as the feed 
mechanism cannot be overstated. 

Another, later in the line of 9mm 
pistols, is the PF-9. We’re now accus-
tomed to super-compact EDC 9mm 
pistols, but back in 2006, when the 
PF-9 came out, this wasn’t so much 
the case. So, from Kel-Tec we have the 
lightest and flattest 9mm, it being a 
single-stack DAO pistol, one that’s so 
light that it can be actual work to shoot 
with hot defensive ammo.

That very lightness makes it valuable 
as a sidearm in certain uses. As an ultra-
compact backup for those of us who 
insist on packing heavy, it’s da bomb. 
If you have a PF-9, you have 12 ounces 
of made-in-the-USA insurance. I have 
knives that weigh more than that, and 
they aren’t as long as the reach of a PF-9.

Made properly … and here? Of 
course. The slide and barrel are both 
heat-treated 4140 steel. The chassis is 
machined from a billet of 7075 alu-
minum. The frame is high-strength 
polymer and all the making happens 
in the Kel-Tec plant in Cocoa, Florida. 

Why the emphasis on “Made in the 
USA?” If the COVID-19 pandemic has 
taught us one thing, it’s that long sup-
ply chains can be a problem. 

Not long ago, a super cargo contain-
er ship was freed after being aground 
in the Suez Canal. It was so big that it 
literally wedged across the channel, 
blocking the canal. Over 300 ships 
were stuck until it got freed. With ships 
now commonly transporting 14,000 
containers or more, each, that’s more 
than a half-million containers stuck 
in traffic. Billions of dollars worth of 
goods, waiting in the hot sun of the 
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Mideast. Don’t tell me that American 
made doesn’t matter. 

Back to Kel-Tec. One very cool pistol 
they make (the P11 is no longer in the 
lineup) is the PMR30. It’s a pistol in .22 
Magnum that holds 30 rounds in the 
magazine. For someone looking for a 
home-defense pistol that doesn’t have 
a lot of recoil, there’s your solution. 
People might sneer at a .22 Magnum 
round, but 30 of them—and 30 more 
after a fast reload—is a real emergency-
solving handful.

So, making things here in the USA 
sounds a whole lot better, and it 

As an ultra-compact 

everyday-carry gun, or 

as a backup to a bigger 

gun, the Kel-Tec PF9 is 

just the ticket.

doesn’t rely on the now-constrained 
(there’s a shortage, apparently) sup-
ply of shipping containers. And true 
to the 21st century, Kel-Tec now does 
their design and dimensional stan-
dards work on computers. That info 
can be fed directly to CNC-machining 
centers, and a modified firearm, or an 
entirely new prototype, can be created 
right away. Then, once extensive test-
ing shows need, an updated one can be 
produced that afternoon and fed right 
into the testing process. Computers are 
great; you just have to know how to use 
them, and Kel-Tec sure does. 

THEY HAVE LONG GUNS, TOO

The design efforts of Kel-Tec are also 
bent toward rifles and shotguns. And 
it isn’t enough that they give free rein 
to the industrial-look polymer and 
steel design imperative, they also of-
fer practical and usable bullpups. The 
rifles, the RFB and the RDB, use com-
mon-capacity (20 rounds or more) 
magazines, but provide carbine-length 
barrels in firearms that are as compact 
as a rifle can be. The trigger on the 
RFB they sent me was so good that I 
simply told them they weren’t getting 
the gun back.

The PF9 is an ultra-

compact 9mm. You can 

use the standard fl ush 

magazine or gain extra 

rounds by using the 

extended version.

The PMR30 is a 

pistol chambered 

in .22 WMR, and it 

holds—you guessed 

it—30 rounds in the 

magazine.
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BE YON D  BLU E D  ST E E L  A N D  WA L N U T  //  PATRICK SWEENEY
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To load the P50, open 

the action and stuff  

the magazine unto the 

upper. Don’t lay it in the 

lower; it wasn’t made to 

work that way.

Ammo of any kind might 

be hard to get, but the P50 

can be fed ammo from 

several sources, and it 

works like a champ.
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The P50 uses the 5.7x28mm cartridge, 
developed by FN back in the late 1990s 
for a NATO requirement. Now, I love 
the FN line of firearms, and they’re 
a first-rate crew, but they also don’t 
seem interested in responding to price 
competition. If you want to shoot 
something made by FN, using 5.7 am-
munition, you’re in for spending no 
less than $1,200. The quality is there, 
but so is the price. 

The Kel-Tec P50 has an MSRP of 
$995. Some might say that $200 isn’t 
much of a price difference, but even 
with today’s inflated ammo prices, that 
gets you a bunch of ammo. And as far 
as ammunition capacity goes, the P50 
uses the same magazines as the FN 
PS90, so you have 50 rounds on tap 
once you’ve loaded up.

The design of the P50 is … not tra-
ditional. As in, telling the designers af-
ter their first attempt: “We don’t make 
firearms that look like other people’s 
firearms. Go back, chug a few Red 
Bulls and try again.”

There’s the customary Kel-Tec 
dependence on strong and well-pro-
portioned polymer moldings. There’s 
the usual (and properly engineered) 
assembly of sheet-steel stampings and 

machined aluminum. And there’s a 
charging handle on the back end that 
works just like the one on an AR-15, 
so you know how to get it ready to 
rock. And true to the Kel-Tec process, 
it looks like it was designed tomor-
row—as a tool that Corporal Hicks 
would’ve clipped to his body armor—
and it was designed and made here in 
the USA.

The action hinges open at the front, 
the PS90 magazine rides horizontally 
inside the action and there’s a thumb 
safety for your use, convenient to your 
firing hand. What’s really different is 
that the top half of the receiver set has 
a full-length rail, and there’s enough 
room there to park more accessories, 
by weight, than the P50 itself weighs.

Underneath the location of the mag-
azine, on the lower receiver half, there’s 
a rail section long enough to let you 
mount a light, laser or whatever is the 
en vogue item of the tacti-cool set. Just 
ahead of the trigger guard is a sculpted 
hand-hold, one that allows you to get 
a second hand on the P50, just under 
the balance point. On the back end is a 
QD sling socket, so you can use a short 
sling, à la SAS style, to keep the P50 
steady while shooting.

Now, being nontraditional can have 
some drawbacks. Reloading the P50 
is a two-handed affair. You’ve got to 
unlatch the upper, then swing it open 
and pluck out the old magazine. Insert 
the new magazine not into the space 
in the lower where it looks like it’ll go, 
but press it into the upper receiver, and 
then swing the lower up to the upper. 
Work the charging handle, and you’re 
good to go.

To shoot, press the safety to Fire 
(forward until it is vertical), push the 
P50 out in front of you to either line 
up the iron sights (nestled in the gut-
ter of the top rail) or get the red-dot 
on target and press the trigger. Repeat 
as necessary. It takes a bit of time, but 
you’ve got 50 rounds at the ready once 
you do. 

’Merica! You get choices, so take ad-
vantage of them. 

The shotguns, the KS7 and the KSG, 
are even more trick. The KS7 looks like 
it came right off of the set of Aliens, 
and the KSG, while the same size, has 
nearly double the capacity. Kel-Tec 
doesn’t consider the traditional design, 
look or mechanism when building any 
of these firearms. And that’s the usual 
Kel-Tec method.

KEL-TEC’S P50

A case in point, and the current Kel-
Tec “gotta have it” firearm is the P50. 
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T H E GR E AT E ST OF A L L T I M E ? //  BRYCE M. TOWSLEY

“H
ow ya gonna keep 
’em down on the 
farm aft er they’ve 
seen Paree’?”

Th is popular song is illustrative of 
the huge demographic changes result-
ing from World War I. So many of 

Remington’s 
Model 700.

our doughboys were ripped from rural 
Americana and dumped into “the rest of 
the world” that something had to happen. 

Th e concept spilled over into hunting 
rifl es as well. Th ose guys fought and won 
a war with bolt-action rifl es. How would 
they be content with anything less for 
hunting?

Remington answered with its Model 
30 rifl e, introduced in 1921. Using left -
over Enfi eld parts and chambered in 

.30-06, it was a sporting version of the 
rifl e soldiers carried in war. In 1926, the 
Model 30 Express replaced it. It was a 
lighter rifl e that cocked on opening and 
was off ered in many variations and in a 
multitude of cartridges. It showed Ameri-
can hunters the future of sporting rifl es. 

World War II killed off  this rifl e, as it 
did so many great fi rearms. Following 
that war, Remington introduced the 
Model 721 bolt-action rifl e in 1948. It 

The Remington Model 700 

in .338 RUM is one of the 

author’s favorite rifl es for 

big game.
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was a gun meant for the times. Using 
diff erent manufacturing techniques and 
the engineering genius of Mike Walker, 
who was an avid benchrest shooter, the 
rifl e was inexpensive and outstandingly 
functional. By using a cylinder-type ac-
tion, manufacturing costs were reduced 
and accuracy improved. Th e 721 and 
the later short-action 722 rifl es were just 
what the returning GIs needed: aff ord-
able performance. 

Th e only fl aw, if it might be called 
that, was the guns were rather plain. As 
the country prospered in the postwar 
boom, shooters’ tastes evolved and 
they began looking for form as well as 
function. Remington was losing market 
share to the prettier Winchester Model 
70. In 1962, Remington addressed that 
problem with the introduction of the 
Model 700 rifl e, along with a hot new 
cartridge, the 7mm Remington Mag-

num. Th e duo helped launch the mag-
num mania that followed. 

LUCKY SEVENS

Th e 700 retained the basic design of the 
721, but with improvements and in a 
slicker, better-looking package. As they 
say, the rest is history. With more than 
5 million sold, the Remington Model 
700 rifl e is arguably the best-selling, 
bolt-action sporting rifl e in history. Th e 
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T H E GR E AT E ST OF A L L T I M E ? //  BRYCE M. TOWSLEY

The author built 

this custom .300 

Winchester precision 

rifl e on a Remington 

action. It’s extremely 

accurate and capable 

of shooting very ling 

range. 

(Right, middle) The 

author built this cus-

tom .6mm Creedmoor 

precision rifl e on a 

Remington action. It is 

capable of extraordi-

nary accuracy.

(Right, bottom) This 

.308 was built on a 

Remington Model 700 

action by the author 

using “spare” parts 

that had collected in 

his shop. It shoots well 

under 0.5 MOA.

models and variations that followed in 
the next 58 years are mind boggling, 
but they all have a common theme: the 
Model 700 action.

When it comes to rifl es, everything is 
round. Th e cartridge is round, the bul-
lets are round, the barrels are round, the 
bore is round, the bolts are round—and 
so it stands to reason that the action 
should be round. If we’re able to keep 
all these round things to a common 
center, accuracy is ensured. Th at, in a 
nutshell, is the success of the Remington 
700 action. Because it’s round, it’s also 
less expensive to manufacture with far 
less machining needed than with other 
action designs. It’s much easier to hold 
precision, which is one key factor in the 
Model 700’s legendary accuracy. 

Th e Model 700 comes in two lengths, 
short and long. One or the other will fi t 
any cartridge from .17 Fireball through 
.375 RUM. Th e Model 700 bolt main-
tains the two-forward-lugs lockup style 
popularized with the Mauser action. 
Th is is a very strong action, and, again, 
it’s easier to maintain accuracy. Two 
lugs are easier to machine precisely than 

three, six or nine. One component of 
accuracy is that all lugs support the bolt 
equally. Th e more lugs there are, the 
harder it is to achieve this goal. 

Th e 700 bolt has a recessed bolt face 
that fi ts into another recess in the bar-
rel and, when you add the action, this 
creates the legendary “three rings of 
steel” surrounding the cartridge. Th is is 
considered to be much safer in the event 
of a cartridge failure, as it helps isolate 
the gases and particles from the shooter. 
Th ere is some merit to the theory that 
this recessed bolt face helps keep the 
cartridge aligned in the chamber to 
enhance accuracy. Again, the more 
centered everything is, the better the 
accuracy. Th e recessed bolt supports the 
rear of the cartridge and helps keep it 
centered with the bore. 

Th e Model 700 has a very fast lock 
time, which is the time from when 
the trigger releases until the fi ring pin 
strikes the primer. Th e theory is that 
the faster this happens, the less chance 
of the gun moving and having a nega-
tive eff ect on accuracy. While this does 
not mechanically improve accuracy, in 

the real world it makes it easier for the 
shooter to access the inherent accuracy 
in the rifl e. 

Th e Model 700 uses a separate recoil 
lug, which fi ts like a washer between the 
barrel and the receiver. Again, this keeps 
costs down as it’s much less expensive 
to make than to machine the recoil lug 
integral to the action, as seen with some 
other rifl e designs. 

THE PUSH-FEED FACTS

Th ere are two complaints we oft en hear 
from rifl e nerds about the Remington 
Model 700. First is that it’s a push-feed 
rifl e. Th at means that once the car-
tridge is free from the magazine it’s not 
mechanically supported as it’s pushed 
by the bolt for the short remaining dis-
tance into the chamber. In contrast, a 
controlled-round-feed (CRF) rifl e cap-
tures the cartridge behind the extractor 
as it exits the magazine and holds it 
against the bolt face while it is fed into 
the chamber. 

One downside of using a CRF rifl e 
is that most cannot be fed single car-
tridges. If the rifl e is dry and things are 
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happening fast, the option of tossing 
a cartridge into the loading port and 
slamming the bolt shut is comforting. 
Most push-feed designs allow this, while 
most CRF rifles do not.

The other side of the argument is that 
the push-feed design seems to be a bit 
more accurate. The tension of the ex-
tractor on the cartridge in a controlled-
round feed can influence the cartridge 
position in the chamber in a negative 
way. Most precision rifles are push-feed 
design because, when accuracy is mea-
sured in tenths of an inch, the push-feed 
seems to have the advantage. 

The other common complaint about 
the Remington Model 700 design is the 
extractor. Every armchair expert out 
there will tell you “It’s no damn good!” 
The dangerous-game hunting guys and 
the tactical guys all claim it’s a huge 
problem that will get you killed in the 
“real” world. 

I’ll be honest: It’s a fragile-looking 
little thing that looks like it should be a 
problem. But it’s not. I should note that 
this extractor style has been used by 
Remington going back to at least 1948 
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The author shot this 

Cape buffalo with a 

.416 UMT rifle built on 

a Remington Model 

700 action while hunt-

ing the Selous Reserve 

in Tanzania.

with the 721 and 722 model rifles. There 
are almost 7 million rifles out there with 
the “horrible” extractors, and yet there 
are virtually no reports of them failing 
during a critical time and getting some-
body killed. 

I’ve been a fan of Remington rifles all 
my life. I bought the first one, a Model 
788, in 1968. Over the years, I have had 
a lot of Model 700 rifles and its relatives 
that use the same extractor system, such 
as the Model 788, Model Seven, Model 
721 and Model 722, pass through my 
gun vault. I’ve used a few hundred dif-
ferent rifles with the Remington-style 
extractor, in a lot of cartridges and in a 
lot of places—and I have never had an 
extractor problem. 

If we followed up on most of the 
reports of extractor failures, we likely 
would find that an overpressure hand-
load was stuck in the chamber and 
somebody beat the hell out of the bolt to 
remove it. The truth is, I did that myself, 
back before I knew better, and still never 
had an extractor fail. I have seen the bolt 
handle break off when a guy was beating 
on it with a chunk of firewood to extract 
a stuck handload, but the extractor held.

I’m sure the extractors wear out like 
any other piece of machinery and that 
they break now and then, but I just can’t 
find any evidence that the Remington 
extractor is a true problem. 

However, if you’re concerned, it’s 

easy enough to have a gunsmith re-
place the Remington extractor with a 
Sako or M16-style extractor. This is a 
common “upgrade” to the Model 700 
rifle. I’ve installed both style extractors 
on custom rifles I’ve built, and I’ve left 
the original factory extractor in other 
custom rifles I’ve built. The number of 
problems with any of the extractors so 
far is zero. A couple of the rifles have 
been used for long-range target shoot-
ing and for a lot of ammo testing for 
magazine articles, so the round count 
is getting seriously high. 

CONSIDERING A CUSTOM

Speaking of custom rifles, the Model 
700 action is a long-time favorite of 
custom-gun builders, both profes-
sional and hobbyists. It’s one of the few 
production rifle actions available on 
the current market as the action only. It 
also has a huge number of aftermarket 
parts and accessories available. When 
it comes to building bolt-action rifles, 
nothing matches the Model 700 in 
terms of the gadgets and goodies made 
to fit. It’s the “kit” rifle of bolt actions. 

The Remington 700 is extremely 

T H E GR E AT E ST OF A L L T I M E ? //  BRYCE M. TOWSLEY

(Below, left) A 

Remington Model 700 

XCR in .375 RUM on 

a Cape buffalo hunt 

in Tanzania in 2005. 

Note that this Rem-

ington XCR rifle has a 

synthetic stock. The 

stability of synthetics 

is important in this 

high-humidity area.
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easy for hobby and professional 
gunsmiths to work with, and it can 
produce outstanding results. Before I 
had a lathe, I customized several rifles 
using only hand tools. I would lap bolt 
lugs for even contact, true the bolt face 
and then fit a short-chambered bar-
rel. A short-chambered barrel comes 
with 90 percent of the work done. The 
threads are cut and the chamber is 
left .010-inch short so that once it’s on 
the action you can finish cutting the 
chamber to the correct headspace. This 
provides a viable option for a hobby 
gunsmith with only hand tools. By cut-
ting the last of the chamber by hand, 
you can make the perfect minimum 
spec chamber. 

How well does that work? I have a 
.308 Winchester I built that way that 
will shoot 0.5 MOA all day long. This is 
a great way to get started building your 
own rifles without spending your kid’s 
college fund on expensive power tools. 

The boom in custom rifles has in-
spired an entire industry of custom 
actions, most of those actions use the 
Model 700 basic design. So why do 
a lot of builders, particularly hobby 
guys, use the Model 700 action? These 
custom actions are outstanding, but 
they’re expensive. The average high-

end action costs about 2.8 times as 
much as a new Remington Model 700 
action from Brownells. It’s often even 
cheaper to prowl local gun shops to 
find old beater Model 700 rifles that 
you can buy for less than the price of a 
new action.

With custom-rifle builders today, 
the choice is simple: Time is money. 
Back in the day, gunsmiths had to work 
with the rifle actions that were available. 
Often that meant a donor rifle that was 
cannibalized to get the action or, at best, 
buying an action, usually a Remington 
Model 700, Winchester Model 70 or 
a surplus Mauser. Today, things have 
changed and there are a lot of very good 
shovel-ready rifle actions on the market. 

AND THEN THERE’S ACCURACY

But, in terms of accuracy, a skilled 
gunsmith will produce a rifle that’s 
every bit as accurate by blueprinting a 
factory Model 700 action. “Blueprint-
ing” is nothing more than a fancy term 
for trueing everything to the common 
center. That means trueing the threads, 
bolt lugs, bolt face and the receiver face 
to the center line of the action. Finally, 
the bolt lugs will be lapped for a perfect 
mate to the action lugs. 

I enjoy building guns, and it’s a hobby 

thing for me. So, if it takes me a bit lon-
ger to complete a project because I have 
to blueprint the action, I see that as 
more time with concrete under my feet 
and contentment in my heart. Most of 
my builds are for my own use or are for 
friends and family, so we try to keep the 
cost reasonable. That means, more often 
than not, a Remington 700 action.

Results? I have a precision rifle in 
6mm Creedmoor rifle I built on a Rem-
ington 700 short action that I would put 
up against any similar rifle on any ac-
tion. I have lots of five-shot groups that 
are 0.2 inch or a bit smaller. I think the 
limiting factor is my shooting ability, 
not the rifle. 

On the other end of the spectrum, I 
built myself a 9.3x62 for hunting. It is 
capable of 0.5 MOA with factory loads, 
and it runs as fast and smooth as any rifle 
I own. I’ve used it on elk and whitetail 
deer with great results. I would not hesi-
tate to use it on dangerous game.

The Remington Model 700 rifle 
design is almost six decades old and 
it’s still an industry leader. In that 
time, Remington has changed almost 
nothing in the basic design. That says 
a lot about the enduring legacy of 
the world’s most popular bolt-action, 
sporting rifle. 

T H E GR E AT E ST OF A L L T I M E ? //  BRYCE M. TOWSLEY
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to own. 
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grip, and an SB Tactical SBA3 pistol 

brace. A 2 MOA Crimson Trace CTS-

1000 Red Dot Sight finishes off this 

pistol build perfectly, giving you ev-

erything you need to hit the range. All 

Aero Precision parts and components 

are engineered from the ground up 

and built on the foundation of superior 

American quality and precision manu-

facturing you have come to expect 

from all Aero parts and components. 

The parts and components used in this 

pistol are offered in a variety of dif-

ferent configurations giving complete 

power and control to the builder. 

MSRP: $1,300

aeroprecisionusa.com

This Aero Precision pistol build fea-

tures an M4E1 Lower Receiver and 

an M4E1 Non-Forward Assist Upper 

Receiver. This build is chambered in 

5.56 Nato and features a 7.5-inch 

barrel with a 7-inch ATLAS S-One 

handguard. A VG6 Epsilon 556 muzzle 

device finishes the upper receiver 

giving the build a compensator as well 

as a flash hider right out of the gate. 

The internal components of the upper 

feature an Aero Precision Black Nitride 

Bolt Carrier Group and the all-new 

Aero Precision BREACH Ambidextrous 

Charging Handle. 

The lower receiver features a Rise 

Armament Rave-140 single-stage 

3.5-pound flat trigger, a Magpul MOE®
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SPECIAL ADVERTISEMENT SECTION

Introducing a duty holster built specifi -

cally for law enforcement and military 

personnel. The Rapid Force Duty 

Holster is the answer to all of your duty 

holster needs. Designed and engi-

neered with valuable input from law 

enforcement and military professionals, 

this holster was built to protect your 

fi rearm, while you protect and serve 

your country.

Featuring secure Level 2 and Level 

3 retention, a completely natural, 

lightning-fast draw, and the durability 

of a tank, the Rapid Force is in a class 

of its own.

The Rapid Force Duty Holster is 

available in four confi gurations: Belt 

Slide, MOLLE, Drop Leg, and Paddle.

Add our revolutionary Quick Discon-

nect System (QDS) and you’ll be able 

to switch your holster from one carry 

confi guration to another quickly and 

easily, without the use of tools.

The Rapid Force Duty Holster is 

proudly made in the USA and comes 

with a 30-day fi eld test drive and a 

three-year, full manufacturer warranty.

Order today and experience the duty 

holster you’ve been waiting for.

aliengearholsters.com

PRODUCT SPECS:

 Rapid Force Duty Holster

 Belt Slide Confi guration

 Level 3 Retention, Lights and Laser Compatible, 

MRDS Hood.

 MSRP: $190.88
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SPECIAL ADVERTISEMENT SECTION

BCMGUNFIGHT-

ER™ VERTICAL 

GRIP MOD 3 (M-

LOK® COMPAT-

IBLE*)
 Low-profi le length for increased 

mobility and decreased snag 

factor.

 The forward angle increases 

the rigidity of the forearm, while 

providing a more natural wrist 

angle.

 Can be mounted in reverse 

angle to increase control when 

grabbing handguard and grip.

 Flat sides with aggressive 

texture give better yaw control 

to the shooter during fi ring and 

non-fi ring manipulations.

 A lightweight design at 1.9 

ounces.

 Made in the USA, manufactured 

from high-quality, impact-

resistant polymers.

BCMGUNFIGHT-

ER™ PKMR (POLY-

MER KEYMOD™ 

RAIL) MID LENGTH
 Direct replacement handguard 

featuring simple “drop-in” 

design.

 For AR-15s with a mid-length 

gas system and Mil-spec front 

sight base.

 Natural ergonomics, slim, 

comfortable, and lightweight 

(only 7.9 oz.).

 Aggressively textured area for 

enhanced traction.

 Reinforced KeyMod interface for 

durable accessory support.

 Three, six-hole KeyMod 

mounting surfaces (10:30, 1:30, 

and 6:00).

 Aluminum heat shield reduces 

heat transfer to the handguard 

and shooter’s hand.

 The PKMR will only fi t a triangle 

M16-type handguard retaining 

cap.

 Patent Pending design.

 Made in the USA.

BCM 

RECCE-16 

QRF
UPPER RECEIVER

 Receiver Machined 

from Aluminum Forgings 

7075-T6 and Hardcoat Anodized per 

MIL-A-8625F, Type III, Class 2 

 M4 Feed Ramp Flat Top with Laser 

T-markings 

 Mid Length Gas System 

BCM® BOLT CARRIER GROUP

 Machined from Mil-Spec Carpenter 

No. 158® Steel 

 HPT/MPI (High Pressure Tested/

Proof) · (Magnetic Particle Inspected) 

 Shot Peened 

 Tool Steel Extractor with BCM®

Extractor Spring 

 Black Extractor Insert 

 Chrome Lined Carrier (Full Auto 

Profi le) 

 Chrome Lined Gas Key Hardened to 

USGI Specifi cations, with Staked 

Grade 8 Fasteners per Mil-Spec 

BCM® LOWER RECEIVER

 Receiver Machined from Aluminum 

Forgings 7075-T6, Hardcoat Anodized 

(per MIL-A-8625F, Type III, Class 2) 

 Low Shelf for RDIAS Installation — 

Installation of a registered drop-in 

auto sear allows weapon to fi re on full 

automatic 

 Low Shelf for Accuwedge use 

 Fire Controls Marked SAFE and SEMI 

 BCM® Mil-Spec 7075-T6 Receiver 

Extension 

 Staked M4 Lock Nut 

 USGI H Buffer (1 USGI Tungsten, 2 

Steel) 

BCM® BARREL

 Independently Certifi ed Mil-Spec 

11595E Barrel Steel, Manganese 

Phosphate Barrel Finish on Entire 

Barrel 

 16-Inch Standard Government Profi le 

Barrel 1/7 Twist, M4 Feed Ramp 

Extension 

 USGI 5.56mm NATO Chrome Lined 

Bore and Chamber 

 HPT/MPI (High Pressure Test) 

(Magnetic Particle Inspected), per 

Mil-Spec

PATRIOT COLLECTION

America is not a race, color, 

or creed. America is more than 

its laws. America is more than 

its flag. America is more than 

its land. America is a nation of 

free men and women who think 

beyond themselves. Men and 

women who will wear the flag 

into the dark corners of the 

world to preserve those ideals. 

Patriots.

BRAVO COMPANY’S 

PREMIUM T-SHIRTS 

FROM THE USA

These Premium Blended Tees 

feature ring-spun cotton known 

for its ultra-soft and stronger 

strands without the rougher tex-

ture of standard open-ended raw 

cotton. It will quickly become 

one of your favorites due to its 

incredible softness and drape. 

Use of this blended, breathable, 

and natural fabric yields a more 

durable wrinkle-resistant shirt 

that holds its color and shape 

better wash after wash.

COMMAND COLLECTION

Lifesaving tools. Built by 

Americans in the United 

States. Manufactured to the 

standards for those who go 

in harm’s way. Designed and 

crafted in-house, and made for 

every responsible citizen where 

freedom still rings.

bravocompanyusa.com
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SPECIAL ADVERTISEMENT SECTION

#195, VEILED PARTNER™

The #195, Veiled Partner™, is an OWB precision molded 

Kydex® holster. The exacting curvature allows for maximum 

concealment and fi ts like a second skin. It can be confi gured 

easily for both height and cant using the 1½- or 1¾-inch 

loop openings. It has adjustable tension and is optics com-

patible. It’s available in both right- and left-hand variants in 

black Kydex®. MSRP is $59.99. It’s available for the follow-

ing fi rearms to start:

desantisholster.com

 GLOCK 43, 43X, 43X MOS WITH OR WITHOUT RED-DOT 

SIGHT

 SPRINGFIELD HELLCAT, HELLCAT OSP WITH OR WITHOUT 

MANUAL SAFETY 

 SIG SAUER P365, P365 XL, P365 SAS, P365 XL WITH 

ROMEO ZERO

 GLOCK 17, 19, 17, GEN 5, 19 GEN 5, 19X, 45, 22, 23, 31, 

32 WITH OR WITHOUT REFLEX SIGHTS

 SIG P320C/P250C WITH OR WITHOUT ROMEO1 REFLEX 

SIGHTS

 TAURUS G3C/G2C/G2S

 S&W M&P SHIELD 9/40, M&P M2.0 9/40

 S&W M&P 9 SHIELD EZ, M&P COMPACT 

.22, PERFORMANCE CENTER M&P 9 

SHIELD EZ
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SPECIAL ADVERTISEMENT SECTION

A CUSTOM DRG BUILD TO EN-

TERTAIN YOUR PASSION FOR 

ADVENTURE AND FREEDOM

100-percent American-made premium 

rifl e build kit from DRG Manufacturing for 

the enthusiast who enjoys the process.

For builders who demand excellence, our 

in-house machined AR-15 lower receiver 

starts from a solid billet of 7075-T6 

aluminum and is precisely machined in 

a single operation to ensure that it’s per-

fectly in spec. All DRG components are 

quality checked in-house and begin with 

meticulously combing over our lower from 

deburring to tumbling. Our hard coat 

anodized fi nish results in a piece that will 

last you a lifetime. 

Marked with White Label Armory, 

Model WLA15A. Our precision-made 

lower receiver fi ts perfectly with our 

complete premium upper receiver 

already assembled and test fi red that in-

cludes our precision made 16-inch 5.56 

NATO 4150CMV barrel with a 1:7 twist 

and stress relieved with a 

mid-length gas system in a 

smooth black nitride fi nish. 

Also included is our own 

premium 15-inch free fl oat 

M-LOK handguard that securely 

covers the barrel, while our billet 7050-

T6 upper receiver is hard coat anodized 

and showcases our signature bolt carrier 

group with a 9310 bolt, billet extractor,

and a smooth black nitride fi nish. 

To reduce muzzle fl ash, the kit has 

an extended A2-style fl ash hider, also 

beautifully nitride fi nished. The rigid 

billet charging handle with an extended 

latch is also a practical enhancement 

for both competitors and combat-

minded shooters, allowing shooters to 

run the weapon faster. Included in the 

package is our 5-star rated lower parts 

kit and buffer tube kit. We are includ-

ing 100 rounds of American-made 

ammo to celebrate after you completed 

your build as well as our branded DRG 

trucker’s hat and sweatshirt to enjoy. 

All products are made from the highest 

quality, USA-produced components, 

made with pride in Lake Zurich, Il-

linois, and guaranteed to surpass all 

expectations time and time again.

Valued around $1,350 plus ammo.

OWN the BUILD

DRG  www.drgmanufacturing.com

WHITE LABEL  whitelabelarmory.com
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SPECIAL ADVERTISEMENT SECTION

MI-CRS-SET

MI COMBAT RIFLE FRONT SIGHT

 Low-profi le 0.437 inch when folded down, fl ips up 

to Mil-spec sight height

 Uses standard A2 front sight post

 Dual-locking detent springs for added reliability 

and crisp positioning

 Constructed of ordnance-grade phosphate 

fi nished steel

 Hard-coated 6061 aluminum base

 1.5 MOA per click adjustments

 Weight: 1.4 oz.

MI COMBAT RIFLE REAR SIGHT

 Super low profi le 0.388-inch centerline when 

folded down

 Flips up to Mil-spec height

 Intermediate aperture for long-range precision and 

close-range rapid engagement

 Dual-locking detent springs for added reliability 

and crisp positioning

 Constructed of phosphate fi nished 

ordnance-grade steel

 Hard-coated 6061 aluminum base

 Rifl e 0.5 MOA / Carbine 0.65 MOA 

click adjustments

 Weight: 1.2 oz.

MI A2 FRONT SIGHT TOOL

 Precision machined from stress-proof steel

 Square notches that engage the sight with a 

precise fi t to give the operator precise sight 

adjustment

 A knurled non-slip handle with a lanyard hole for a 

lifetime of convenient operation

100-PERCENT MADE IN THE USA

MI LIFETIME WARRANTY

MI-G4M15

 4140 heat-treated barrel nut

 Barrel nut and wrench included

 Features patented 4140 heat treated torque plate

 15 inches overall length

 11.5 oz. installed weight

 6061 aluminum type 3 hard coat anodized

 Continuous MIL-STD 1913 Picatinny top rail

 Five integral anti-rotation QD sling sockets

 Super slim 1.5 inches outside and 1.3 inches 

inside diameter

 Seven sides of M-LOK™

 5-Slot polymer M-LOK™ rail included

 Fully dehorned and deburred

 100-percent made in USA — Keeps America 

working

 MI lifetime warranty

midwestindustriesinc.com
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SPECIAL ADVERTISEMENT SECTION

As our name implies, 

precision is extremely 

important to us. When 

we set out to improve the 

performance of CZ’s fl ag-

ship striker-fi red polymer 

frame P-10 pistol, we quickly 

realized we’d have to approach the 

project from a different perspective. 

To improve the trigger on many striker-

fi red, polymer frame handguns often 

requires a combination of minute ad-

justments to trigger bars, connectors, 

and springs, but this wasn’t entirely the 

case of the P-10.

To achieve the desired performance 

without compromising any factory 

safety features from the P-10, we 

found an improved striker to be the 

best solution. Accomplishing this 

meant using Swiss-style CNC machin-

ing from 416 stainless steel to ensure 

the tightest tolerances and NP3®

treating for corrosion resistance and 

self-lubrication. Coupled with our 

proven TAC trigger shoe design, the CZ 

TAC Trigger System delivers safe and 

reliable pre-travel reduction in the P-10 

series pistols, and it’s backed by our 

lifetime warranty.

www.overwatchprecision.com
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SPECIAL ADVERTISEMENT SECTION

durable and longer lasting than punch-

tin housings to help the trigger perform 

fl awlessly under a variety of conditions.

RISE manufactures all its trigger 

models in Broken Arrow, Oklahoma.

Like all RISE triggers, the Blitz is 

precision machined with handcrafted 

tuning and then individually inspected. 

Confi dent in its quality, RISE backs all 

its products, including the Blitz trigger, 

with a hassle-free lifetime warranty 

and RISE’s More-Bang-for-Your-Buck 

Performance Guarantee. 

Incredibly easy to install, the Blitz 

trigger includes free anti-walk pins.

MSRP: $199. 

For more information, visit RiseTrig-

gers.com.

www.risearmament.com

RISE BLITZ TRIGGER

RISE Armament’s Blitz single-stage 

drop-in AR trigger packs top-of-the-line 

performance for under $200. It boasts 

incredible speed, performance, and re-

liability for AR platforms ranging from 

PCCs to AR-15s and AR-10s. It has 

an ultra-fast Quik-Klik™ reset you can 

feel and hear for rapid follow-up shots 

and has virtually no creep to help you 

stay on target. It breaks like an icicle 

and has a light 3- to 3.5-pound pull. 

The Blitz’s interior parts are S7 tool 

steel with heavy-hit hardening and 

a black nitride fi nish for enhanced 

strength and corrosion resistance.

The trigger’s LiteMite™ ham-

mer reduces weight while 

packing a powerful punch. 

The anodized trigger 

housing is machined from 

a solid block of 6061 

aluminum, which is more 
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SPECIAL ADVERTISEMENT SECTION

DVG-1

Striker-fi red 9mm 

subcompact pistol with 

polymer frame, 10+1 dou-

ble-stack magazine capacity, 

15.5 ounces unloaded, with 

front serrations and a fl at trigger.

 Caliber ...........................................................9mm

 Height........................................................5.06 in.

 Length .......................................................6.01 in.

 Width ...........................................................1.0 in.

 Weight ...................................................... 15.5 oz.

 Barrel .....................................................Quadlock

 Barrel Length ..............................................3.1 in.

 Barrel Twist ..................................1:16 right-hand

 Trigger Pull ................................................5.5 lbs.

 Magazine Capacity ....................................... 10+1

 Coating.................................... H&M Black Nitride

MSRP: $299

www.sccy.com
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SPECIAL ADVERTISEMENT SECTION

RTG (RUGGED TACTICAL GRIP)

The Rugged Tactical Grip (RTG) is 

designed for fast-paced, rigorous use 

and features a 19.5-degree grip angle 

and aggressive laser texture. The RTG 

provides intense tactile feedback, pro-

moting responsive weapon movements 

and improved agility.

MSRP: $16.99

CCS (COMBAT COMPETITION 

STOCK)

The Combat Competition Stock 

(CCS) was developed for both combat 

or competition, or those seeking a 

compact, lightweight, and feature-rich 

stock. The sleek design incorporates a 

number of functional features without 

adding unwanted bulk or sacrifi cing 

durability or performance.

MSRP: $57.99

PMX AR MAG

The PMX AR Mag features THRiL’s 

polymer-matrix (PMX) construction, 

designed for high-performance and ex-

treme durability. The PMX technology 

combines impact-resistant polymer and 

an elastomeric strike plate to ensure 

maximum performance in all situations.

MSRP: $13.49

www.thril.com
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SPECIAL ADVERTISEMENT SECTION

TIMNEY ALPHA COMPETITION SERIES 

FOR GLOCK GEN3/4 SPECS:

 3-pound pull weight

 Crisp trigger break

 Tefl on nickel (NP3) - trigger bar and sear

 Straight aluminum trigger with safety blade 

(anodized)

 Uses all stock Glock parts and springs

 East to install, no gunsmith needed

 Fits GEN3: G17, G17L, G19, G22, G24, G23, G34, G35

 Fits GEN4: G17, G19, G22, G23, G34, G35

 Shoe Options: Curved

 Color: Black with red shoe

 MSRP: $164.99

TIMNEY ALPHA COMPETITION SERIES 

FOR GLOCK GEN5 SPECS: 

 3-pound pull weight 

 Crisp trigger break

 Tefl on nickel (NP3) - trigger bar and sear

 Straight aluminum trigger with safety blade 

(anodized)

 Uses all stock Glock parts and springs

 East to install, no gunsmith needed

 Fits GEN5: G17, G19, G34

 Shoe Options: Curved

 Color: Black with red shoe

 MSRP: $164.99

Timney Triggers is dedicated to 

ensuring their customers a lifetime 

of hassle-free shooting enjoyment.

Evident in the last step of the manu-

facturing process when each trigger is 

hand-assembled, tested, and calibrated 

for the specifi c platform it is intended 

for before it’s delivered to their cus-

tomer’s door. Timney Triggers is proud 

to offer a lifetime warranty on all their 

products and each trigger is proudly 

Made in the USA.

timneytriggers.com

The new Alpha Competition Series of triggers is Timney’s latest overnight success 

– 75 years in the making.

First in the Alpha Series lineup is a replacement trigger for the Glock Genera-

tion 3, 4, and 5 pistols. With a factory pull weight of 3 pounds, the Timney Alpha 

Competition trigger answers the long call for a trigger that has the same feel 

and performance that matches the reliability of the Glock system by providing an 

improved trigger design that does not sacrifice any part of the Glock reliability.
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PRODUCT NO. R8083

Now in its 75th edition, 

the 2021 Gun Digest still 

reigns as “The World’s 

Greatest Gun Book!” 

Rifles, handguns, 

shotguns, ammo, 

optics, muzzleloaders 

... if it has anything 

to do with guns and 

shooting, you’ll find 

it here. Written and 

edited by the industry’s 

leading writers and 

experts, this is the book 

that every firearms 

fanatic needs. Get 

yours today! 

$36.99@
W

or
ld_

M
an

_M
ag



KANSAS

Oct 9-10 KS, park city. Chisholm Trail 
Antique Gun Assoc. Gun Show. Hartman 
Arena, 8151 N Hartman Arena Dr, Park 
City, KS.

Oct 9-10 KS, park city. Chisholm Trail 
Antique Gun Assoc. Gun Show. Hartman 
Arena, 8151 N Hartman Arena Dr, Park 
City, KS.

KENTUCKY

Oct 9-10 KY, Louisville.  National Gun Day 
. KY Fair & Expo Center, 937 Phillips Ln.

LOUISIANA

Jun 12-13 LA, Bossier City. Bossier Gun 
Show. Bossier City Civic Center, 620 
Benton Rd.

Jul 10-11 LA, Gonzales. Gonzales Gun 
Show. Lamar-Dixon Expo Center, 9039 S. 
St. Landry Ave.

Sep 4-5 LA, Gonzales. Gonzales Gun Show. 
Lamar-Dixon Expo Center, 9039 S. St. 
Landry Ave.

Nov 20-21 LA, Gonzales. Gonzales Gun 
Show. Lamar-Dixon Expo Center, 9039 S. 
St. Landry Ave.

MICHIGAN

Sep 25-26 MI, Novi. Michigan Antique 

DUE TO THE CANCELLING 

AND REBOOKING OF 

SHOWS THAT HAS TAKEN 

PLACE BECAUSE OF 

COVID -19 PLEASE CALL 

OR CHECK THE WEBSITE 

OF THE SHOW PRIOR TO 

TRAVELING TO THE SHOW.

*WARNING*
CALL BEFORE YOU

DRIVE TO ANY SHOW

PROMOTERS 
CANCEL SHOWS AND 
FREQUENTLY CHANGE 

DATES AND LOCATIONS

CONFIRM BEFORE  
YOU TRAVEL

 SHOWDEX
Listings are grouped according to state. Bold headlines 

show the name of all states in which gun shows have 

been reported to us. These headlines are arranged 

according to the full spelling of state names. Under each 

headline, shows scheduled for a particular state are listed 

by date, postal abbreviation, city, and site. For more 

information, see our regular SHOW LISTINGS section.
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Arms Collectors. Suburban Showplace, 
46100 Grand River.

Nov 27-28 MI, Novi. Michigan Antique 
Arms Collectors. Suburban Showplace, 
46100 Grand River.

MISSISSIPPI

Aug 21-22 MS, Biloxi. Biloxi Gun Show. 
Mississippi Coast Coliseum , 2350 Beach 
Blvd.

NORTH DAKOTA

Sep 10-11 ND, West Fargo. Red River 
Range Gun Show. Red River Regional 
Marksmanship Center, 640 16th St NE.

TENNESSEE

Jun 12-13 TN, Kingsport. Jericho Shriners 
Gun Shows. Jericho Shriners, 1100 Jericho 
Drive.

Jul 17-18 TN, Knoxville. Knoxville TN 
: Smoky Mountain Gun Collectors 
Association  Gun Show. Kerbela Shrine 
Temple, 315 Mimosa Ave.

Aug 7-8 TN, Crossville. Cumberland 
County Gun and Knife Show. Community 
Complex, 1398 Livingston Road.

Sep 4-5 TN, Kingsport. Jericho Shriners 
Gun Shows. Jericho Shriners, 1100 Jericho 
Drive.

TEXAS

Jul 17-18 TX, Longview. Longview Gun 
Show. Maude Cobb Convention Center, 
100 Grand Blvd.

Aug 28-29 TX, Longview. Longview Gun 
Show. Maude Cobb Convention Center, 
100 Grand Blvd.

Oct 16-17 TX, Amarillo. The Original 
Amarillo Gun Show. Amarillo Civic 
Center, 401 S, Buchanan.

Nov 6-7 TX, Longview. Longview Gun 
Show. Maude Cobb Convention Center, 
100 Grand Blvd.

Feb 19-20 TX, Amarillo. The Original 
Amarillo Gun Show. Amarillo Civic 
Center, 401 S, Buchanan.

WYOMING

May 29-30 WY, Riverton. Wyoming Weapons 
Collectors 32nd Annual Memorial Weekend 
Gun Show. Fremont County Fairgrounds, 
1010 Fairgrounds Road.

MAY

May 29-30 WY, Riverton. Wyoming 
Weapons Collectors 32nd Annual 

Memorial Weekend Gun Show. Fremont 
County Fairgrounds, 1010 Fairgrounds 
Road. SH: Sat. 9am-5pm, Sun. 9am-3pm. 
A: $6.00, children 12  and under free 
with an adult. T: 200. F: $50.00 members, 
$65.00 non-members. Wyoming Weapons 
Collectors. P.O. Box 1784,  Laramie, WY 
82073. PH: 307-742-4630.

JUNE

Jun 12-13 LA, Bossier City. Bossier Gun 
Show. Bossier City Civic Center, 620 
Benton Rd. SH: Sat. 9am-5pm, Sun. 10am-
4pm. A: $9. F: . Classic Arms Productions. 
427 N. Theard St Suite 357,  Covington, 
LA 70433. PH: 985-624-8577. www.
capgunshows.com.

Jun 12-13 TN, Kingsport. Jericho Shriners 
Gun Shows. Jericho Shriners, 1100 Jericho 
Drive. SH: Sat. 9am-5pm, Sun. 10am-4pm. 
A: $8. F: $45 per table until May 28th, 
$50 per table after. . 1100 Jericho drive,  
Kingsport, TN 37663. PH: 423-484-9650.  
http://jerichoshrine.com/gunshow.html.

JULY

Jul 10-11 LA, Gonzales. Gonzales Gun 
Show. Lamar-Dixon Expo Center, 9039 
S. St. Landry Ave. SH: Sat. 9am-5pm, 
Sun. 10am-4pm. A: $10. F: . Classic Arms 
Productions. 427 N. Theard St Suite 357,  
Covington, LA 70433. PH: 985-624-8577. 
www.capgunshows.com.

Jul 17-18 TN, Knoxville. Knoxville TN 
: Smoky Mountain Gun Collectors 
Association  Gun Show. Kerbela Shrine 
Temple, 315 Mimosa Ave. SH: Sat. 
9am-5pm, Sun. 9am-3pm. A: $8.00 each 
day. T: 120. F: $50.00. Smoky Mountain 
Gun Collectors Association,Inc. . P.O.Box 
9251,  Knoxville, TN 37940. PH: 865-333-
4970. www.smokymountainguncollector-
sassociation.org.

Jul 17-18 TX, Longview. Longview Gun 
Show. Maude Cobb Convention Center, 
100 Grand Blvd. SH: Sat. 9am-5pm, 
Sun. 10am-4pm. A: $9. F: . Classic Arms 
Productions. 427 N. Theard St Suite 357,  
Covington, LA 70433. PH: 985-624-8577. 
www.capgunshows.com.

AUGUST

Aug 7-8 TN, Crossville. Cumberland 
County Gun and Knife Show. Community 
Complex, 1398 Livingston Road. SH: Sat. 
9am-5pm, Sun. 9am-4pm. A: Saturday 
admission: $5.00, Sunday admission 
is FREE. T: 200. F: $40. Cumberland 
County. 1398 Livingdston Road,  
Crossville, TN 38571. PH: 931-484-5028. 
www.gkshow.org.

Aug 21-22 MS, Biloxi. Biloxi Gun Show. 
Mississippi Coast Coliseum , 2350 Beach 
Blvd. SH: Sat. 9am-5pm, Sun. 10am-4pm. 

A: $10. F: . Classic Arms Productions. 427 
N. Theard St Suite 357,  Covington, LA 
70433. PH: 985-624-8577. www.capgun-
shows.com.

Aug 28-29 TX, Longview. Longview Gun 
Show. Maude Cobb Convention Center, 
100 Grand Blvd. SH: Sat. 9am-5pm, 
Sun. 10am-4pm. A: $9. F: . Classic Arms 
Productions. 427 N. Theard St Suite 357,  
Covington, LA 70433. PH: 985-624-8577. 
www.capgunshows.com.

SEPTEMBER

Sep 4-5 LA, Gonzales. Gonzales Gun 
Show. Lamar-Dixon Expo Center, 9039 
S. St. Landry Ave. SH: Sat. 9am-5pm, 
Sun. 10am-4pm. A: $10. F: . Classic Arms 
Productions. 427 N. Theard St Suite 357,  
Covington, LA 70433. PH: 985-624-8577. 
www.capgunshows.com.

Sep 4-5 TN, Kingsport. Jericho Shriners 
Gun Shows. Jericho Shriners, 1100 Jericho 
Drive. SH: Sat. 9am-5pm, Sun. 10am-4pm. 
A: $8. F: $45 per table until Aug 20th, 
$50 per table after. . 1100 Jericho drive,  
Kingsport, TN 37663. PH: 423-484-9650.  
http://jerichoshrine.com/gunshow.html.

Sep 10-11 ND, West Fargo. Red River 
Range Gun Show. Red River Regional 
Marksmanship Center, 640 16th St NE. 
SH: Fri. 4pm-8pm, Sat. 8am-4pm. A: $5 
per day age 12 and older. T: 98. F: $30. Red 
River Regional Marksmanship Center. 
640 16th St NE,  West Fargo, ND 58078. 
PH: 701-356-0677. rrrmc.com.

Sep 25-26 MI, Novi. Michigan Antique 
Arms Collectors. Suburban Showplace, 
46100 Grand River. SH: Sat. 9am-5pm, 
Sun. 9am-3pm. A: $7.00. T: 400. F: $75 
member/$100 nonmember. MAAC. 
1657 Heritage Dr.,  Canton, MI 48188. 
PH: 313-690-7157. www.michiganan-
tiquearms.com.

OCTOBER

Oct 9-10 KS, park city. Chisholm Trail 
Antique Gun Assoc. Gun Show. Hartman 
Arena, 8151 N Hartman Arena Dr, 
Park City, KS. SH:  Sat. 9am-5pm; Sun. 
9am-4pm. A: $10 both days. F: 60. PO Box 
837,  Derby, KS 67037. PH: 888-851-0888. 
www.ctaga.net.

Oct 9-10 KS, park city. Chisholm Trail 
Antique Gun Assoc. Gun Show. Hartman 
Arena, 8151 N Hartman Arena Dr, 
Park City, KS. SH:  Sat. 9am-5pm; Sun. 
9am-4pm. A: $10 both days. F: 60. PO Box 
837,  Derby, KS 67037. PH: 888-851-0888. 
www.ctaga.net.

Oct 9-10 KY, Louisville.  National Gun Day 
. KY Fair & Expo Center, 937 Phillips Ln. 
SH: Sat. 9am-5pm, Sun. 9am-3pm. A: $12, 
$2 children under 12. T: 1650. National 
Gun Day; Ron Dickson . PO Box 741,  
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Oxford, OH 45056. PH: 513-523-3574. 
www.nationalgunday.com.

Oct 16-17 TX, Amarillo. The Original 
Amarillo Gun Show. Amarillo Civic 
Center, 401 S, Buchanan. SH: Sat. 
9am-5pm, Sun. 9am-5pm. A: General 
Admission – $7 per day – $10 for both 
days.  Free Admission to Children Under 
13. T: 300. F: 50. Pioneer Gun Collectors. 
PO Box 20806,  Amarillo, TX 79114. PH: 
806-567-8700. www.pioneergun.com.

NOVEMBER

Nov 6-7 TX, Longview. Longview Gun 
Show. Maude Cobb Convention Center, 
100 Grand Blvd. SH: Sat. 9am-5pm, 
Sun. 10am-4pm. A: $9. F: . Classic Arms 
Productions. 427 N. Theard St Suite 357,  
Covington, LA 70433. PH: 985-624-8577. 
www.capgunshows.com.

Nov 20-21 LA, Gonzales. Gonzales Gun 
Show. Lamar-Dixon Expo Center, 9039 
S. St. Landry Ave. SH: Sat. 9am-5pm, 
Sun. 10am-4pm. A: $10. F: . Classic Arms 
Productions. 427 N. Theard St Suite 357,  
Covington, LA 70433. PH: 985-624-8577. 
www.capgunshows.com.

Nov 27-28 MI, Novi. Michigan Antique 
Arms Collectors. Suburban Showplace, 
46100 Grand River. SH: Sat. 9am-5pm, 
Sun. 9am-3pm. A: $7.00. T: 400. F: $75 
member/$100 nonmember. MAAC. 
1657 Heritage Dr.,  Canton, MI 48188. 
PH: 313-690-7157. www.michiganan-
tiquearms.com.

FEBRUARY 2022

Feb 19-20 TX, Amarillo. The Original 
Amarillo Gun Show. Amarillo Civic 
Center, 401 S, Buchanan. SH: Sat. 
9am-5pm, Sun. 9am-5pm. A: General 
Admission – $7 per day – $10 for both 
days.  Free Admission to Children Under 
13. T: 300. F: 50. Pioneer Gun Collectors. 
PO Box 20806,  Amarillo, TX 79114. PH: 
806-567-8700. www.pioneergun.com.
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RUBEN MENDIOLA
DEALERNFA, INC. SINCE 1985

PO Box 566300, Miami, FL 33256-6300, 305-271-3436

TOLL FREE: 866-NFA-WANT (866-632-9268), FAX: 866-415-7066, CELL: 786-256-6746 for pics or text, 

EMAIL: Ruben@dealernfa.com, HOURS: 8am-9pm Eastern, 7 days a week

www.dealernfa.com

ALWAYS PAYING TOP DOLLAR!

100s OF MACHINE GUNS ON SALE!!
Colt M16, M16A1, M16A2, 614, AR15 conversions, DIAS, Auto Links, all types and configurations.

HK MP5, MP5K-PDW, HK33, G3, HK51, HK21, Sear, Double Push Pin & Registered Receiver Guns. 

HK Registered Machine Guns Sears. 

Thompsons, Colt 21 & 28, WWII Savage & Bridgeport M1 & M1928 & Commercial Guns, Reisings, M2 Carbines, M3 Grease Guns, FNC, Ruger 556, AK47, MP40, MP44, Stens 

MKII, S&W 76, MK760, M10 45ACP & 9mm, M11 9mm & .380. 

Maremont and Rock Island M60 & M60E6. Belt Fed 1919A4, 1917A1, Browning M2HB .50 Cal, FightLite MCR060 Belt Fed Uppers for AR15 or M16 Platforms.

Extremely Rare Museum Quality Very Early Presentation Colt 1918 BAR

Pre-May Sales Samples Available only to Dealers.

HK MP5, MP5K, HK33, HK53, Steyr AUGs, FN FAL, BAR, UZI Full Size & Mini, M3 Grease Guns, Thompson, Walther MPK & MPL, Beretta 93R LNIB & SC70, Restricted Post 

Sample: Glock 18

We are Always in the Market to Purchase Quality Machine Guns. We will never sell guns until they have been received and inspected. My staff and I welcome prospective 

clients to come and inspect the firearms they are interested in purchasing in our state of the art, high security facility. We are dedicated, full time dealers with a full-time staff. 

Every item we offer for sale is in stock and owned by us. We are not brokers, or a consignment store. We send every HK conversion to Terry Dyer for inspection and upgrade. 

WE PROVIDE THE BEST QUALITY GUNS ON THE MARKET. 

PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR THE FULL LIST OF

 INVENTORY SPECIALS WITH A DEALER YOU CAN TRUST!
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PISTOLS AND REVOLVERS:
1-U  American Derringer Corp 9mm Model M1 Over/ Under Top Break Derringer 

3” barrels with mint bores, high polish stainless steel finish, mother of pearl bird head grips, 
hammer block safety, automatic barrel selection, fixed sights, excellent function, looks new, 
excellent condition .............................................................................................................  $595

2-U  Autauga Arms Inc. .32 ACP MK II Double Action Only Hammerless Auto Pistol 
2” barrel with mint bore, stainless steel, black polymer grips, fixed sights, comes with two six 
shot stainless magazines, original white cardboard box, like new .....................................$325

3-U  British 38/200 “No. 2 MK I” Double Action Top Break Revolver 5” ribbed flat sided 
barrel with mint bore, 98% original blue, fixed sights, excellent checkered Walnut “broad arrow” 
marked grips, lanyard ring at butt, all matching numbers, made in 1931, broad arrow marked 
small parts, excellent function both single and double action, collector quality (C&R ......... $865

4-U  Browning Belgian .22 LR Challenger Auto Pistol 4 ½” barrel with mint bore, 98%+ 
original blue, 99%+ gold trigger, factory target style sights, checkered one piece Walnut grips, 
grips show little holster wear on bottom edge, functions properly, comes with one factory 
magazine, manufactured 1970 (C&R)  .................................................................................$695

5-U  Browning .22 LR “Medalist” Model Target Auto Pistol 6 ¾” heavy target vent rib 
barrel with mint bore, 98%+ original blue, target sights, target checkered Walnut grips with 
thumbrest, Walnut forend wood, gold plated trigger, dry fire mechanism, shell deflector, one 
factory magazine, comes with original black case with red cloth interior, inside the case are 
3 counter weights, weight support, screwdriver tool, and two keys along with black polymer 
cartridge holder, manufactured in 1969, collector quality (C&R) ....................................$1295

6-U  Browning .22 LR “Nomad” Auto Pistol 4 ½” barrel with mint bore, 99% original 
bright blue, fully adjustable rear and ramp blade front sights, minty checkered Walnut target 
style grips probably from a “Challenger” model Browning, excellent function, Belgian made in 
1968, super looker (C&R)  ...................................................................................................$545

7-U  Colt .22 LR “General Meade / Pennsylvania Campaign” Frontier Scout Single 
Action Revolver 4 ¾” barrel with mint bore, 98%+ original blue, gold plated hammer, trigger, 
triggerguard/backstrap, round ejector rod and cylinder pin, fixed sights, yellowish polymer faux 
ivory two piece grips with gold rampant horse Colt medallions, engraved on left side of barrel 
“GEN MEADE PENNSYLVANIA CAMPAIGN MODEL”, manufactured 1965 (C&R)  ............... $435

8-U  Colt .22 Magnum “Buntline Scout” Single Action Revolver 9 ½” barrel with 
mint bore, 98% original blue, thinning at muzzle tip, light scratches on cylinder, fixed sights, 
checkered black polymer two piece grips with rampant horse Colt logo, tight lock up, excellent 
function, manufactured 1968 (C&R)  ..................................................................................$495

9-U  Colt .38 Special “Cobra” First Issue Revolver 2” barrel with mint bore, fixed sights, 
lightweight alloy frame, 99 ½% original bright blue, mint checkered Walnut silver medallion 
grips, excellent function, made in 1968 and comes in a Colt 2 piece wood grain box with end 
label and incorrect serial number on bottom of box (C&R)  .............................................. $885

10-U  Colt .22 LR “Officers Model” Target 3rd Issue Revolver 6” barrel with mint bore, 
98% original bright blue with a small spot of pitting at the lower edge of sideplate and frame, 
factory adjustable front and rear target sights, oversize target spur on hammer, excellent 
service style checkered Walnut grips with silver Colt medallions, excellent function, super 
tight lockup and perfect timing, made in 1943 (C&R)  .......................................................$785

11-U  Colt .38 Special “Officers Model Match” 5th Issue Target Revolver 6” barrel 
with mint bore, 97% original blue with a little thinning on cylinder and bottom of barrel, fully 
adjustable “accro” target rear and ramp blade target front sights, wide spur target hammer, 
excellent checkered Walnut target grips with silver Colt medallions, excellent smooth func-
tion, made in 1961 the last of the really good officers models (C&R) ...............................$795

12-U  Colt .22 LR “Match Target” 3rd Series Target Auto Pistol 6” barrel with mint 
bore, 99% original blue, factory original target sights, minty checkered Walnut thumbrest 
target grips, bottom release original magazine, this model correctly not marked “Woodsman”, 
excellent function, made in 1961, collector quality, appears unfired (C&R)  ................... $1195

13-U  Colt .22 LR “Targetsman” Auto Pistol 6” barrel with mint bore, 98%+ original blue, 
front blade and rear adjustable target sights, mint checkered factory Walnut grips with left side 
thumbrest, one factory magazine, comes with factory two piece brown cardboard box, wax 
paper, warranty card and tool, collector quality, manufactured 1968 (C&R)  ....................$795

14-U  Colt .22 LR “Targetsman” Auto Pistol 6” barrel with mint bore, 98% original blue, 
light wear at muzzle, fixed front blade and adjustable rear sights, checkered Walnut grips with 
thumbrest on left side, comes with one magazine, grips show small wear on base edge, func-
tions properly, manufactured in 1968 (C&R)  .....................................................................$695

15-U  Colt .22 LR “Woodsman Target” 1st Series Auto Pistol 6 5/8” barrel with mint bore, 
98%+ factory blue, front adjustable sight, rear adjustable sight, “Colt wood” synthetic grips are 
similar to those found on the “Colt bulls eye match targets” of this era, grips are highly desirable 
and are period correct to this pistol, factory correct magazine, manufactured 1942 (C&R)  .....$795

16-U  Colt .22 LR “Woodsman Sport” Model 2nd Series Auto Pistol 4 ½” barrel with 
mint bore, 98% original blue with a couple small spots of thinning on right side, ramp blade front 
sight and factory “drift” adjustable rear sight (fully adjustable rear sights were not introduced 
until 1953), made in 1950, side button magazine release, mint original checkered variegated 
brown plastic “Coltwood” grips, excellent function, collector quality (C&R)  ....................... $975

17-U  Colt .25 ACP Model 1908 Hammerless Vest Pocket Auto Pistol 2” barrel with mint 
bore, 96% original blue, and case colored trigger, safety and grip safety, excellent Colt original hard 
rubber grips, two tone original magazine, standard sights, manufactured 1922 (C&R)  ............ $525

18-U  Colt .45 ACP “Gold Cup National Match” Series 80 MK IV Target Auto 
Pistol 5” barrel with mint bore and marked “Colt .45 Auto N.M.”, 98% original blue, factory 
“Elliason” target sights, factory skeleton adjustable trigger, serrated flat mainspring housing, 
mint “Pachmayr” signature wrap round rubber grips, Colt marked magazine, excellent func-
tion, made in 1984 ...............................................................................................................$795

19-U  Dan Wesson .44 Magnum Model 44VH Double Action “Monson, MA” Made 
Revolver 8” heavy vent rib bull barrel with mint bore, 99% original bright blue, minty 
smooth Walnut grips with “DW” medallions, red ramp front and fully adjustable target style 
rear sights, shows little actual use, comes in its original sleeved Styrofoam box with a factory 
gap gauge, bushing tool and long brass brush cleaning rod, end label reads “Dan Wesson 
Arms Revolver 44 VH” over “44 Mag Ctg. interchangeable barrel” over “bright blue finish bull 
barrel/vent rib” collector quality ..........................................................................................$895

20-U  F.N. Browning  .25 ACP “Baby Browning” Vest Pocket Auto Pistol 2” barrel 
with mint bore, 98%+ original blue, fixed sights, black polymer checkered grips, one “F.N.” 
marked original magazine, comes with black “Browning” marked soft pouch with red liner, 
manufactured 1968 (C&R)  ..................................................................................................$545

21-U  F.N. Browning  .25 ACP “Baby Browning” Vest Pocket Auto Pistol 2” barrel with 
mint bore, 98%+ original blue, fixed sights, black polymer checkered grips, one “F.N.” marked 
magazine, functions properly, French “St. Etienne” house proof mark on front of slide at muzzle 
and on barrel, manufactured by “M.A.B.” (Manufacture D’Armes de Bayonne) 1979-82 ..... $525

22-U  Harrington & Richardson .22 LR Model 949 “Forty Niner” Revolver 5 ½” barrel 
with mint bore, 97% original blue, barrel shows thinning blue with a tinge of brown, spotty pin 
pricking along barrel and cylinder and right side of rear sight along frame, fixed sights, smooth one 
piece Walnut grips, 9 shot fluted cylinder, functions properly, manufactured 1967 (C&R)  ......$275

23-U  Harrington & Richardson .22 LR Model 949 “Forty Niner” Western Style 9 
Shot Double Action Revolver 5 ½” barrel with mint bore, 99% original blue, fixed sights, 
mint smooth Walnut grips, as new in original box with instruction sheet, excellent function, 
not equipped with transfer bar safety, collector quality ......................................................$295

24-U  Harrington & Richardson .32 S&W Short Hammer Top-Break “Bicycle” 
Revolver 2” ribbed barrel with fair pitted bore, fixed sights, 98% original bright nickel, blue on 
triggerguard is gone and case colors faded, minty target logo hard rubber grips, works fine in 
double action but fails to hold cock in single action, all matching, sharp looking (C&R) .... $225

25-U  Harrington & Richardson .32 S&W Hammerless Double Action Top-Break 
Revolver 3 ¼” ribbed barrel with excellent bright bore, fixed sights, 97% original bright blue, 
mint checkered black hard rubber target logo grips, excellent function (C&R)  ................$165

26-U  Harrington & Richardson .32 S&W Short Top Break Hammer Revolver 3” 
ribbed barrel with very good bright bore, fixed sights, 95%+ original nickel, blue and faded 
case color with nickel going a bit “milky”, mint “target logo” hard rubber grips, excellent 
function both single and double action (C&R)  ...................................................................$185

27-U  Harrington & Richardson .32 S&W Long Hammer Top-Break Double Action 
Revolver 3 ¼” ribbed barrel with good strong but pitted bore, 90%+ original nickel with 
some brown spotting on frame, fixed sights, all correct but (1) number off at butt serial number 
(factory error), minty “target logo” checkered black hard rubber grips, excellent function both 
single and double action (C&R)  ..........................................................................................$135

28-U  Harrington & Richardson .32 Rimfire Model 1905 Double Action Solid Frame 
Revolver 2 ½” octagon barrel with very good bright but lightly pitted bore, fixed sights, 98% 
original nickel, blue and case color, mint target logo hard rubber grips, excellent function both 
single and double action, collector quality (C&R)  .............................................................$165

29-U  Harrington & Richardson .38 S&W Large Frame Hammerless Top-Break 
Revolver 3 ¼” ribbed barrel with very good lightly pitted bore, fixed sights, 97% original 
bright nickel, blue and case color, minty “target logo” checkered black hard rubber grips, 
excellent function (C&R)  .....................................................................................................$185

30-U  Herbert Schmidt .22 LR “Frontier” Model Single Action Western Style 
Revolver 4 ¾” barrel with mint bore, 90% thinning blue on barrel taking on a brown tinge, 
frame, extractor, triggerguard are all painted black alloy that show gray with its paint chipping 
on triggerguard, two piece mother of pearl original Colt grips have been added, grips are 
marked “J.S.” on inside, 6 shot cylinder is 90% original blue showing high edge wear and 
scattered pinprick pitting .....................................................................................................$295

31-U  High Standard .22 LR Model “M-101 Dura-Matic” Auto Pistol 6 ½” “thumb 
screw takedown” barrel with mint bore, 90%+ original blue with frame and top of slide being 
matte blue and barrel is gloss blue, blue thinning along top of slide and muzzle, frame and 
slide show high edge wear, safety, cocking indicator on rear of slide, excellent reddish brown 
factory grips, manufactured 1959, one factory magazine (C&R) .......................................$295

32-U  High Standard .22 LR “Sport King” Auto Pistol 4 ½” barrel with mint bore, 97% 
original blue with most loss at muzzle, factory dull blue frame shows a little silvering on sharp 
edges, original checkered black plastic grips with High Standard logo silver medallions, 
manufactured in 1975 in Hamden, Connecticut  .................................................................$285

33-U  High Standard .22 Short “First Model Olympic” Auto Pistol 6 ¾” lever takedown 
barrel with excellent bright bore, 97% original blue with rear slide showing light blue to gray 
from handling, high edge wear along frame, fixed front sight and “Davis” adjustable rear sight, 
this is a 1950’s early pistol with trigger stop, grooved front and rear strap surrounded by very 
nice period correct special ordered original Walnut checkered grips with thumb rest for right 
hand shooting, curved magazine for .22 short is original and excellent, manufactured 1950, 
collector quality (C&R)  .....................................................................................................$1095

34-U  Luger 9mm Para Model P-08 “Mauser Banner Police Marked” Auto Pistol 4” 
barrel with excellent bright bore, barrel is correctly not serialized but does have bore diameter 
marking (common on these police pistols), all matching numbers except correct style and type 
aluminum bottom magazine, “Eagle L” police marked in correct “X” suffix range with about 6,000 
procured in 1941, fixed sights, very good matching and Waffen proofed full checkered Walnut 
grips with a few crushed diamond, 96% original bright blue with a tiny amount of peppery pitting 
where metal touched leather holster, holster with pistol is a correct style, type and age for the 
pistol but unmarked, an excellent Luger police outfit with excellent function (C&R)  ......... $2395

CONTINUED ➡
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PACK AND POSTAL CENTER 
210 Mill Street, Lancaster, MA 01523-2046 
Tel. (978) 368-0910 — Fax (978) 368-3326

3-Day Inspection   Satisfaction Guaranteed.
Visit us online at www.PackandPostalcenter.com for collector grips, clips and accessories

$25.00 shipping for long guns (Fedex ground insured, adult signature required) 
and handguns (United States Postal Service, Priority, insured, adult signature)
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35-U  Magnum Research .380 ACP “Micro Desert Eagle” Auto Pistol 2 ¼” barrel with mint 
bore, stainless steel, black polymer checkered grips, fixed sights, comes with black polymer case, 
two magazines, cleaning brush, CD, lock, papers and test round shell casing, looks new  ......$375

36-U  North American Arms .380 ACP Double Action Only Hammerless “Guardian” 
Auto Pistol 2 ½” barrel with mint bore, fixed sights, stainless steel slide and matte gray 
frame, oversized laminate wood grips, one factory 6 shot magazine with fingerest, comes with 
black polymer case and papers  ..........................................................................................$295

37-U  Remington .380 ACP Model 51 Auto Pistol 3 ½” barrel with mint bore, fixed sights, 
95% original blue, some high edge wear on frame and slide, light scratches on slide, front 
strap and back strap are brown with some blue showing, safety lever, mag release button still 
shows some fire blue, one magazine, original hard rubber grips with “Remington U.M.C.” 
functions properly, pre-war manufactured June 1932 (C&R)  ............................................$595

38-U  Ruger .22 LR “Mark II Target” Auto Pistol 5 ½” bull barrel with mint bore, 98%+ 
original blue, factory target sights, minty checkered black plastic grips with black eagle 
medallion, excellent function showing little actual use, made in 1986  .............................$395

39-U  Ruger .45 ACP Model “SR1911” Auto Pistol 5” barrel with mint bore, all stainless 
construction showing little or no use, (3) white dot Novak combat style sights, extended safety, full 
beavertail grip safety, skeleton adjustable trigger, mint checkered large diamond “Cocobolo” grips 
with Ruger black eagle medallions, factory stainless 7 shot magazine, excellent function  ......$735

40-U  Ruger .22 LR New Model “Super Single Six” Revolver 5 ½” barrel with mint 
bore, front ramp blade and fully adjustable rear sight, all stainless steel surfaces show little or 
no wear, two piece Walnut grips with silver phoenix medallions, safety transfer bar installed, 
tight lockup, excellent function, manufactured 1975  ........................................................ $445

41-U  Ruger .357 Magnum “New Model Blackhawk” Single Action Revolver 4 5/8” 
barrel with mint bore, 97% original blue with most loss on cylinder drag ring, fully adjustable 
rear and ramp blade front sights, excellent smooth Walnut grips with black eagle medallions, 
made in 1974, shows use but well cared for  .......................................................................$495

42-U  Sig / Sauer .45 ACP Model P-220 German Made Auto Pistol 4.5” barrel with 
mint bore, two tone brushed nickel upper and matte black lower, fixed white dot front and 
white line rear sights, functions both single and double action and includes an extra hammer 
for conversion to DAO, de-cocking lever, mint logo pebble grain synthetic grips, as new in 
original blue plastic case with spare magazine and manual  ..............................................$695

43-U  Smith & Wesson .22 LR Model 61-3 Vest Pocket Auto Pistol 2 ½” barrel with 
mint bore, fixed sights, 99% original blue, mint checkered brown plastic grips, looks unfired 
and comes in original box with original blue zippered pouch, unopened cleaning tool plastic 
bag and original manual, collector quality  ........................................................................ $485

44-U  Smith & Wesson 9mm “Model 5906” Double / Single Action Auto Pistol 4” barrel 
with bright excellent bore, stainless frame and slide, shows light scratches and handling wear, 
Novak Lo-mount fixed sights, ambidextrous  safety/decocking lever, one piece wrap around black 
checkered polymer grips that shows use, comes with one factory magazine  .........................$425

45-U  Smith & Wesson .40 S&W Model “M&P40” Double Action Auto Pistol 4 ¼” bar-
rel with mint bore, 98%+ original black finish, (3) white dot low profile combat sights, excellent 
function, 10 shot magazine, comes with extra backstrap fillers, shows little actual use  ..... $365

46-U  Smith & Wesson .40 S&W Model “M&P40” Auto Pistol 4 ¼” barrel with mint 
bore, 99% original black finish, (3) white dot combat sights plus a high end viridian “C5L” 
green laser sight and tactical light mounted on frame Picatinny rail, excellent function, as new 
in original blue plastic case with (2) 10 shot magazines, extra backstrap inserts and owners 
manual, also included a viridian “Tacloc” plastic holster that provides instant “on” for laser 
when pistol is removed from holster, pistol, laser and holster all look new overall  ........ $435

47-U  Smith & Wesson .38 Special Wad cutter “Model 52-2” Single Action Target 
Auto Pistol 5” barrel with mint bore, 98% original blue, serrated hammer and trigger, front 
partridge sight rear adjustable sight, checkered Walnut grips with gold S&W medallions, ser-
rated front strap checkered backstrap, adjustable trigger stop, hammer safety block lever on 
left side (allows for dry fire), this is to be used with mid range wad cutter only  .............$1395

48-U  Smith & Wesson .22 LR “K-22 Masterpiece” 5 Screw Revolver 6” pinned bar-
rel with mint bore, 98% original blue with a little fading on sideplate, all matching numbers 
except for excellent period “magna” style diamond center Walnut grips with silver medallions, 
excellent function, made in 1952 (C&R)  .............................................................................$765

49-U  Smith & Wesson .22 LR Model 18-3 “.22 Combat Masterpiece” Revolver 4” 
pinned barrel with mint bore, factory target sights, 98% original bright blue and vivid case 
colors, excellent earlier style non-matching “magna” style grips with silver medallions and 
diamond at escutcheon, excellent function, sharp looker  ..................................................$735

50-U  Smith & Wesson .22 LR Model 34-1 “Kit Gun” Revolver 4” pinned barrel with 
mint bore, 99% original bright blue and dark case colors, factory fully adjustable target rear 
sight and “Baughman” blade front sight, mint but non- matching “magna” style checkered 
Walnut square butt grips, excellent function showing little actual use, made in 1971  .....$725

51-U  Smith & Wesson .44 Magnum Model 29-2 Cased Double Action Revolver 6 ½” 
pinned barrel with mint bore, 98% original bright blue with a couple small spots of graying from 
case storage, 98% case color on target hammer and target trigger, red ramp/white outline target 
style sights, minty dark Goncalo Alves checkered target style grips, excellent function, comes in 
an S&W mahogany flip top case with cleaning tools, shows little or no actual use  ............. $985

52-U  Smith & Wesson .44 Magnum “Model 629-1” Stainless Double Action Revolver 
8 3/8” barrel with excellent bright bore, red ramp/white outline target style sights, target hammer 
and trigger, excellent checkered Goncalo Alves target style grips with silver S&W medallions, 
shows some dirt in rib and on frame from powder residue, excellent function  .......................$785

53-U  Smith & Wesson .357 Magnum “Model 586” Double Action Revolver 4” barrel 
with mint bore, 99% original bright blue and dark case color, red ramp front sight, fully adjust-
able target rear sight, minty checkered Goncalo Alves target grips with silver S&W medallions, 
looks near new, excellent function ......................................................................................$645 

54-U  Smith & Wesson .357 Magnum “Model 686-6” Revolver 5” barrel with mint 
bore, stainless finish, case hardened trigger and hammer turning to gray patina, aftermarket 
smooth Walnut finger groove grips, front red glow “Hi Viz” sight, adjustable rear sight, S&W 
trigger/hammer lock on left side of frame “no key”, 7 round cylinder, functions well  ......$695

55-U  Uberti / American Arms Inc. .45 Colt “Regulator 1873” Model 3 Screw Single 
Action Revolver 5 ½” barrel with mint bore, nickel finish, one piece Walnut grips, fixed 
sights, tight lockup, excellent function  ..............................................................................$495

56-U  Walther .380 ACP Model PPK/S-1 Stainless Double Action Auto Pistol 3 3/8” 
barrel with mint bore, fixed sights, all stainless construction, recent Smith & Wesson marked 
slide, mint black plastic checkered logo grips, comes in original black plastic case with one 
fingerest bottom release magazine and manual  .................................................................$695

CENTERFIRE RIFLES:
57-U  Enfield .303 British “No. 4 MK I” WW-II Clip Feed Bolt Rifle 25” barrel with very 

good bright bore, 85% original fading blue, no year or manufacturers markings on receiver, 
simple (2) position flip up rear sight and “wing” protected front sight, very good original 
wood with field use nicks and dents, factory swivels and pot metal “trap” style buttplate, 
mismatched bolt but works fine, import marked by Century Arms (C&R)  ........................$495

58-U  Enfield .303 British MK V/ SHt LE 1924 Made “Trials” Bolt Rifle 25” barrel with 
excellent bright bore, 95%+ original blue, matching bolt, stock and nosecap/bayonet fixture, 
special “MK V” peep ladder rear sight graduated to 1400 yards and “wing” protected blade 
front sight, “V” marked safety, magazine cutoff still intact, excellent dark Walnut stock with 
correct sling swivels and stacking swivel, brass “trap” style buttplate with a plastic bodied oil 
bottle inside, buttplate shows a (3) digit number that does not match serial number, excellent 
function, not import marked, super looking with brass “disk” in stock, collector quality with 
only 20,000 made between 1921-1924 (C&R)  .................................................................$1850

59-U  French Government .308 Winchester Model “MAS / 1936” Clip Feed Bolt 

Rifle 22 ½” barrel with excellent bright bore, 98% French arsenal rebuild parkerized finish, 
“peep” tangent rear sight and protected front post sight, excellent hardwood pistol grip stock 
with side mount sling bar and ring, integral cruciform bayonet, mixed numbers, century Arms 
import marked, excellent function (C&R)  ...........................................................................$625

60-U  French .308 Winchester / 7.62 NATO Model MAS 1936 Bolt Rifle 22 ½” barrel 
with excellent bore, 98% arsenal rebuild parkerized finish, all matching numbers, original “peep” 
rear and hooded front sight, very good+ original stock, excellent function (C&R)  .............. $695

61-U  French 8mm Lebel Model 1907-15 Remington Made WW-I Bolt Rifle 31 ½” 
barrel with excellent bore, 98%+ original bright blue, military “ladder” style tangent rear 
sight graduated to 2400 meters and stanchion mounted bead front sight, receiver marked 
“Remington MLe 1907-15” and barrel is marked “RAC 1907-15”, minty dark Walnut straight 
grip stock with conventional style sling swivel on toe line of buttstock and large “ring” style 
swivel at barrel band, smooth steel buttplate, excellent function, not import marked, all origi-
nal and in near new condition overall, collector quality (C&R)  .......................................$1095

62-U  Madsen 30/06 “Model M47 Columbian Contract” Danish Bolt Rifle 23” barrel 
with mint bore, 99% original black finish, “peep” tangent rear sight graduated to 900 meters, 
hooded front sight and integral muzzle brake, Mannlicher type action with rear locking lugs 
and short bolt lift, minty Walnut pistol grip stock with finger groove forend, solid grooved 
rubber buttpad, sling swivels and green cloth sling, near new overall with “Fuereza Armadas 
de Columbia” marked receiver along with “Madsen N. GA”, excellent function with about 5000 
made post war, collector quality (C&R)  ............................................................................ $1195

63-U  Marlin .17 HMR Model XT-17V Clip Feed Bolt Rifle 22” heavy varmint barrel 
with mint bore, 99% original blue, grooved receiver with factory front and rear scope bases, 
“Profire” adjustable trigger, red cocking indicator, Q.D. swivel studs, Monte Carlo laminated 
hardwood pistol grip stock, factory buttplate and one factory magazine, like new  ..........$245

64-U  Marlin .35 Remington Model 336SC Sporting Lever Carbine 20” micro groove 
barrel with mint bore, 95% original blue, thinning at muzzle, lever and bottom of receiver, 
receiver shows high edge wear and thinning to gray below loading port and left side, 2/3 
magazine tube, smooth Walnut forend wood and raised comb pistol grip buttstock, pistol grip 
cap and factory logo buttplate with small chip at toe, front brass bead sight with no hood, rear 
sporting open sight, just below the bulls eye on toe line is as hole where a sling stud was once 
inserted, manufactured 1957-58 (C&R)  ............................................................................ $435

65-U  Marlin .450 Marlin “Model 1895M” Lever Rifle 18 ½” ported barrel with mint 
bore, 98%+ original blue, 4 shot magazine tube, front hooded sight, rear buckhorn adjustable 
folding sight, receiver has a Weaver scope base mounted with a Bantam 1.5x4.5 scope, scope 
has shotgun reticule and optics are crisp and clear, checkered Walnut forend and straight 
grip stock that has factory vented black recoil pad with black line spacer, like new, functions 
properly, cross bolt safety  ..................................................................................................$695

66-U  Mauser 6.5x55mm Swedish Model “CG63” 300 Meter Match Bolt Rifle 29” 
heavy target barrel with mint bore, 98% original bright blue on barrel, 98% duller blue on 
“Carl Gustavs” 1908 dated model 1896 receiver, straight matching bolt, elaborate Swedish 
made fully adjustable micrometer aperture rear and “Globe” style replaceable insert front 
sights, excellent Beech wood pistol grip stock with shallow Monte Carlo and shallow cheek-
piece on both left and right side and mint serrated hard rubber buttplate with Husqvarna 
“crown” and “C” markings, mismatch on small parts, excellent function, all correct and 
original “CG63” target bolt rifle, 1966 manufactured (C&R)  .............................................$725

67-U  Mauser 6.5x55mm Swedish Model 1896 Bolt Rifle 29” barrel with very good 
bore, threaded at muzzle with screw on thread protector, 95% arsenal original blue, matching 
bolt, mismatch on small parts, military style tangent rear sight graduated to 2000 meters, 
very good original Walnut straight grip stock with a few minor age cracks, all original sling 
swivels and trap style steel buttplate, “Carl Gustafs/1918” marked receiver bridge, brass disc 
on buttstock, excellent function, wiping rod and bayonet fixture (C&R)  ...........................$595

68-U  Mauser 8mm Mauser Model “M48A” Yugoslavian Bolt Rifle 22 ½” barrel 
with excellent bore, 98% original arsenal blue, matching numbers, flat bottom bolt handle, 
Yugoslavian crest on receiver bridge, 2000 meter graduated tangent rear sight, hooded 
inverted “V” front sight, excellent matching Walnut stock with side sling bars and “cup” style 
steel buttplate, missing its wiping rod, excellent function, super looker (C&R)  .............. $465

69-U  Mosin-Nagant 7.62x54R “Finnish Army Type 39” WW-II Bolt Rifle 27” barrel 
with excellent bright bore, 98% original “VKT” arsenal blue (VKT is Valmet), matching num-
bers on barrel, receiver and bolt, re-numbered magazine bottom, tangent military style rear 
sight graduated to 2000 meters “wing” protected blade front windage adjustable sight, 1944 
dated, excellent “finger joint” stock, import marked but collector quality (C&R)  ........... $1195

70-U  Remington 30/06 Model 740 “Woodsmaster” Auto Rifle 22” barrel with mint 
bore, 98% factory blue with high edge wear, few scattered scratches and handling marks, 
front factory silver bead ramp sight, factory adjustable open rear sight, receiver factory drilled 
and tapped for scope mount, smooth Walnut pistol grip stock with fluted forend, factory logo 
buttplate, factory 4 round detachable box magazine, (C&R)  .............................................$395
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71-U  Remington 30/06 “Model 700 BDL Custom Deluxe” Bolt Rifle 22” barrel with 
mint bore, 98%+ original blue, front hooded ramp bead sight, rear adjustable sight, fine line 
scroll engraving on receiver and hinged floorplate, mounted on receiver with see-thru scope 
mounts is a Tasco 3x9 “ExP” scope with duplex reticule and crisp clear optics, deluxe high 
gloss American Walnut Monte Carlo stock with cheek rest and cut checkering, white line spac-
ers on the ebony forend tip, pistol grip cap and factory buttplate, sling swivel studs, jeweled 
bolt has a purple tinge on its bolt handle, Remington integrated security system with one key 
(J-lock), manufactured 1997-2001  .....................................................................................$755

72-U  Ruger 22-250 Rem. “Model HW77R Hawkeye” Bolt Rifle 22” barrel with mint 
bore, 98%+ original satin blue finish on receiver, barrel and floorplate, no sights, Ruger inte-
grated scope mount base on receiver, rotating Mauser type controlled round extractor, slimmer 
profile, checkered Walnut pistol grip stock with factory red recoil pad, cut checkering on pistol 
grip and wrap around checkering on forend, sling swivel studs, no scope rings  ...............$595

73-U  Russian Government 7.62x54R “Model 91/30 Mosin-Nagant” Bolt Rifle 29” bar-
rel with fair bore, 80% arsenal rebuild blue, factory 91/30 style military open sights, mismatch on 
bolt and small parts, 1936 dated and Izhevsk arsenal marked, good original wood with some age 
cracking and a replacement wiping rod, import marked, excellent function (C&R)  ................$425

74-U  Springfield 30/06 Model 1903 Pre WW-I Bolt Rifle 24” barrel with excellent bright 
bore and marked “SA/11-42”, 95% original blue, swept back bolt handle, no “Hatcher hole”, 
WW-I style ladder rear sight, fancy script style numbers on serial number in the 139,000 
range, all milled early style parts, beautiful tiger stripe dark Walnut straight grip stock with 
smooth “trap” style buttplate, all correct swivels and circle “P” firing proof, really nice looking 
early style 1903 with an arsenal rebuild barrel and bolt, not for high pressure loads  ......$795

75-U  Swiss 7.5x55mm Swiss Model 1889 Straight Pull Bolt Rifle 30 ½” barrel with 
excellent bright bore, 97% original blue, all matching numbers, military style tangent rear 
sight graduated to 2000 meters, excellent original Walnut stock with bright steel buttplate, 
sling swivels, stacking pin and brass muzzle cap, excellent function, not import marked, col-
lector quality (Antique)  .......................................................................................................$795

76-U  Swiss Government 7.5x55mm Swiss “Model 1911” Straight Pull Bolt Carbine 
23 ½” barrel with excellent bright bore, 98%+ original bright blue, all matching numbers, 
military rear sight graduated to 1500 meters, 1937 dated receiver, very good original Walnut 
stock with blued steel buttplate, side mount sling bar and swivel plus a nice original leather 
sling, excellent function, nicely import marked but still collector quality (C&R)  ............. $1075

77-U  Winchester 30/06 Model 70 “Transition” Post War Bolt Rifle 24” barrel with 
mint bore, 98%+ original bright blue on barrel and floorplate/triggerguard, 99% on matte blue 
receiver, integral ramp front sight base with bead front sight but missing its hood, rear sight 
dovetail has a neatly installed slot blank, rear sight is an excellent Lyman 48 WJS receiver 
sight, rear top of receiver is factory drilled, tapped and plugged for scope base and is the 
transitional style flat, non grooved style and showing no wavy lines, standard Walnut pistol 
grip stock is excellent with cut checkering, factory swivels, blued steel checkered “widows 
peak” buttplate and detachable button release floorplate, bolt is correct but no engraved serial 
number, all correct and original for a 1948 made model 70 in the 62,000 serial range, collector 
quality, excellent function (C&R)  ......................................................................................$1795

78-U  Winchester .243 Winchester Model 70 “Feather Weight Pre ‘64” Bolt Rifle 
22” barrel with mint bore, 98% original blue, factory original ramp bead front and folding open 
rear sights, very good+ Walnut pistol grip stock with cut checkering, Monte Carlo, checkered 
plastic buttplate, factory swivels and push button hinged aluminum floorplate, wood shows 
some nicks, dings, and finish loss from closet storage but function is excellent, shows little 
actual use, made in 1960 (C&AR)  ....................................................................................$1055

79-U  Yugoslavian 8mm Mauser M48 Model Post WW-II Bolt Rifle 22 ½” barrel with 
excellent bright bore, 98% original blue, Yugoslav crest and “M48” on receiver front ring, all 
matching numbers, excellent Walnut pistol grip stock with “cup” style buttplate and sidemount 
sling bars, missing its wiping rod, military style tangent rear sight graduated to 2000 meters, 
hooded inverted “V” front sight, excellent function, collector quality (C&R)  .................. $465

RIMFIRE RIFLES:
80-U  Glenfield / Marlin .22 S, L, & LR Model 25 Clip Feed Bolt Rifle 22” barrel with 

mint bore, factory open sights and grooved receiver, 95% original blue, thinning along right 
side of barrel and shows spots of gray on the grooved receiver, bolt and bolt handle have a 
chrome finish, smooth Walnut Monte Carlo pistol grip stock shows light scratches, original 
black checkered polymer buttplate, chrome trigger and black polymer triggerguard, sling 
swivels, one factory magazine  ............................................................................................$165

81-U  J.C. Higgins .22 LR “Model 30” Tube Feed Grooved Receiver Auto Rifle 24” 
barrel with mint bore, 98%+ original bright and dull blue finish, factory open sights and grooved 
receiver mounted J.C. Higgins “Rifleman” 4x scope, with cloudy optics and plain crosshairs, two 
piece Walnut pistol grip buttstock with working original retractable red nylon sling, buttplate and 
grip cap, excellent function, made by High Standard for Sears (C&R)  ................................. $325

82-U  J.C. Higgins .22 S, L, & LR Model 31 Auto Tube Feed Auto Rifle 24” barrel with 
bright excellent bore, 97% original blue with areas of peppery pinpricking along barrel, factory 
original open sporting sights, grooved receiver, two piece Walnut stock with light scratches 
and wear, working retractable red nylon sling in lower comb of buttstock, factory buttplate and 
pistol grip, excellent function, made by High Standard for Sears (C&R)  ..........................$265

83-U  Lakefield .22 LR “Mark II” Grooved Receiver Clip Feed Bolt Rifle 20 ¾” barrel 
with mint bore, 98% original blue, fixed open field sights, thumb operated rotary bolt safety, 
impress checkered Walnut pistol grip stock, finish wear and flaking at buttplate, forend wood 
shows light wear, 10 round magazine  ................................................................................$165

84-U  Mossberg .22 LR Model 152K Clip Feed Auto Rifle 16 ½” barrel with mint bore, 
front “wing” protected post sight, original “swing away” rear adjustable aperture sight has 
been removed and on the grooved receiver is mounted an original period Mossberg 4x model 
M4B scope with plain cross hairs with crisp clear optics, Walnut Monte Carlo stock with fold 
down black plastic forend shows mild use, original plastic buttplate, side mount sling swivels 
and a tan sling, manufactured 1948-1952 (C&R)  ..............................................................$265

85-U  Polish .22 LR “WZ 48” Single Shot Trainer Bolt Rifle 24 ¾” barrel with excellent 
bore, 98% original blue, military style tangent rear sight graduated to 100 meters, fixed Globe 
style front sight, “11” in an oval on receiver bridge along with “1954” date and serial number, 
matching bolt, all original stock with Russian style sling slots and blued steel buttplate, excel-
lent function, collector quality  ............................................................................................$495

86-U  Remington .22 Short “Model 24” Butt Tube Feed Auto Rifle 19” barrel with excellent 
bright bore, 98% original blue just starting to fade a bit towards muzzle, factory open sights, very 
good lightly figured buttstock with a couple hairline age cracks on left side emanating from trig-
gerguard/receiver, near excellent original forend, takedown action is nice and tight, blued smooth 
steel buttplate with “Rem / UMC” logo, excellent function, made in 1931 (C&R)  .....................$895

87-U  Remington .22 LR “Nylon 66” Tube Feed Auto Rifle 19 ½” barrel with mint bore, 
98% original blue, factory original front raised blade and adjustable rear sights, grooved 
receiver, Mohawk brown Zytel nylon polymer press checkered pistol grip stock, white dia-
mond inlay on forend, excellent function, manufactured 1975  ..........................................$395

88-U  Remington .22 S, L, & LR “Model 581” Clip Feed Bolt Rifle 24” barrel with 
excellent bright bore, 98% original blue, factory open sights, excellent Walnut pistol grip 
stock with logo plastic buttplate, missing complete bolt assembly and magazine  .............$75

89-U  Remington .22 S, L, & LR “Model 521-T” Junior Target Shooters Clip Feed Bolt 
Rifle 25” barrel with excellent bright bore, factory Lyman target rear and blade front sights, 92% 
original blue with fading on barrel, very good “marksman” style Walnut pistol grip stock with swiv-
els and serrated black plastic buttplate, comes with one high quality 5 shot reproduction magazine, 
made in 1956, stock shows finish loss and many small nicks and dings (C&R)  .......................$255

90-U  Remington .22 S, L, & LR “Model 12A” Pump Rifle 22” barrel with mint bore, 
98% barrel blue, 40% receiver blue thinning and graying, hooded bead front and sporting open 
rear sights, good solid Walnut pistol grip stock with steel crescent butt with 2 cracks at wrist 
behind receiver, lots of field use dings, dents and scratches good “ring” style bullet shaped 
pump handle, excellent function, barrel looks like a factory replacement (C&R)  ...............$265

91-U  Remington .22 S, L, & LR Model 41 “Targetmaster” Single Shot Bolt Rifle 27” 
barrel with minty bore, 95% original dulling blue toning to brown, factory open sights, very good 
Walnut pistol grip stock with extra varnish and logo hard rubber buttplate (C&R)  ...............$185

92-U  Ruger .22 LR Model 10/22 DSP “Deluxe” Clip Feed Auto Rifle 18 ½” barrel 
with mint bore, 98%+ original bright blue on barrel and 98%+ black matte finish on top of 
receiver, front gold bead sight, adjustable folding rear sight, plus  a Tasco “Bantam” 1.5-
4.5x32 scope with Pro-shot reticule mounted using Weaver “see through” rings, crisp clear 
optics, American Walnut factory checkered stock, sling swivels and factory rubber buttpad, 
comes with one factory 10 round rotary magazine  ........................................................... $465

93-U  Savage / Springfield .22 S, L, & LR “Model 187J” Tube Feed Auto Rifle 24” 
barrel with mint bore, 90% original blue toning to brown and thinning toward muzzle along 
barrel, grooved receiver has blue to brown tones along top, rifle has scattered pinpricking 
throughout, factory open sights plus a Weaver “B4” scope with plain cross hairs and clear 
optics, Walnut pistol grip stock with light scratches and what looks to be a stain streak on left 
side of stock, serrated buttplate with groove cut on top of heel (C&R)  .............................$165

94-U  Weatherby .22 LR “Model XXII” Clip Feed Autoloader Rifle 24” barrel with mint 
bore, 97% original bright blue with two small spots of cleaned light pitting on right rear of barrel 
around “Made in Italy” marking, original ramp bead front (missing hood) and (3) aperture express 
style folding leaf rear sights plus a Weatherby XXII “4x50” scope mounted using grooved receiver, 
excellent figured Walnut pistol grip stock with skipline cut checkering, Rosewood grip cap with 
white diamond inlay, Rosewood forend tip, original sling swivels and logo solid rubber buttpad, 
excellent function, an early XXII made by Beretta, 10 shot original magazine (C&R)  .............$865

95-U  Walther .22 LR “Model KKJ” Sporter Clip Feed Bolt Rifle 22” barrel with mint 
bore, 98% original blue, hooded ramp bead front sight and rear ladder sight, grooved receiver, 
checkered Walnut Monte Carlo stock with cheekpiece pistol grip sporter shows small scratches, 
factory buttplate and pistol grip cap, sling swivels and one factory magazine  ................... $1395

96-U  Westernfield .22 S, L, & LR Model M842 Tube Feed Bolt Rifle 24 “ barrel with 
mint bore, 97% original blue, light thinning at muzzle, open field sights, grooved receiver, 
pistol grip Monte Carlo stock with some light dings and dents, factory black plastic checkered 
buttplate with white line spacer, functions properly  ..........................................................$135

97-U  Westernfield .22 LR Model 807A-ECH Grooved Receiver Single Shot Bolt 
Rifle 22” barrel with mint bore, this Colt “Colteer” I-22 rifle produced for Westernfield shows 
97% original blue with some scratches on barrel, factory “slip on” front sight, factory sport-
ing open rear sight (no elevator), smooth Walnut pistol grip stock with original hard rubber 
buttplate (C&R)  ...................................................................................................................$185

98-U  Winchester .22 LR “Model 63” Butt Tube Feed Takedown Auto Rifle 23” barrel 
with mint bore, 97% original blue, shows thinning at muzzle and high edge wear on receiver, 
right side of receiver shows light scratches, Walnut pistol grip stock and forend wood, both 
show use, light dents and scratches, on right side of grip towards the receiver shows some 
finish flaking, manufactured 1956 (C&R)  ...........................................................................$785

99-U  Winchester .22 Short “Model 74” Butt Tube Feed Auto Rifle 20” barrel with 
mint bore, 97% original blue, factory sporting open sights, excellent Walnut smooth pistol 
grip stock, checkered steel buttplate, excellent function, manufactured 1947 (C&R)  ......$395

100-U  Winchester .22 LR “Model 77” Tube Feed Auto Rifle 22” barrel with mint bore, 
98%+ original blue, factory open sights plus grooved receiver, smooth Walnut pistol grip 
stock shows some varnish flaking and chipping along toe line and heel, excellent function, 
overall excellent condition, manufactured 1961 (C&R)  .....................................................$375

101-U  Winchester .22 LR “Model 56” Clip Feed Bolt Rifle 22” barrel with mint bore, 
95% original blue, barrel shows scratches and some light pinprick pitting, sporting factory 
open sights, smooth Walnut pistol grip stock with Schnabel forend, right side of stock at 
wrist is a dark color, stock shows finish wear, one factory original Winchester magazine, 
factory original steel buttplate,  manufactured in 1927, excellent function, a low production 
Winchester from the 1920’s (C&R)  ...................................................................................$1075

102-U  Winchester .22 S, L, & LR Model 67 Single Shot Bolt Rifle 27” barrel with 
excellent bright bore, 98% original blue, factory open sights, very good Walnut pistol grip 
stock with finger groove forend and logo hard rubber buttplate, wood shows field carry wear, 
excellent function (C&R)  .....................................................................................................$195

103-U  Winchester .22 S, L, & LR “Model 69” Clip Feed Bolt Rifle 22” barrel with 
mint bore, 90%+ original blue, thinning along barrel with some spot pinpricking, receiver is a 
gray tone with brown, bolt handle gray, front ramp (no hood) and rear Winchester 96B peep, 
factory sights, smooth Walnut sporting pistol grip stock, stock shows use, dings and dents, on 
right side above the factory magazine is a 1 ½ shallow crack, factory hard rubber Winchester 
logo buttplate, receiver drilled and tapped on left side (C&R)  ..........................................$285
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104-U  Winchester .22 S, L, & LR “Model ‘06” Tube Feed Takedown Pump Rifle 
20” barrel with bright excellent bore, 97% original blue on barrel, 80% on receiver and 
magazine tube with spots of blue showing some gray, straight grip stock and small circular 
grooved forend wood, both show light dents and wear, factory original open field sights, 
original Winchester hard rubber buttplate, exposed checkered hammer, functions properly, 
manufactured 1914 (C&R)  ..................................................................................................$565

105-U  Winchester .22 S, L, & LR “Model 62A Pre-War” Tube Feed Takedown Pump 
Rifle 23” round barrel with excellent bright bore, 97% original blue, barrel shows light pinprick 
pitting and thinning receiver shows light scratching, over all excellent condition, factory sport-
ing open sights, Walnut straight grip stock and circular grooved forend wood both show light 
dings and dents from use, original Winchester checkered hard rubber logo buttplate, this 1941 
visible hammer rifle is collector quality with excellent function (C&R)  .............................. $795

106-U  Winchester .22 S, L, & LR “Model 62A” Tube Feed Takedown Pump Rifle 
23” round barrel with excellent bright bore, 97% early re-blue, spots of light pinprick pitting 
on receiver, top and bottom of tang show gray and brown, Walnut straight grips tock and 
small circular grooved forend wood have been refinished with high gloss shine, hard rubber 
Winchester logo buttplate with white line spacer, fixed open field sights, functions properly, 
manufactured 1957 (C&R)  ..................................................................................................$575

107-U  Winchester .22 S, L, & LR “Model 68” Single Shot “target” Bolt Rifle 27” 
barrel with overall good bore but with some light pitting 1” from muzzle, 95% original blue 
going brown and showing light pinprick pitting scattered about, factory ramp bead front sight 
with some white paint around base, factory original “Dockendorfer” style rear “peep” sight (no 
open rear sight on this model), smooth pistol grip stock with speckles of white paint at head, 
factory logo Winchester buttplate, excellent function (C&R)  ............................................$245

SHOTGUNS:
108-U  Akdal 12 Gauge Model MKA1919C Clip Feed “AR-15 Style” Auto Shotgun 

20” barrel with screw in choke tub “full choke”, 3” magnum chamber with mint bore, 99%+ 
factory camouflage finish covers entire shotgun and magazines, A-2 style front fixed sight and 
attached to Picatinny rail on top of flat top receiver is an A-2 style carry handle with adjustable 
rear sight, AR-15 style platform has a rubber recoil pad, sling swivels, bolt mounted slide 
charging handle and 3 screw in choke tubes, (full, cylinder and modified), comes with original 
box and two magazines, like new  .......................................................................................$795

109-U  Beretta 12 Gauge “Silver Snipe” Over / Under Shotgun 28” plain barrels with 2 
¾” chambers, excellent bright bore, fixed full and modified chokes, 95% original barrel blue 
with graying towards breach, minty coin silver boxlock receiver, single trigger, extractors, 
buttstock is just fair with a chipout at toe, a long un-repaired crack from rear to front and 
chipouts at upper tang on both sides, lever release forend is good showing lots of field use, 
useable as is but really needs a new buttstock (C&R)  .......................................................$495

110-U  Beretta 12 Gauge “Model S682X” Over / Under - Mono / Under Trap Combo 
(2) Barrel Shotgun 32” bridge type rib single “under barrel” with 2 ¾” chamber and fixed 
full choke with mirror bright bore, 30” over/under barrels with (2) bead vent rib, 2 ¾” cham-
bers, choked full and modified with mint bores, 95%+ original blue with handling wear on full 
blue receiver, auto ejectors, single selective gold trigger, excellent Walnut pistol grip stock 
with cut checkering and adjustable “Morgan” pad, excellent function with opening lever to 
right of center, comes in a well traveled Beretta hard case with green cloth exterior that shows 
some ribs, tears and staining, interior of case has (2) barrel compartments whole outfit shows 
lots of range use but meticulous care  ..............................................................................$1395

111-U  Browning 12 Gauge Lightweight Double Auto Shotgun 29 ½” matted top barrel 
with mint bore, 2 ¾” chamber and fixed full choke, 98% original “Autumn Brown” Hiduminium 
lightweight alloy receiver and 98% barrel blue, receiver has a gold toned engraved “zig zag” border 
along with gold toned scroll engraving, very good+ Walnut pistol grip round knob buttstock with cut 
checkering and an original “double auto” Browning profile fancy horn buttplate, excellent forend, 
“autumn brown” is one the rarer receiver colors, excellent function, collector quality  ...........$1395

112-U  Browning 12 Gauge Model A-500 Auto Shotgun 28” vent rib barrel with mint 
bore, 3” chamber, and improved cylinder screw in choke tube, 98% original blue, single brass 
bead front sight, short recoil system with four lug rotary bolt design, receiver is engraved and 
shows little to no use, magazine cut off lever on left side of receiver, “H” marked triggerguard 
showing it has improved trigger group, high gloss checkered Walnut forend wood and pistol 
grip stock with Browning black vented recoil pad, L.O.P. 14 ½”  .......................................$675

113-U  Browning 12 Gauge “Model B-80” Auto Shotgun 28” vented rib barrel with mint 
bore, single brass bead sight, 3” magnum chamber, improved cylinder choke tube installed, 
98% original blue with small thinning spots on left side, black anodized aluminum receiver 
that has light scratches, Walnut checkered forend wood and pistol grip buttstock, wood shows 
light field use, original Browning rubber buttpad, L.O.P. 14 3/8”, gold trigger, slide safety on 
triggerguard, manufactured at F.N. plant in Portugal, excellent function ..........................$525

114-U  Browning 12 Gauge “Twelvette” Double Auto Shotgun 28” vent rib barrel with 
excellent bright bore, 2 ¾” chamber and fixed modified choke, 96% original blue and “dragon 
black” anodized engraved receiver, barrel shows better than 98% original blue but lightweight 
alloy receiver shows some scuffing and some spotty light loss of black anodizing, engraving 
is a bright silver color, very good English Walnut pistol grip stock with cut checkering and 
“double automatic” logo hard rubber buttplate, shows light field use on wood and receiver but 
excellent function, unusual to find with a vent rib, made in 1970 (C&R)  .......................... $745

115-U  Charles Daly 20 Gauge Model “Field Hunter” Auto Shotgun 24” vent rib barrel 
with 3” chamber, screw in choke tubes (cylinder, improved cylinder and full) and mint bore, 
single brass bead front sight, synthetic polymer stock and forend have press checkering and 
100% “advantage timber” camouflage finish, comes with matching spare “youth model” 
vented rubber buttpad synthetic buttstock, manufactured 2002-2008, new in box  .........$395

116-U  Eastern Arms Co. 16 Gauge Boxlock Side by Side Shotgun 30” solid rib barrels 
with bright excellent bores, 2 ¾” chambers, fixed modified and improved cylinder chokes, 
re-blue finish shows thinning and gray tones on barrel and receiver, single brass bead front 
sight, extractors, double triggers, hardwood pistol grip stock and splinter style forend, stock 
has a crack at wrist and a crack from left side of receiver through tang to top of wrist, 5/8 drill 
hole in the comb of stock that is ¼ deep (probably for a compass that is now missing), worn 
Stevens buttpad, excellent function  ...................................................................................$230

117-U  Fox .410 Gauge Model “B-ST” Side By Side Shotgun 26” vent rib barrels with (2) 
beads, 3” chambers, excellent bright bores and fixed full and modified chokes, 98% original blue, 
98% slightly faded case colors, single non- selective trigger, extractors, very good Walnut pistol grip 
stock with cut checkering, grip cap and serrated plastic buttplate, matching full beavertail forend, 
wood shows storage nicks and dings but nothing serious, excellent function (C&R)  .............. $1350

118-U  Ithaca 12 Gauge Model 37 Pump Shotgun 26” plain barrel with added polychoke, bright 
excellent bore,  2 ¾” chamber and a streak of gray from polychoke all the way to receiver (probably 
from some type of cleaner), 75% original blue thinning to gray and showing added cold blue, receiver 
shows engraved water fowl/partridge on sides, also pinprick pitting covers right side of receiver, 
Walnut pistol grip stock and round pump handle with cut checkering both have added high gloss 
varnish finish, original pistol grip cap and plastic buttplate, excellent function(C&R)  ................$165

119-U  Ithaca 16 Gauge Model 37 Pump Shotgun 28” vent rib barrel with bright excellent bore, 
2 ¾’ chamber and fixed modified choke, 97%+ original blue, light scratches and high edge wear 
on engraved game scene receiver, impress Fleur-de-Lis Walnut beavertail forend wood and pistol 
grip stock, Ithaca red rubber vent recoil pad and pistol grip cap that has sling swivel installed, wood 
stock shows scrapes and scratches along toeline, L.O.P. 14 ¼”, excellent function  .................$395

120-U  Ithaca / Western Arms .410 Gauge “Long Range Gun” Side By Side Boxlock 
Shotgun 26” solid rib barrels with 3” chambers, excellent bright bores, marked (2) and (4) for chok-
ing, 97% original blue and vivid case colors, double triggers, extractors, excellent Walnut pistol grip 
stock with correct hard rubber buttplate, excellent function, collector quality (C&R)  .............. $1985

121-U  J.C. Higgins / High Standard 12 Gauge Model 583-110 Tube Feed Bolt Shotgun 
28” plain barrel with 2 ¾” chamber, excellent bright bore and fixed full choke, 98% original dulling 
blue, excellent lightly figured Walnut pistol grip stock with serrated black plastic J.C. Higgins logo 
buttplate, excellent function (High Standard model 514) as sold by Sears (C&R) .................. $145

122-U  Marlin 16 Gauge Model 90 Over / Under Shotgun 28” barrels with excellent 
bright bores, 2 ¾” chambers and fixed full and modified chokes, barrels are early style “open” 
construction with no center rib, 95% original blue with scattered light pitting and graying, 
double triggers, extractors, good solid Walnut pistol grip stock with cut checkering showing 
lots of field use nicks dings and scrapes in finish, plastic buttplate is broken with a triangular 
piece missing, excellent function, made in 1949 (C&R)  ....................................................$595

123-U  Remington 12 Gauge Model 1100 Auto Shotgun 28” barrel with mint bore, 2 
¾” chamber and fixed modified choke, 98% original blue and black alloy receiver, receiver 
and bolt have scroll engraving, single brass bead front sight, Walnut impress Fleur-de-lis 
checkered forend wood and pistol grip stock, white diamond pistol grip cap (tear drop) with 
original Remington buttplate, both with white line spacer .................................................$395

124-U  Remington 16 Gauge Model 11-48 Auto Shotgun 28” plain barrel with bright 
excellent bore, 2 ¾” chamber and fixed improved cylinder choke, 80% blue with spots of touch 
up blue on receiver and barrel, areas of thin blue to gray on base of receiver and shows some 
pinprick pitting on sides of receiver, checkered Walnut forend wood and pistol grip buttstock, 
sling swivels and original Remington buttplate, left side rear of receiver has been drilled and 
tapped (no plugs) for receiver sight (none present), woods shows field use scratches, dents 
and dings excellent function (C&R)  ....................................................................................$285

125-U  Remington 20 Gauge Model 11-87 Premier “Dale Earnhardt” Limited 
Edition Autoloader Shotgun 26” vent rib (2) bead barrel with mint bore, 3” chamber and 
(3) screw in “Rem choke” tubes, 99 ½% original bright blue, engraved receiver with gold filled 
scroll surrounded by Dale Earnhardt image on left side with gold filled “Seven Time Winston 
Cup Champion” in a scroll riband on right side of receiver, mint dark Walnut pistol grip stock 
with cut checkering, grip cap with “R.A.” logo in gold, solid brown rubber logo buttpad and 
matching forend, as new in original box with all choke tubes, locking keys, tube wrench and 
paper, collector quality  .......................................................................................................$895

126-U  Remington 20 Gauge Model 1100 LT-20 Magnum Auto Shotgun 28” vent rib barrel 
with mint bore, 3” chamber, full choke tube installed, front white bead and silver mid bead sights, 
98%+ original blue, light scratches on receiver, checkered Walnut forend wood and pistol grip 
stock, Remington pistol grip cap and rubber recoil pad, receiver drilled and tapped, comes with 
original box and papers, two Rem choke tubes in improved cylinder and modified  ...............$795

127-U  Remington 12 Gauge Model 870 “Duck” Pump Shotgun 26” vent rib barrel with 
mint bore, 98%+ original blue, 3” chamber and Remington turkey extra full choke tube, front 
white and silver mid bead sights, high gloss semi fancy Walnut Monte Carlo pistol grip stock 
and forend wood with crisp cut checkering, brown Remington logo recoil pad with black line 
spacer, Remington pistol grip cap, excellent function  ...................................................... $385

128-U  Remington 12 Gauge Premier Model STS Competition Over / Under Boxlock 
Shotgun 32” (10mm wide target) vent rib barrels with mint bores, 3” chamber, skeet and skeet 
choke tubes installed, 98%+ original blue, laser engraved titanium receiver with P.V.D. finish 
(physical vapor deposition), front white bead mid silver bead sights, ejectors, gold single selec-
tive trigger, barrel selector on tang safety, satin finish deluxe Walnut checkered Schnabel forend 
wood and pistol grip stock with adjustable comb and rubber recoil pad marked “Kick-Eez”, 
functions properly, looks new, comes with Remington green hard case that is lockable, inside 
is comb spaces for stock, papers and a hard case with five screw in choke tubes, LT modified, 
modified, improved, improved cylinder and full lead shot only, manufactured in Italy ...... $1495

129-U  Stevens J. Arms Co. 16 Gauge Model 311 Boxlock Double Trigger Side by 
Side Shotgun 26” solid rib barrels with bright excellent bores, modified and cylinder chokes, 
2 ¾” chamber, 80% original blue, thinning on barrel spots on brown, engraved receiver is 
gray with brown tones, single brass front bead sight, beavertail wide checkered Walnut forend 
wood with 6” crack through center, Walnut hand checkering pistol grip stock with cheek piece, 
pistol grip cap and added Harrington and Richardson red vented recoil pad, L.O.P. 12 ¾”, wood 
appears to be refinished, wood shows dent and dings, excellent function  .......................$235

130-U  Wards Westernfield 16 Gauge Model 60-SB620-A Pump Shotgun 27” barrel 
with bright excellent bore showing light lead skid marks, 2 ¾” chamber improved cylinder choke, 
shotgun shows poor re-blue scattered along all metal but otherwise gray, single brass front bead 
sight, checkered Walnut forend wood and pistol grip stock, stock has a chip at toe, wood shows 
scratches, dings and dents, plastic buttplate that has been filed at toe, excellent function  ...... $115

131-U  Westernfield / Montgomery Ward & Co 12 Gauge Model 30 Pump Shotgun 
30” full choke solid rib barrel with mint bore, 80% original blue, thinning on left side of barrel 
to gray, receiver shows pinpricking, scratches and high edge wear, 2 ¾” chamber, single brass 
bead sight, 14” magazine tube is gray with spots of brown, top screw on left side looks to be 
replaced with a brass screw, safety lever in trigger well, checkered Walnut forend wood and pistol 
grip stock have been refinished and now shows high gloss shine, ding and dents, red rubber 
“Ranger” recoil pad with black line spacer, L.O.P. 14 ½”, excellent function (C&R)  .............$125

132-U  Winchester 12 Gauge Model 59 Autoloader Shotgun 26” “Win Lite” barrel with 
excellent bright bore, 2 ¾” chamber and improved cylinder factory screw in “Versalite’ choke tube, 
95% original blue/black finish, roll engraved receiver, very good Walnut pistol grip stock with cut 
checkering, logo checkered plastic buttplate, excellent function, shows lots of field use wear on 
both metal and wood but a nice versatile lightweight shotgun, made in 1965 (C&R)  ............$385

@
W

or
ld_

M
an

_M
ag



RUBEN MENDIOLA
DEALERNFA, INC. SINCE 1985

PO Box 566300, Miami, FL 33256-6300, 305-271-3436

TOLL FREE: 866-NFA-WANT (866-632-9268), FAX: 866-415-7066, CELL: 786-256-6746 for pics or text, 

EMAIL: Ruben@dealernfa.com, HOURS: 8am-9pm Eastern, 7 days a week

www.dealernfa.com

ALWAYS PAYING TOP DOLLAR!

WANTED!
ALL TYPES OF LEGAL MACHINE GUNS!

NO COLLECTION TOO LARGE
GENEROUS FINDER’S FEES GLADLY PAID!

Estate and Machine Gun Appraisals!

Before selling your guns, please call me and make 

sure you are getting the most for them! 

Consistently providing Excellend and Discreet Service 

& fairly priced high quality machine guns since 1985!

Attorney available for trust or estate matters.

** WE PAY UP FRONT **
100% of the agreed price before you ship your guns! 

You will never have to wait until I sell your guns in 

order to be paid! 

100% risk, worry & hassle free transactions!

Avoid the uncertainty of consignment or brokering. 

Specializing in investment grade transferable 

machineguns. 

OVERNIGHT FUNDING! 

I pay the ATF tax & do all the 

paperwork! I provide shipping 

supplies, heavy duty container 

& pay S&H!

ELECTED TO

RECOMMENDED
DEALERS LIST

www.subguns.com

Specialist in law enforcement purchases 

and cashless trades! 
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STG-44 BARRELS, $300. STG-44 OP RODS, $500. WEBSITE: WWW.RECONORD.COM

RECON ORDNANCE COMPANY
P.O. Box 829 • Fond du Lac, WI 54936 • 920-922-1515 VC • 920-922-0737 FAX

Machine Guns, Single Pieces or Collections, Military Rifles and Pistols. Top Dollar Paid!
FULL TIME CLASS III DEALER IN BUSINESS SINCE 1975

WANT TO BUY

$369

$369.00

M79 GRENADE LAUNCHER BARRELS

Stripped $1,500    

Complete $2,500

1919A4 Israeli 308 links — 

1,000- round box $125.00 

Also available: 2,000-round 

and 3,000-round boxes.

• U.S. GI Parts

• Comes with Anti-Aircraft Tri-Pod

• Metal links and manual included

• Ships in hard case

$369.00

$369.00

$4995.00

$395.00

$795.00

M249 .223

1919A4 308

M-60 (308)

M2 (50 cal) $369.00

$895.00
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GUN COLLECTIONS WANTED!
(any size)

Pre-64 Winchesters • American Doubles • Collectable Remingtons 
• Sakos • Weatherbys • Colts • Smith & Wesson

Will pay a PREMIUM for Collector Quality Guns.
45 Years in gun business. TRY ME BEFORE YOU SELL!

RANDY S. SHUMAN
P.O. Box 177, 321 Steelstown Road, Newville, PA 17241

Phone: 717-776-7861   FAX: 717-776-7034
Email: shumanguns@hotmail.com

L&S SUPPLY, INC. 
22211 Lofton Ave. N 
Scandia, MN 55073 

E-Mail: lssupply@spacestar.net 
Or call: (651)773-9972 

15 DAY 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed
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*Type I, II Dog Leg Hammers 
*Flat & Round Bolts: $95.00 & Up 
*Front Bands Type I, II & III 
*Front & Rear Sights 
*Swivels (All Mfgs.): $18.00 & Up 
*Mag. Rel. Type I, II & III: $32.00 & Up 
*M1A1 Recoil Plate Covers: $65.00 
*M1A1 Butt Plate Springs: $10.00 
*M1A1 Coil Springs (Pistol Grip): $10.00 
*Type I Band Screws: $7.50

Carbine Barrels 
Stock Pouches 

Slings & Early Oilers 
Stocks & Handguards 

Type I Early Flip Sights

Download Our FREE Catalog!!
www.bestcarbineparts.com

M1 CARBINE
 PARTS
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3/4” Model# SLING1015

1” Model #SLING1010
Retail.....$69.95

Special..........$49.95

-())¶6
287),77(56

599 Co Rd #206 Cape Girardeau MO 63701

(573) 651-3200 ZZZ�MHIIVRXW¿�WWHUV�FRP�

Leather riÀ e sling.  Featuring leather 

covered brass buckles to prevent 

scratching or marking.  Available for 

1” or 3/4” swivels.

ADAPTER & CONVERSION UNITS 
OF ALL TYPES:

 • INSERTS FOR BREAK-OPEN 
    SHOTGUNS
 • CHAMBER ADAPTER FOR RIFLES
 • CHAMBER ADAPTER FOR SPECIALTY  
    PISTOLS
 • ANTIQUES & WILDCATS 
    CUSTOM MADE!
These inserts/adapters allow rifl e owners to target 
practice at local indoor ranges where full power 
loads are prohibited, or take small game without 
the noise, meat destruction or the expense of full 
loads.  As a survival device, my adapters are 
unequalled, allowing a single rifl e or pistol to fi re 
a variety of ammunition.  New shooters will learn 
marksmanship without fi ghting recoil and loud 
muzzle blast.

MULTI CALIBER
ADAPTERS

SUB CALIBER ADAPTERS AND BARREL INSERTS
22LR/ 22MAG, 22 JET OR 22 H-TC
22LR OR 22 MAG/ 218,221, 222, 223 OR 22-250
22 HORNET/ 223 OR 22-250
32 ACP OR 32 H+R MAG/ 30-30, 308, OR 30-06 
30 LUGER, 30 MAUSER OR 30 CAR/ 308 OR 
30-06     BLUE STEEL $20 PPD   STAINLESS $28 PPD

(Specify if adapter is for T/C.)

CHAMBER INSERTS:
7.62X39 TO 30-06, 308, 7.62ARG & 7.5FR 
308 T0 30-06 KITS $25 PPD

Send (2) current 1st class stamps for catalog:
M.C.A. SPORTS/ACE BULLET CO.

2800 WEST 33RD ROAD
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99517-2201

907/248-4913 PHONE/FAX
ACE  A. DUBE (E-mail = lilred@ak.net)
WEB SITE http://mcasportsace.com
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985-632-3794 or 985-991-0138

286 West 54th, Cut Off, LA 70345

WRIST WATCHES
%8<�	�6(//�1(:�25�86('

5ROH[��3DWHN�3KLOLSSH��&DUWLHU��3DQHUDL��7DJ�+HXHU�
DQG�PDQ\�RWKHUV�

WHITELAW ENTERPRISES
PO Box 471, Dublin, OH 43017

1-614-889-6547 • E-mail: bill@wmw2.com
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PRINTABLE 
TARGETS!FREE

Download Your Storm Tactical 
Printable Target Pack

Get 62 printable MOA 
targets! This impressive 
PDF target pack from 
our friends at Storm 
Tactical contains 
precision targets for 
rifl e and handgun 
range use. Target grids 
and bullseye sizes are 
in MOA. Ideal for long-
range shooting and load 
development.

DOWNLOAD NOW! Visit > gundigest.com/targets
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Domestically crafted gear for gunners.

A M E R ICA N  M A DE ,  FOR  A M E R ICA N S  //  RICHARD MANN

AMERICAN 
MADE, FOR 

AMERICANS

P
olitical correctness has never 
been my strong suit. My edi-
tors have gotten used to it; 
they just replace potentially 

offensive comments with smoother 
language. I’m OK with that; that’s their 
job, and it makes them feel like they’re 
doing something good for humanity.

However, while this article isn’t in-
tended to offend anyone, it’s all about 
American made. There are a lot of 
sub-par products in the gun world, but 
there’s also a lot of good stuff, too. This 
article is about stuff for shooters that’s 

made in America—and works. I know, 
because I’ve used them.

You might already know about 
some of these companies but might 
not know about some of the cool 
stuff they make. If you believe in sup-
porting American manufacturing 
but also demand high quality … well, 
here you go.

HUNTERS HD GOLD

Most shooting glasses are less than 
great, but you can’t say that about 
the glasses from Hunter’s HD Gold. 

They’re ballistic rated—but more 
importantly, they’re photochromatic 
and treated to eliminate harmful rays. 
The gold-colored lenses also enhance 
contrast and help you see better when 
shooting, hunting, driving or … well, 
doing just about anything.

Several styles are available, but un-
like most of the overseas junk, you 
can have Hunter’s HD Gold lenses 
cut to your prescription and fitted to 
you own frames! I don’t shoot or hunt 
without them. Prices start at $375.
HuntersHDgold.com
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Hunter’s HD Gold shooting 

glasses are premium eye 

protection that protect 

your eyes from more than 

just ballistic concerns.

(Photo: Sabastian Mann)

LEHIGH DEFENSE

There are several great American 
bullet companies, but none have 
embraced the leadless projectile like 
Lehigh Defense. They create some in-
credibly magnificent bullets for special 
applications and special operations. 
Black Hills and Buffalo Bore are now 
using Lehigh bullets.

One of their most creative projectiles 
is the Controlled Chaos. Th is is a solid 
copper bullet with a front end that turns 
to shrapnel during penetration, creat-
ing massive tissue damage. But like with 
the Nosler Partition, the base of the 
bullet continues to penetrate. Th ey’re 

off ered in a variety of calibers and bullet 
weights. My son killed his Africa buff alo 
with a single Lehigh Defense Controlled 
Chaos bullet. Enough said!
LehighDefense.com

WYOMING SIGHT DRIFTER

Installing and adjusting iron sights on 
rifles and handguns has traditionally 
been done by pounding on a brass 
rod with a hammer. If you’ve done 
this, you’ve no doubt wondered how 
it’s possible to hit a brass rod so hard 
and not move the sight. You’ve also 
probably missed the brass rod and hit 
your gun or your finger, all the while 

thinking, There has to be a better 

way. Well, there is, and it’s called the 
Wyoming Sight Drifter.

This is an incredibly simple device, 
consisting of a brass punch on one end 
and a spring-loaded hammer on the 
other. It’s only about 5 inches long and 
weighs less than 3 ounces. You place 
the brass end against the sight, pull on 
the spring-loaded end … and let it go. 
The spring-loaded hammer impacts 
the brass end, and inertia causes the 
sight to move. I’ve used mine hundreds 
of times and have yet to find a sight it 
won’t install. It costs only $35.
WyomingSightDrifter.com

The Wyoming Sight Drifter is an 

ingenious tool that’ll make installing 

or removing dovetail sights easier 

than you can imagine.

(Photo: Sabastian Mann)

Lehigh Defense Controlled 

Chaos bullets are precision 

machined from copper. They’re 

extremely accurate and deadly.
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SKINNER SIGHTS

Montana-based Skinner sights is 
known for their rugged aperture-
style peep sights, and they’re used by 
several firearms manufacturers. How-
ever, what you probably don’t know 
is that Skinner Sights has recently 
gotten into gun cases. They offer a va-
riety of cases to include a very unique 
garment bag rifle case that’ll hang in 
your closet.

But their coolest new case is one 
made for take-down rifles. I picked up 

A M E R ICA N  M A DE ,  FOR  A M E R ICA N S  //  RICHARD MANN

one ($59) for my Dove Custom Marlin 
336 lever-scout in 35 Remington, and 
it’s amazing how compact this case 
makes for carrying this gun and a full 
box of ammo. While you’re ordering, 
take some time and enjoy the Skinner 
Sights website, you’ll find all kinds of 
goodies there.
SkinnerSights.com

EDC CLP

I’ll keep this one short and sweet. If 
you like for your guns to run and you 

like for them to last, you should use 
a high-quality cleaner, lubricant and 
protector. EDC CLP’s detergent prop-
erties penetrate deep into the crevasses 
of moving parts to prevent carbon 
buildup, and it’s designed to function 
in high heat.

It not only increases the firearm’s 
lubricity, but it also cleans while you’re 
shooting. It’s patented, it’s made in 
America and it works. A 2-ounce 
bottle retails for $14.99
EDCclp.com

Incredibly well-made and 

compact, the Skinner 

takedown rifl e case is a 

perfect way to carry and 

transport a takedown rifl e.

EDC CLP is good stuff  you 

can trust to take care of 

your fi rearms.
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GAUGE OUTFITTERS

I stumbled on this company by acci-
dent, and what I found was a fantastic 
range bag and a very unique tool to 
manage paracord. Their Heritage Gun 
Range Bag is 100-percent American 
made out of durable 1000D Cordura. 
It measures 16 by 12 by 9 inches and 
comes with two dividing inserts, has a 
removable hard bottom and one of its 
neatest features is a built-in, roll-out 
gun mat that can be used for cleaning 
or just as a clean place to lay out your 
gear. At $150, it’s not cheap, but it’s 
without question the best range bag 
I’ve seen.

As for the paracord tool, essentially, 
it’s a spool to store paracord on. In 

The Gauge Outfi tters 

paracord tool is a piece 

of kit that should be 

in every shooter’s or 

outdoorsman’s ditty bag.

Wilson Combat’s eXperior 

EDCX9 pistol is the 

ultimate expression of a 

self-defense handgun.

Looking for one magazine 

that’ll work with the 

223/5.56, .300 Blackout 

and .300 Hamr? Look to 

Wilson Combat.

reality, it’s much more. It has a built-in 
blade to cut the paracord and a built-
in socket to store a lighter to burn the 
ends of the cord after it’s been cut. 
Retail price is only $16.49, but if you 
use a lot of paracord, this tool is worth 
three times that much.
GaugeOutfitters.com

WILSON COMBAT

If you’re a gun person and haven’t heard 
of Wilson Combat, we probably can’t 
be friends. Wilson Combat builds the 
best-quality ARs and 1911-styled pis-
tols, but what many might not know is 
that Wilson Combat is now offering a 
30-round, multi-caliber AR-15 maga-
zine that’ll work with the .223 Reming-

ton/5.56 NATO, .300 Blackout and the 
.300 HAMR. It retails for $18.95. The 
.300 HAMR was specifically designed 
for the AR-15 by Wilson Combat and is 
probably the best dual-purpose hunt-
ing/tactical cartridge available in that 
platform. It duplicates the ballistics 
of the .30-30 Winchester and is now 
SAAMI approved.

You can convert your .223/5.56 AR 
to .300 HAMR with nothing but a new 
barrel and the aforementioned maga-
zine. Wilson Combat has all the ammo 
you need, and while you’re there order-
ing, do not check out their Experior 
Commander Double-Stack pistol unless 
there’s a lot of space on your credit card.
WilsonCombat.com
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ANDY’S LEATHER

There’s lots of custom leather craft-
ers out there that make holsters, 
straps and other gun accessories. 
Andy’s Leather, however, special-
izes in shooting slings—not carry 
straps—that help stabilize your 
shooting position.

Andy at Andy’s leather is Gun-
site Academy trained and is the 
go-to source for Ching slings and 
Rhodesian-style shooting slings. 
Prices range from about $40 to $65, 
and he also offers a variety of other 
quality leather goods.
AndysLeather.com

WICKED GRIPS

Humans have been fascinated by 
weaponry since some caveman used a 
rock to kill something. Like a hammer, 
a firearm is just a tool, but to humans 
these tools have a special meaning. 
And, just like a caveman probably 
decorated his favorite rock, soldiers, 
shooters and hunters have been deco-
rating their weaponry for centuries.

With handguns, the best way to do 
this is with custom grips, and you won’t 
find any cooler than those from Wicked 
Grips. Ed Strange with Wicked Grips 
told me, “I manufacture all my stuff 
here. If it’s not made from raw materi-
als in my facility, it’s made in a vendor/
partner facility here in the USA. The 
aluminum panels we use are bare ma-
chined parts my buddy Chris at Aluma-
grips machines for us, to our specifica-
tions. Everything else we make. There 
are 1,200 products when all variations 
are counted. Nothing foreign!”
WickedGrips.com

KITANICA

Kitanica’s new Nightwatch pullover has 
become one of my favorite outer gar-
ments. It reminds me of the comman-
do-type wool sweaters of World War 
II, but it’s made of Power Stretch Pro 
Polartec. And comfortable and warm 

A M E R ICA N  M A DE ,  FOR  A M E R ICA N S  //  RICHARD MANN

Andy’s Leather crafts some of 

the best leather shooting slings 

available anywhere, at any price.

A selection from 

the cool and unique 

grips off ered by 

Wicked Grips.
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it is. It also makes a fine-looking outer 
garment with enough length to cover 
an IWB holster. It’s $150 and you’ll 
look good in it; maybe not as good as I 
do, but good enough.

Kitanica’s RSP pants might be even 
better. I tried them three years ago and 
have been hooked ever since. They 
have more pockets than you can use, 
and the pocket placement, belt loops 
and closures are all well thought out. 
However, their most important attri-
bute is durability. They’ll outlast most 

relationships, they’re American made, 
retail for $175 and are worth every 
single penny.
Kitanica.Net 

VERSACARRY

Versacarry is a well-known manu-
facturer of well-made-but-affordable 
handgun holsters. What many don’t 
know is that they make the best gadget 
for carrying extra ammunition on your 
rifle. Lace-up leather butt-cuffs have 
always been popular, especially on 

lever guns, but the Versacarry Ammo 
Caddy is lighter, easier to install and 
looks and works better. It even comes 
with a belt pad that allows you to 
switch its location or carry an extra 
Ammo Caddy.

I’ve written about the Ammo Caddy 
multiple times in these pages, and I’m 
astonished it’s not one of Versacarry’s 
best-selling items at $59.99. Pay atten-
tion, because there’s no better way to 
carry ammunition on your rifle. Period!
VersaCarry.com  

Kitanica’s Nightwatch pullover is good 

looking, warm and ideally adapted for 

concealed carry in moderate climates.

The Versacarry Ammo Caddy 

is, hands down, the best 

device for carrying extra 

ammunition on your rifl e.

The RSP pants from 

Kitanica are great for 

range wear, farm work 

and hunting. They’re 

nearly indestructible.
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T H E GA R AGE - S M I T H S OF A M E R IC A // JOSH WAYNER

centuries ago. There are, of course, 
technological advances, but the craft 
element has never gone away. People 
today, myself included, take pride in 
custom guns or hand-fitted specialty 
items. I certainly love and appreciate 
a high-end 1911 with a buttery-slick 
slide-to-frame fit, but I also have an un-
derstanding of the necessity of owning 
basic, mass-produced arms as well. 

People in centuries past were much 
the same, and it was very common for 
people living in the New World to own 
more than one firearm, especially land 
owners and sport shooters. The most 
storied and fearsomely independent in-
dividuals, such as mountain men—think 
Jeremiah Johnson—were also likely to 
have more than one firearm. 

These were guns of various bores, 

I 
don’t think anyone really knows 
who exactly the first gunsmith 
was to set up shop in America. 
Scandinavians were arguably the 

first to make steel swords and other 
weapons in the New World, and they 
thrived in what is now Canada and the 
northeastern United States for centu-
ries before Columbus made his famous 
voyage.

Sometime in the years following that 
fateful journey, a gun was made from 

start to finish in the Americas. This 
amazing tradition has carried on, and 
while the custom rifles from today’s 
small-shop gun builders are far from 
archaic, they’re still made with the 
same tradition of rugged individual-
ism as those made 500 years ago by 
equally gritty individuals. 

THE GUN INDUSTRY BEFORE 

THERE WAS INDUSTRY

The gun industry as we know it today 
is in many ways the same as it was five 

American craftsmanship is unparalleled. 

Seen here are a rifle made in a small cot-

tage shop, a vintage muzzleloader and 

a Winkler Knives Utility Knife. All these 

items, from blades to barrels, are deeply 

rooted in our American culture.
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some smooth for fowl and others rifl ed 
for precision. Movies and fi lm have giv-
en us the impression these men carried 
just one gun, but it was far more likely 
that they had several spread across pack 
animals that’d travel with them. Th e fur 
trade saw the golden age of this culture, 
and it was formative to the American 
identity; however, it was rarely just one 
man and one rifl e.

Th ese expeditions would certainly 
employ gunsmiths, but gunsmithing 
at the time was a generalized trade and 

oft en part of the work of blacksmiths 
and locksmiths, the former moving and 
forming large amounts of metal and the 
latter fi tting mechanical parts. Th ese 
trades were crucial to the realization of 
our modern gun industry, and in the 
earliest years it was watchmakers and far-
riers who paved the way for cottage gun 
making out of necessity.

BIRTH OF THE COTTAGE 

GUNSMITH

The heyday of the cottage gunmaker 

For nearly 250 years, 
American ingenuity 

has been forged and 
milled into some of the most innovative 

firearms the world has ever seen.

wasn’t until the mid 1700s. In my es-
timation, the cottage maker, a trade 
professional who produced guns from 
scratch in one shop, lasted from about 
1700 to 1840; its end marked by the fall 
of the Alamo and the invention of the 
Colt revolver. It was in the 1840s and 
into the 1850s that the fi rst real mass 
production of guns with interchange-
able parts began. Th is, in my opinion, 
was the end of the cottage gunsmith, 
in that mass production now delivered 
function without artistry. 
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T H E GA R AGE - S M I T H S OF A M E R IC A //  JOSH WAYNER

The cottage gunsmith is still around 
today—making custom flintlocks, 
where they can be occasionally en-
countered in Appalachia, though like 
custom knife makers or even vintage 
auto restoration experts, have lead 
times not in weeks or months, but 
years. The expense is also extremely 
high in most cases. Based on my re-
search into the relative cost of guns at 
the time, a basic flintlock long rifle in 
1776 would’ve been around 15 to 20 
Spanish dollars, the currency upon 

Matt Van Ens 

with his per-

sonal precision 

rifl e used for 

competition. 

Bolt knobs 

awaiting assem-

bly and coating.
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which the American dollars were 
originally based. 

According to records available for 
skilled trades, a mason made about a 
dollar a day in 1776. A rifle at the time 
would’ve been about the equivalent of 
a month’s work, plus you’d likely have 
to pay the gunsmith’s living expenses 
while he worked, making for a rela-
tively expensive product. The cost of 
a custom flintlock today is quite close 
in terms of relative cost to what it 
would’ve been in 1776. Art comes at a 
price, and high-quality guns of the era 
were extremely valuable.

Basic guns made for trade and ex-

ports typically came from state or cor-
porate armories, and they were rudi-
mentary but functional. These would 
go for what amounts to $500 to $1,500 
today, or roughly the same general cost 
of a mid-tier AR-15, which, unlike a 
custom bolt-action, can hardly be con-
sidered a work of art. Times change, 
but valuable custom work does not.

When we think of art, most people 
shrug it off as the sport of intellectu-
als who pay millions for a painting 
of a soup can. Others see it as a dead 
medium now used for political expres-
sion or to simply point out the ironies 
of our society. These days, a talentless 
DJ with a digital synthesizer can make 
money as a “musical artist.” The value 
of art in our era is subjective; of what 
value is an item that can be simply run 
off an assembly line or 3D printer? 
All have value and the art, once lost to 
mass production, is being redefined 
with new means for what’s really the 

same ends as guns made centuries ago.
The simple fact is we live in an age 

of mechanical reproduction that al-
lows us, on an individual level, to cre-
ate items in our home that previously 
would’ve been the territory of profes-
sional engineers. You can, in fact, 3D 
print guns with a common laptop and 
printer kit available off just about any 
corner of the internet (watch the laws 
on that endeavor). The technology of 
our times has started a new cottage 
industry, and the one-man gunsmith is 
born anew.

A cottage gunsmith who runs a fa-
cility that’s arguably as technologically 
advanced as even the largest factories 
is rare to find, but they, of course, do 
exist. These one-man shops require 
a massive commitment and personal 
passion to run correctly, as the mastery 
is more than just that of a lathe or mill. 
Modern cottage industry is capable of 
producing products that exceed the 
wildest dreams of military snipers, ex-
pert long-range shooters and demand-
ing hunters, just like the cottage maker 
of old who was on the razor edge of 
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connection that the custom-dyed 
Magpul stock on the finished Tuebor 
Precision rifle looked to be the exact 
same color as the sweet potato purée 
he loves to eat. While it was my inten-
tion to make the finished product ap-
pear close to something like Russian 
Bakelite, the rifle has henceforth been 
called “Sweet Potato,” and while the 
nomenclature is nontraditional, the ac-
curacy is nothing to laugh at.

When I took the rifle out to do the 
initial accuracy assessment and get it 
zeroed, I thought I was having prob-
lems with accuracy at 100 meters, only 
to find that I may have incidentally—
and without a witness—shot a world-
record-level group of five rounds into 

a single 6.5mm hole. 
The initial groups with Sig Sauer 

140-grain Match were so tight that I 
had to back out to 200 meters to get 
the bullets to cluster in a legible group. 
At that range, it was putting five shots 
into a half inch, or less than .25 MOA. 
This incredible performance came 
from a rifle that was gunsmithed only 
a stone’s throw from where I live,  
hearkening back to the village makers 
of our foundation.

The build itself is testament to what 
can be accomplished by American 
ingenuity and drive, with a little Swed-
ish thrown in there in the form of 
the Spuhr mount. The rifle features 
a small-run US Optics 5-25x scope, 
made and engineered in the USA. 
Likewise, it has a Magpul chassis I cus-
tom dyed, again an American product 
that originated from a small-time idea 
that later created one of the most rec-

T H E GA R AGE - S M I T H S OF A M E R IC A // JOSH WAYNER

(Below) The US Optics Foundation 5-25x is a 

large scope with lots of adjustment. This model is 

designed and made in America, and the quality is 

amazing. It’s a perfect optical match to a gun as 

precise as this custom build.

(Left) The bolt is spiral fluted for beauty ... and to 

help keep debris out of the action. The bolt throw 

is slick and incredibly smooth. 

(Above) While the rifle is mostly American in manu-

facture, a Spuhr mount from Sweden was used for 

maximum precision. Spuhr mounts are some of the best 

for bolt actions and mount the scope at an appropriate 

height for modern chassis guns. 

(Below) The Q Brake is actually a two-piece 

affair: Underneath the Bottle Rocket brake is 

another—you guessed it—brake. The Cherry 

Bomb brake inside is also a suppressor 

mount for Q suppressors. 

rifled firearm technology at the time.
Here’s a look at one company—or 

rather, one man—who’s carrying on 
the cottage tradition and making ex-
ceptionally accurate actions and rifles 
today. 

SWEET POTATO

One of my children made the astute 
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ognizable brands in the industry.
The magazines are from a small-

time maker, Alpha Mags, and they’ve 
worked for me for more than 10 years. 
Additionally, the M24 contour barrel 
is from Brownells from their limited 
Premium Barrels line. Capping the 
barrel off is a brake and suppressor 
mount from Q LLC, located in New 
Hampshire. An American-made Tim-
ney trigger fires the rifle. The sling is 
another custom item, again made by a 
small shop called Short Action Preci-
sion. Overall, this rifle is the result of 
many cottage enterprises, or at least 
companies that started out as such.

The action from Tuebor Precision 
is the heart and soul of the rifle, and 
it’s the result of one man’s efforts to 
produce the finest, most precise ac-
tions available. The amazing part of 
Tuebor Precision is that the millions 
of dollars of equipment aren’t run by a 
floor full of workers; everything from 
cutting the steel bars to the incredibly 
expensive and complicated wire EDM 
cutting of the action is done by owner 
Matt Van Ens.

Matt’s got an impressive résumé. 
Among his accolades are his service 
as a USMC KC-130J Crew Chief 
(2005-10), and graduate—and later 
instructor—at the Colorado School of 
Trades (2012-15). He opened Tuebor 
Precision in 2014 and later released his 
current actions, the Raider in 2017 and 
the Legion in early 2020.

Matt produces hundreds of actions 

annually and is the OEM producer for 
actions seen in many high-end rifles. 
His production ability exceeds the out-
put per worker in virtually every shop 
I’ve seen. Many companies of similar 
output are staffed by as many as 30 
individuals. 

The cottage aspect of his business 
is incredible in that he wears varia-
tions of all the same hats worn by the 
cottage maker of 1776, such as the 
designer, engineer and metallurgist, 
while also being a programmer and 
machinist. The amount of individual 
skill needed to bring forth a top-shelf 
custom action on a production basis 
as one person wouldn’t have been pos-
sible even 20 years ago without having 
to outsource significant amounts of 
labor and materials.

Matt’s actions are so far above board 
that some of the industry’s leading 
ballistic engineers and scientists go to 
him for their gunsmithing work. The 
names of the individuals and busi-
nesses using his materials is long, but 
suffice to say his customers are the 
people literally writing the book on 
extreme long range and developing the 
programs behind advanced ballistic 
software. And all this from the mind of 
one man with skill and passion.

Th e rifl e is the most accurate rifl e I’ve 
ever fi red. When I set about building 
this rifl e, I didn’t have the expectation 
it’d exceed all the rest so soundly. I knew 
when I put it together it’d shoot, but the 
question was how well? Th e results I got 
were with factory ammo, and I’m sure 
I’ll do even better with handloads—if 
such performance could be dreamed of.

THE LASTING TRADITION

The rifles used in 1776 were of the 
finest quality, quite literally the best 
arms on Earth for accuracy at distance 
at that time. While there’s certainly 
the desire and necessity for afford-
able arms, they are seldom capable of 
what can be delivered by hand-spun 
passion. Rifles like “Sweet Potato” are 
representative of what can be achieved 
by today’s modern cottage maker. 

It’s truly inspiring that, in a day of 
mass production, one man with one 
idea can reinvent the cottage gun-
smith trade and return it to its original 
prestige. Matt Van Ens is one of them, 
and there are many, many sprinkled 
throughout America. The cottage gun-
maker represented precision manu-
facture in the days of coal forges and 
hand files. Today, we have that again, 
but this time with EDM cutters and 
advanced CNC lathes. 

Sources for economic material: State His-

torical Society of Wisconsin, University of 

Wisconsin and University of Michigan De-

partment of Economics. Inflation conversions 

to purchasing power courtesy of research from 

Oregon State University.

The fi nished rifl e, which 

the author has aff ec-

tionately named “Sweet 

Potato.”
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GU N S W I T H GR E E N C A R DS // PATRICK ROBERTS

13.8 million firearms in the U.S. To 
give you an idea how many that is in 
comparison to the Remington 870, 
there were only 11 million of those 
produced for the entirety of the 70-
year production run.  

But does the nationality of the com-
pany ownership matter to you if you’re 
set on an American-made gun? That’s 
a question you’re going to have to an-
swer yourself, but I’m all for anything 
that expands firearm production in 
America. Not only does it keep Ameri-
cans working and trains them how to 
make guns, but it also makes further 
legislation affecting firearms harder 
for politicians.

Just imagine if Kalashnikov Concern 
had a sister factory here in the States 
building Saiga rifles. The executive 
order issued by President Obama in 
2014 would’ve had nearly no effect 
on the availability of Saiga-based AKs 
domestically! 

W
ith manufacturing 
becoming more global 
every year, it can be 
hard to know what’s 

made in the USA and what’s imported, 
especially since some of the manufac-
turers you might associate with Aus-
tria, Germany, Belgium and the Czech 
Republic have either moved produc-
tion to the U.S. ... or are in the process 
of doing so. 

There are several reasons that a 
manufacturer might move produc-
tion to the United States, but if they 
win a U.S. Government contract and 
the maze of laws surrounding the im-
port and export process. With more 
red tape being added every year by 
lawmakers, it makes more sense than 
ever to establish manufacturing in the 
States. 

Over the last decade, BATFE re-
ports indicate that the six manufactur-
ers chosen for this article produced 

European brands producing 
guns right here in the States. 
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American engineers have taken modu-

larity to a new level. This customized 

FN America 509 Midsize sports a 509 

Compact Tactical slide fi tted with a Ho-

losun red-dot, Streamlight TLR-1 HL, ARC 

compensator and Apex trigger.
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SIG SAUER:
6.5 MILLION U.S. PRODUCED

The very first Sig Sauer P220 was im-
ported into the United States in 1977 
as the Browning BDA. Since then, 
Sig has become one of the largest gun 
manufacturers in the U.S., with 6.5 
million made domestically in the past 
decade.  

While the U.S.-based Sig Sauer Inc. 
is relatively young, the company can 
trace its roots to the oldest German 
gunmaker on record, J.P. Sauer & 
Sohn. Dating back 270 years, the Sauer 
name has been on countless firearms. 
It wasn’t until the Swiss company, Sig, 
purchased J.P. Sauer & Sohn in 1976 
that Sig Sauer as we know it was a 
thing.

Unfortunately, 1984 brought a bit-
tersweet moment in company history 
with the loss of the U.S. Military’s 

GU N S W I T H GR E E N C A R D S //  PATRICK ROBERTS

M9 contract to Beretta … by being a 
mere $6 per unit more expensive than 
the Beretta. However, that near win 
propelled the P226 to become one of 
the more popular pistols with police 
departments and set the stage for the 
wild success of the P320.

Today, Sig Sauer Inc. is the current 
supplier of the M17 and M18 pistols 
to the U.S. Military, as well as proudly 
producing the P320 for countless 
police contracts in New Hampshire. 
Virtually the entire line of Sig Sauer 
firearms carries a U.S. birth certificate 
these days, which is a huge win for 
American gun buyers as well as gun-
toting professionals. 

Since firearms are such a large part 
of American culture, Sig has been 
free to innovate at a rate rarely seen 
in the industry. Between innovative 
approaches to government contracts, 
their impressively accurate ammuni-
tion line and world-class optics, Sig 
Sauer isn’t likely to be dethroned any-
time in the foreseeable future.

FN AMERICA: 
2.8 MILLION U.S. PRODUCED

When most people hear the brand 
“FN,” the first thing they think of is 
the Belgium-based FN Herstal, which 
isn’t technically incorrect because FN 

America is a subsidiary of the Herstal 
Group. 

That said, FN America’s roots go 
back to 1978 when FN Manufactur-
ing was established to build firearms 
for the U.S. Military, which our troops 
have been carrying into combat for 
the past four decades; but that’s only a 
small part of what the Herstal Group 
manufacturers in the United States. 

The Herstal Group acquired Brown-
ing firearms in 1977 after a longtime 
partnership, dating back to 1899 when 
they started producing the FN Brown-
ing M1900, the first handgun to use a 
slide designed by John Moses Brown-
ing. Today, U.S.-made Brownings are 
built in Salt Lake City, Utah, a mere 
40-mile drive from the company’s 
birthplace. 

Today, FN America builds the FN 
SCAR, M16 and M4 rifles, as well as 
the M249, M240, MK46 and MK48 

Innovative American-made 

pistols, like the popular 

P365 series, have helped Sig 

Sauer‘s growth immensely.

Initially produced in Italy, Beretta 

set up a production line in the 

United States to meet the needs 

of the U.S. Military when they 

were awarded the M9 pistol 

contract in 1985.
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machine guns, for the U.S. Department 
of Defense in their Columbus, South 
Carolina, facility alongside the civilian 
line of firearms.

BERETTA: 
2.2 MILLION U.S. PRODUCED

Like Sig Sauer, Beretta’s lineage goes 
back hundreds of years with Beretta-
produced weapons being present in 
every major European war since 1650. 
Beretta holds the distinction of be-
ing the oldest weapon maker in the 
world—their first product being arque-
bus barrels made in 1526.

The bulk of the Berettas produced 

has been so impactful on American 
gun culture, many of the no gun 
“gunbuster” signs use the shape of a 
Beretta 92 series. You can’t go wrong 
when Martin Riggs and John McClane 
choose one as their sidearm, right? 

It isn’t just the Beretta 92 series that’s 
made in the new 160,000-square-foot 
Gallatin, Tennessee, factory; nearly 
every model of Beretta pistol offered 
in the United States since the ’80s had 
at least one variant of it produced do-
mestically. Small-bore pistols like the 
U22 Neos and the 21A are almost a 
given, due to the point system a pistol 
must comply with in order to get the 
BATFE’s thumbs up, as is the case with 
subcompact variants. 

Beretta can thank that M9 pistol 
contract for giving them reason to set 
up shop here in the States. Without 
that requirement, Beretta might not 

here in the United States are a result 
of their narrow M9 contract win in 
1985, which propelled the Beretta 92 
series from obscurity to a nationally 
recognized shape. In fact, the 92 series 

The FN America 509 LS Edge is 

the latest iteration of their 509 

series, designed and produced in 

Columbus, South Carolina.
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machines in Austria. 
Aft er building more than 2 million 

Glocks in the United States, it’s safe to 
say that the Austrian plastic fantastic has 
dual citizenship. 

CZ-USA: 
125,000 U.S. PRODUCED

The bulk of the guns CZ-USA has built 
in the United States during the past de-
cade haven’t carried the CZ name at all, 
but rather been under their Dan Wesson 
brand acquired by CZ-USA in 2005. 
Th e Norwich, New York, factory is just a 
small part of CZ’s master plan: Keep an 
eye on what the company does over the 
next fi ve years; your mind will likely be 
blown.   

While CZ-USA hasn’t produced near 
as many guns domestically as Sig Sauer, 

be as popular on the U.S. market as it 
is today.

GLOCK USA: 
2.1 MILLION U.S. PRODUCED

You might’ve noticed in 2012, USA roll-
marked Glocks started appearing on 
gun dealer’s shelves. Th is wasn’t a result 
of the great gun panic of 2012; Glock 
actually received approval from the 
Smyrna, Georgia, city council in 2010 to 
build four buildings on 18 acres, which 
was completed in 2012.

So, what spurred the massive expan-
sion? Probably export laws.  

Even though most believe those 
2012 USA-made Glocks were the fi rst 

GU N S W I T H GR E E N C A R D S // PATRICK ROBERTS

FN or Glock, they’ve committed to con-
struct a factory in Little Rock, Arkansas, 
to expand their American manufactur-
ing capabilities. CZ’s purchase of the leg-
endary Colt has delayed the construc-
tion of the Little Rock factory for up 
to fi ve years, which is unfortunate but 
understandable. A delay in the factory’s 
construction is preferable to the Colt 
brand dying. 

of the Austrian-designed pistols to have 
an American birth certifi cate, BATFE 
reports say otherwise. Between 2005 and 
2011, before American consumers saw 
them on dealer shelves, over a quarter-
million Glocks were produced between 
2005 and 2011.

If you’re wondering if a Glock made in 
the United States is better or worse than 
one made at the Austrian facility, the 
answer is “neither.” Glock Austria ensures 
that the quality their customers expect 
are upheld by making sure that the pro-
cesses Glock USA uses are identical to the 
ones used in Austria. Heck, even the raw 
materials for the slide, frame and barrel 
are shipped in from Austria to be turned 
into guns by CNC machines also shipped 
in from Austria—and programmed by 
the same people who programmed the 

While the CZ-USA P10 se-

ries was initially produced 

in the Czech Republic, they 

are now also produced in 

Kansas City, Kansas.
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Th ere are a handful of CZ-marked 
guns made right here in the USA al-
ready, with more models to follow as 
soon as the Little Rock facility is com-
pleted. Currently, some models of the 
Czech gunmaker’s new striker-fi red P10 
series of guns are made in their Kansas 
City, Kansas, facility. Once the new 
factory is fi nished, the number of CZ 
pistols made in the United States is sure 
to increase. 

HECKLER & KOCH USA: 
76,000 U.S. PRODUCED

It might come as a surprise that Heckler 
Koch’s U.S. arm, HKUSA, produces the 
fewest guns out of the bunch, but those 
paying attention to H&K over the past 
decade or two won’t be surprised. You 
see, H&K is a shadow of its former self 
for several reasons, the largest being 
the German government’s export re-
strictions. 

In recent years, Heckler & Koch has 
stated they have “withdrawn from cri-

sis regions of this world.” That means 
that countries in conflict areas or that 
don’t meet their definition of a “green 
company” are no longer customers 
the German company is interested in 
selling to. Since that cuts out a large 
portion of their customer base, the 
U.S. consumer market is where they’ve 
looked to make up those sales. 

The announcement in 2017 
that HKUSA was expanding to a 
50,000-square-foot facility in Co-
lumbus, Georgia, may signify a turn-
around for the company, but don’t get 
excited too quickly. Unfortunately, the 
company’s bestselling gun, the VP9, 
is still made overseas and subject to 
German export restrictions as well as 
American import laws, as is most of 
their product line.

While 50,000 square feet might 
sound like a big operation, keep in 
mind that the average Walmart Super-
store is large enough to set up nearly 
four of HKUSA’s factories inside. 
While the space isn’t as large as you 
might expect from a gun company 
with H&K’s reputation, they do pro-
duce HK45 pistols, as well as their 
MR556 and MR762 rifles, in the Co-
lumbus facility.

DOMESTICALLY 

PRODUCED IMPORTS

The next time you’re looking at picking 
up a new firearm, take a look at where 
it was made; you’ll likely be surprised. 
In an age where gun manufacturers 
viewed as American companies sell 
more foreign-made guns with cleverly 
concealed import marks than they 
make domestically—and companies 
that are viewed as foreign produce 
more guns than you could’ve imag-
ined—you rarely can guess where a 
gun was born. 

Buying models made in the United 
States not only supports domestic 
manufacturing, but it also convinces 
manufacturers that they need to con-
tinue to expand firearm production in 
the U.S. The bigger the industry gets, 
the harder time politicians have screw-
ing with gun laws … and that’s a win 
for everyone. 

While HKUSA doesn’t produce as many fi re-

arms in the U.S. as the other companies on this 

list, they have proven able to maintain the level 

of quality people expect from the Germany-

based company.
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described below. In my opinion, to get 
a “hard” zero with the AR you have to 
actually shoot it at the distance you’ve 
chosen for your zero, rather than sim-
ulate distance by using smaller targets.

Once you’ve zeroed the AR, it’s time 
to fire it various distances to discover 
what the difference will be between 
your point of aim (POA) and the point 
of impact (POI). This will vary ac-
cording to barrel length and twist rate, 
and the type ammo, such as bullet 
weight and the design or shape of the 
round. Changing ammo, switching 

Understanding POA and POI for your AR. 

“Z
eroing” the AR means 
adjusting the sights 
so your point of 
impact—where the 

bullet strikes the target—is the same 
as your point of aim—where you are 
holding the sights. There is a variety 
of methods or formulas for zeroing 
the AR. Instead of trying to use dif-
ferent-size targets at various distances 
and f lipping back and forth between 
one aperture and the other on the rear 
sight—as required by some methods—
I prefer to use the simple technique 

between one type ammo and another 
—even when they are the same weight 
or design but different brands—will 
usually change the trajectory of the 
round, sometimes dramatically.

When it comes to choosing the dis-
tance for your zero, there are several 
factors to consider. First is the offset 
between the sights and the barrel; the 
sights are higher than the barrel. This 
offset comes into play especially at 
close distances, where the POI will 
be lower than the POA. You have to 
aim or hold high for your round to 

A R  = A M E R ICA’S  R I F L E  //  TIGER MCKEE
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hit where you need it to go. You also 
have to consider the trajectory of the 
round. For example, with a 55-grain 
bullet firing with a 100-yard zero the 
POI will be approximately 2 inches 
low at 200 yards. 

Before beginning the zero process, 
you need to pick the distance for your 
zero. I use a 100-yard zero. The sights 
are adjusted so that at 100 yards the 
bullet strikes the exact point the sights 
are holding. A 75-yard zero gives you 
the least deviation between your POA 
and POI between 25 and 100 yards. At 
25 yards, the POI will be roughly 1½   
inches lower than your POA. The POI 
at 100 yards will be 1½   inches higher 
than your POA, which will give you a 
POI of about an inch or so low at 200 
yards. 

For zeroing, it’s important to use 
the ammunition that you anticipate 
shooting when using your AR. If 
you’re trying to zero using different 
types of ammo, it’s going to be a frus-
trating process because each one will 
have a different POI. 

Pick one type of ammo and use it 
to zero. Later, aft er getting a zero and 
learning the fundamentals, you can 
experiment with diff erent rounds to 
determine which one provides the best 
accuracy. Also keep in mind that dis-
tance will be a big factor. For example, 
ammo “A” may produce a tighter group 
at 100 yards, but at 200 yards ammo “B” 

RANGE

25 YARDS 50 YARDS 75 YARDS 100 YARDS

25-YARD

ZERO
0 2½-IN HIGH 4½”-IN HIGH 4½”-IN HIGH

50-YARD

ZERO
1-IN LOW 0 1½-IN HIGH 2-IN HIGH

75-YARD

ZERO
1½-IN LOW ¼-IN LOW 0 1½-IN HIGH

100-YARD

ZERO
2½-IN LOW 1-IN LOW ½-IN LOW 0

POINT OF AIM VS. POINT OF IMPACT

At distances less than 25 yards, regardless of zero, the 

point of impact will be approximately 2.5 inches low.

Actual fi gures will vary according to barrel length, twist rate, and bullet weight and design.

ing it counter-clockwise raises the 
front sight, which will lower the bul-
let’s POI. To turn or adjust the front 
sight, you have to depress the detent 
that holds the sight in place. A sight 
tool will make adjustments easy, or 
you can use the tip of a bullet. The 
front sight will have either four or five 
slots for the detent; the sight tool must 
have the same number of prongs to 
match the front sight.

Windage, moving the bullet right or 
left , is adjusted with the rear sight. Th e 
A1 rear sight requires the use of a sight 
tool or the tip of a bullet for adjustment. 
Th e A2 rear sight has a drum that you 
turn with your fi ngers; no tool required. 

Take your time during the zeroing 
process. This isn’t something you can 
do quickly. For the best results, work 
from a bench, with rests or bags for 

Diff erent ammo will change your point-of-impact according to the weight of the bullet 

and its velocity. Plus, your barrel length and twist rate will aff ect accuracy. 

New versions of the AR have rear sights with 

elevation adjustments. When zeroing, make 

sure to start with the drum on its lowest 

setting, 6/3 or 8/3.

is more accurate. A lot of research and 
then actual fi eld testing is necessary to 
determine what round will produce the 
best results for your application.

For the A2 sights, which have a rear 
sight that’s adjustable for elevation, 
you want to have the rear sight bot-
tomed out, for example on the 6/3 or 
8/3 setting. With the A1 sight, there 
is no elevation adjustment on the rear 
sight. You should be using the large 
aperture on the rear sight—unless 
from previous experience you know 
the small aperture works better for 
you. (Remember, if you f lip between 
the large and small aperture you’ll be 
changing the bullet’s POI.) To adjust 
the actual elevation while zeroing use 
the front sight, move it up or down as 
needed. Moving it down, turning it 
clockwise, will raise your POI. Turn-
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support. Make sure the handguard is 
supported, as opposed to the actual 
barrel touching or resting on the bags. 
If the barrel is making contact with 
your rest, it will throw the shots off. 
For example, when the bottom of the 
barrel is touching the rest it will throw 
the shots high. Your goal is to create a 
solid, stable position—consistency— 
and apply the fundamentals of marks-
manship for every shot.

Start the zeroing process at 25 yards. 
Make sure you have a steady position, 
using a rest in order to take out as much 
of the human element as possible. Nor-
mally I’ll fi re fi ve or six shots, enough to 
satisfy myself that I’ve got a good group 
established. By fi ring several rounds, 
even if you have one or two shots that 
weren’t good, you’re still going to have a 
solid group to work with. 

After establishing a good group, 
you’re ready to adjust the sights, but 
first unload the AR. Do not get into 
the habit of adjusting or doing any 
work on your firearm while it’s load-
ed. Unload, check and check again to 
confirm it’s clear, and then remember 
the safety rules are still in effect. After 
making adjustments, you load and 
start again. The additional benefit of 
all this is that you’re getting in prac-
tice on your manipulations.

As mentioned earlier, at 25 yards 
your bullets should be hitting lower 
than where you are aiming. Th is low 

POI is necessary because of the off set 
between the sights and barrel. (Don’t 
get too worried about exact measure-
ments here; you’re just looking to get 
it close, and will fi ne tune the sights as 
you move back, creating more distance.)

Once you have a rough zero at 25, 
again with the bullets striking about 2 
inches below your point of aim, move 
back to 50 yards. Fire a good group, and 
adjust as necessary. At this distance 
your point of impact will be closer to the 
center of the target where you’re aiming. 
As you increase the distance the POI 
will move upward toward your POA. 
For example, if you’ve decided to work 
with a 100-yard zero, at 50 yards the 
bullets should be hitting about an inch 
below where you are aiming.

Fire a good group, and then adjust 
the sights as needed. Normally I will 
only adjust one direction at a time. For 
example, I’ll adjust the elevation with 
the front sight until getting that right, 
then adjust windage to get it in the 
right spot. Trying to adjust both the el-
evation and windage at the same time 
can sometimes get a little complicated, 
for example as you adjust the windage 
it can change the elevation slightly. 
You may find that after adjusting the 
front sight and then the rear sight for 
windage that you have to go back to 
the front sight for final adjustments.

After getting close at 50 yards, move 
back to 75 and repeat the process. If 

you want a 75-yard zero, your bullets 
should be hitting where you’re aiming. 
Point of aim and point of impact are 
the same. For a 100-yard zero, you’ll 
need to move back to that distance 
and repeat the process one last time, 
adjusting until your POI is spot on for 
where you are aiming.

When you have the opportunity, 
shoot your AR at longer distances 
to find out how much the bullet will 
drop. (This will vary, sometimes 
greatly, according to barrel length, 
twist and bullet design and weight.) 
For general-purpose use, you’re hold-
ing high, aiming above the point you 
want the shot to go so when the bullet 
drops it’s hitting the target. The other 
end of the spectrum is High Power 
competition, where you’re adjusting 
the rear sight to compensate for ex-
tended distances so you’re always aim-
ing at the center of the target.

You’ll also need to shoot it at dis-
tances closer than your zero, again to 
find out the difference between your 
point of aim and the point of impact. 
Remember, the sights are offset, 
higher than the barrel, so as you move 
closer than your zero the point of im-
pact will begin to drop. At distances 
closer than 25 yards, you’ll be aiming 
about 2½   inches high to compensate 
for this offset. (XS Sights have a modi-
fied rear sight that has a notch on top 
of the peep sight that you use for aim-

(Left) When zeroing, work in the most 

stable position you can, using rests or 

support to create stability.

(Below) When using a red-dot sight, you 

want to adjust it so the shots are hitting in 

the center of the dot. Center of the dot is al-

ways the same, regardless of the distance.

A R  = A M E R ICA’S  R I F L E  //  TIGER MCKEE
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This article is an excerpt from Tactical 

Gun Digest, a gear and skills resource for t

the serious shooter. Grab yourself a copy 

at GunDigestStore.com by searching 

“Tactical GD.”

ing at close distances that compen-
sates for the offset.)

For zeroing a red-dot sight or a 
more traditional optic with magnifi-
cation, I use the same process. I start 
at 25, get a rough zero with the point 
of impact 2 to 2½   inches lower than 
the point of aim. Don’t’ worry about 
an exact measurement, you’ll have to 
be making more adjustments as you 
increase the distance.

With red-dot sights, work on get-
ting the shots where they are hitting 
in the center of the dot, as opposed to 
somewhere in the dot. 

Remember the dot’s “size” will vary 
according to distance. A 2-minute dot 
covers up 2 inches at 100 yards. At 200 
yards, the 2-minute dot covers up 4 
inches of target, and at 300 the dot is 
covering 6 inches of the target. If you 
zero with the shots hitting at the top 
of the dot, this means your point of 
impact is going to vary according the 

distance you’re shooting. Regardless of 
distance and the “size” of the dot, cen-
ter is always center. Adjust until your 
hits are in the center of the dot for the 
distance you’ve chosen to zero.

There are a lot of optics available that 
have graduated reticles, varied points 
for aiming that compensate for dis-
tance and trajectory. These are good, 
but the only way to confirm these 
“holds” is to actually fire the AR at the 
distances indicated. As mentioned pre-
viously, barrel length and twist and the 
type round you’re firing will all affect 
the bullet’s trajectory. The only way to 
know where your AR is going to shoot 
is by firing it at those distances.

Another factor to deal with is the 
actual adjustment of the optic. One 
click on the elevation knob is sup-
posed to adjust the POI one quarter of 
an inch, or one-quarter minute of an-
gle, at 100 yards. But, again, the length 
of the barrel and its rate of twist and 

Start zeroing at close distance

—25 yards—aiming at the center 

of the target and adjusting im-

pact so it’s about 2 inches lower 

than your point of aim.

As you move back to get a fi nal 

zero, you might need a bigger 

target.  Make sure that, on your 

fi nal zero, shots are going into the 

exact center of the target.

This sounds obvi-

ous, but if you’re 

running back-up 

irons, you need 

to zero your iron 

sights and then 

the red-dot.

type ammunition you’re shooting may 
mean that one click is greater or less 
than a quarter inch of movement in 
the bullet’s point of impact.

Any time you change anything on 
your AR, it will be necessary to re-
check your zero. The AR is a surgical 
instrument and modifying anything 
is going to change what happens 
when the shot is fired. Something like 
changing the stock can affect where 
the bullet hits. Changing ammo is 
definitely a reason to check your zero. 
There might not be much difference, 
and then again there may be a drastic 
shift in the bullet’s point of impact.

Zeroing the AR requires application 
of the fundamentals of marksmanship. 
Your goal is to be as machine-like as 
possible, trying to repeat the process 
the same way for every shot. If your 
eyes get tired then stop, take a rest 
and start again. The same thing goes 
for your body. Anytime the body gets 
tired or stressed it’s going to affect 
your ability to hold steady. Remember 
to control your breathing. You need to 
shoot accurately, produce consistent 
results—a good tight group—then you 
can move that group wherever it needs 
to be by adjusting the sights. 
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TESTFIRE // GUN DIGEST EDITORS

P
assions run high discussing 
the merits of the little .22 LR 
for self-defense. One side con-
tends the rimfire is too small 

and too weak to reliably neutralize the 
threat. While the other claims, despite 
its shortcomings, that the caliber is one 
any person can master to deliver accu-
racy and deadly fire. While it certainly 
won’t end the debate, one of the nation’s 
largest ammunition manufacturers is 
siding with the latter group, introduc-
ing a .22 LR load specially tailored for 
defensive use.

Federal Premium recently unveiled 
.22 LR Punch ammunition, a round that 
the company calls the first viable self-
defense option in the caliber.

“Self-defense isn’t one size fits all. So, 
whether shooters want to carry a .22 
LR handgun as a backup gun, do not 
feel comfortable with centerfire pistols 
or simply want to get more versatility 
from a rimfire handgun,” said Federal’s 
Rimfire Product Manager, Dan Comp-
ton. “Punch makes the .22 LR cartridge 
a viable defensive choice for the first 
time ever.”

Most ammo geeks are familiar with 
the Federal’s Punch line. Released in 
2020, the defensive handgun ammuni-
tion was specifically designed for the 
commercial market, a break from the 
past. Previously, all of Federal’s defensive 
ammo was developed with law enforce-
ment in mind. The difference? Other 
lines are engineered to pass FBI barrier 
tests, while Punch was optimized for the 
FBI bare gel and covered gel penetration 
tests. Two factors spurred this move: 
cost per round and likely scenarios faced 
by average armed citizens. The thought 
is that everyday CCW holders don’t of-
ten shoot through car doors.

Among the main changes found in 
Punch ammo is the use of a softer lead 
core that didn’t need to hold together 
through plywood, windshields and 
sheet metal. Though it’s not down-
loaded. Velocities are what you’d expect 
for defensive ammo. Only, it has gone 

through rigorous laboratory testing re-
quired for law enforcement fodder.

As to the .22 LR Punch, it’s pretty 
unique … particularly it’s projectile. It 
utilizes a 29-grain nickel-plated lead-
core bullet, with a flat nose and a heavy 
jacket. Essentially, the bullet is designed 
to hang together and minimally expand, 
thus increasing penetration depth. As to 
ensuring the bullet bores an appropri-
ate distance, Federal soups up .22 LR 
Punch, with the ammo listed at 1,070 
fps from a 2-inch barrel. Even for those 
who don’t subscribe to the rimfire as an 
appropriate self-defense option, the of-
fering is intriguing nonetheless.

As to what it cost, Federal lists the 
full retail price of .22 LR Punch at $9.99 
for a box of 50. That’s pretty cheap to 
upgrade a rimfire for a self-defense role. 

WOULD  
YOU .22?

Federal’s .22 LR Punch: 
Rimfire ammo made 
for self-defense.
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CONFIDENCE 

IN YOUR

CARRY
Controlled Performance That 

Leaves No Room For Doubt

Available 
calibers

Norma-Ammunition.com

Now it’s up 
to you.
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